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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


SOVIET DESIGNS ON NORTH YEMEN EMPLOY ADEN STRATEGEM 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1324, 19 Mer 82 pp 26-27 
[Article by Hadi al-Husayni: "The Soviets Are Drinking the Red Sea!"] 


[Text] There is an intense dispute in South Yemen today between President 
‘Ali Nasir Muhawmad and his defense minister, Salih Muslih Qasim, as a result 
of the alliance of the current defense minister with his predecessor, ‘Ali 
Antar, who was dismissed last April on a charge of conspiring with the army 
to overthrow President "Ali Nasir Muhammad. The president has been trying for 
several weeks to find an opportunity to dismiss the current defense minister, 
without success! These Aden internal disputes began to surface clearly when 
the defense minister's followers in the army assassinated more than eight 
officers, who were proteges of the president. In a countermove, ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad has tried to win over the minister's followers by offering them 
government posts, but to no avail. 


At the same time, observers thought that the disputes were widening when at 
the end of last January they noted that several military divisions stationed 
in Aden were put on a state of alert. Moreover, the border forces were 
reinforced with additional troops. 


In Aden, they say that the struggle for power is caused by personal competi- 
tion between Salih Muslih Qasim and ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, the failure of the 
government's economic policy and world opinion of the current South Yemeni 
leadership--that it is leadership whose horizons are beyond the realistic 
capabilities of South Yemen. 


The alliance between Qasim and ‘Ali Antar (the latter being the most popular 
officer among the personnel of the armed forces, which numbers some 32,000 
troops) continues to be the basis for the disputes between the Marxist ruling 
party, represented by "Ali Nasir Muhammad, and the military establishment. 
The reason is that, for a long time, the army leadership has been opposed 

to the actions of the leaders of the Yemeni Socialist Party in supporting 

the party militia, composed of 20,000 men, because of the possibility that it 
might be used ae a military counterweight to the army. 


In any event, the search for someone to take over leadership of the party 
militia is considered an old battle in Aden. However, political observers 

















expect that the Soviets are the ones who will ultimately settle this dispute 
in South Yemen, especially since ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad was looked upon with 
satisfaction by the Soviets after he rid himself of ‘Abd al-Fattah Isma'il 
and took over power in April 1980. ‘Abd al-Fattah Isma'il was removed 2 
years ago on the pretext of health, but the real reason was that, at that 
time, Moscow supported ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, a strongman who internationally 
enjoys an excellent image, despite the fact that he continues his policy of 
sticking with the Soviets. 


The important point is that, after 1 year, ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, president 

of the republic and chairman of the party, has done nothing except fire 
Defense Minister "Ali Antar for fear that he would form an alliance with his 
old military comrades against the president. The justification that was 
voiced at the time was that Antar had rebelled against the president's wish 
to execute Salih Muti’, the former foreign minister who attempted to improve 
relations between Aden and Saudi Arabia. 


In any case, the dismissal of ‘Ali Antar, the most popular officer in the 
army, was considered by the Adenese to be a huge mistake on ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad's part, for which he might pay dearly some day. 


Officially, it is apparent that the Soviets are staying out of the Aden 
domestic dispute, but their influence over the party and the army is 

clear, especially since Moscow, according to observers, is determined to 
maintain its military and political power in Aden for strategic reasons. 


Aden's importance to the Soviets is symbolized by their retention of a 

base for their new command center on top of Jebel Hal, overlooking Aden. 
This base is protected by SAM antiaircraft missiles. This importance is 
also highlighted by Khormakasr airfield and the port. Observers say that 
Moscow was behind Aden's agreement with Libya and Ethiopia last August, 
because Aden is the point of departure for possible Soviet political infil- 
tration into Saudi Arabia, the UAE and, of course, North Yemen. Some polit- 
ical observers feel that ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad's policy with regard to wnity 
with North Yemen has added a new factor to the internal struggle. After the 
three meetings last year that the president of South Yemen held with ‘Ali 
"Abdallah Salih, the president of North Yemen, the two governments agreed to 
a joint interim constitution, which was issued last January, in the inter- 
ests of unity between the two Yemens. It stipulates that Sana’ is to be the 
capital and Islam the state religion. It was noted that the interim con- 
stitution avoids using the word "socialism" and also avoids any mention of 
the economic program that must be followed in the unified state. 


Mewbers of the two governments and legislators are currently discussing ways 
of reaching agreement on the final text of the joint constitution, which 
will be brought to a referendum in the two Yemens. 


Question: How do observers see the future of North Yemen? 


They would reply that the Marxist government of Aden has moved one step 
closer to control over the unified Yemeni state, while North Yemen is 
playing a very risky game. "It is gambling with its life." 


























Some observers say that President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih believes that he is 
following a suitable policy in his alliance with South Yemen and in main- 
taining his rapprochement with Saudi Arabia, which strongly subsidizes the 
North Yemen economy, as if it were its responsibility. However, observers 
have reservations about this approach. They say that ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih 
believes that, by using this policy, he is trying to put pressure on Western 
nations that are hesitart about supporting him. However, his alliance with 
Aden gains more for Soviet policy than it achieves for the unity of the two 
Yemens. 


The observers add that Moscow is exploiting its friendship with South Yemen 
to penetrate into North Yemen which, despite its debts to the Soviet Union 
for the military assistance that Moscow has provided, continues to maintain 
its independence and whose foreign policy continues to be closer to the West 
and influenced by it. In addition, North Yemen has not obtained any 
guarantees from Aden on the protection of its security under the agreement, 


initiated and supported by Moscow, especially since Aden has joined with Libya 


and Ethiopia in arming the "National Democratic Front," which is aimed--as 
they say--at overthrowing the Sana’ regime and bringing a Soviet-oriented, 
Marxist government to North Yemen. 


The words of "friendship" exchanged by the two presidents last December did 
not mention either directly or indirectly Aden's support for the Northern 
rebels, who are about 8,000 strong. They control vast areas in southern 
North Yemen. Observers comment that, after this alliance, Aden might have 
asked the revolutionaries to reduce their activities, so as to give its 
alliance with Sana’ an air of good will. However, the rebels still cling to 
their positions inside North Yemen. From another angle, the friendly rela- 
tions between Sana’ and Moscow, carried by ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih on his visit 
to the Kremlin leaders at the end of last October, have not kept Moscow from 
continuing its support for the National Democratic Front. 


On the other hand, the privileges that Moscow enjoys in South Yemen makes 
its influence reach as far as North Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain, the 
UAE, Qatar and even Kuwait. Long-range Soviet artillery is deployed along 
the borders that join South Yemen with North Yemen and with Saudi Arabia. 
Moscow has 1,500 troops in South Yemen, working side by side with 4,000 
Cuban troops and 1,000 military advisers from East Germany. Moscow has 
airbases in Lahej, Mukulla and Khormaksar and a very advanced naval base in 
Aden. It is considered the main base, from which the Soviet fleet in the 
Indian Ocean is supplied. In addition, there are the two islands of Socatra 
and Perim. According to reports from Bahrain last December, the Soviet Union 


has begun to build a missile base in the suburbs of Aden and has established 
a new center for its military command on the coast of Aden. The naval 
facilities that it has obtained on the island of Perim have also been 
expanded. 


Therefore, observers assert that Moscow's future goals with respect to North 
Yemen are: 


1. The influence that can be achieved from the official friendly relations 
between Aden and Sana’. 











z. Direct military pressure on Sana’, which Moscow can exercise through its 
bases in Aden. 


Now, Western political analysts say, if Sana‘ enters the Soviet orbit either 
directly or indirectly through South Yemen, then Moscow will be able to con- 
trol the southern Red Sea, the vital oil corridor between the Suez Canal 

and the Arabian Sea and the Arabian Gulf region. 


Using its military bases in South Yemen as a point of departure, Moscow 
can compound the weight of the Soviet threat to the oil fields in Saudi 
Arabia. 


Moreover, in addition to the voices of Western observers, African alarm 
bells are beginning to go off, out of fear of Soviet expansion. Informed 
African sources have told AL-HAWADITH that the Soviet Union is in fact try- 
ing to make the southern Red Sea into a 100-percent Soviet area. In addition 
to the unlimited support for South Yemen, Moscow has built a military base on 
the Ethiopian island of Dahlak and is helping Ethiopia to occupy Eritrea, so 
that the entire Eritrean coast along the Red Sea will be under Soviet con- 
trol. Thus, Moscow can keep the states that are not friendly to it, such as 
North Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Sudan, busy with diversionary operations-- 
to keep them from building their societies--aimed at putting them under 
Soviet influence, and thereby achiere control over the entire Red Sea, 

being in a position to influence the Mediterraneezn as well as the Gulf oil 
wells. Moscow would also be able to influence some of the countries that 

use the Red Sea, such as India, Pakistan, Iran and the countries of East 
Asia, all of whom do business with and are linked to Europe. 


The African sources go on to say that “if the Red Sea falls under Soviet 
domination, that would compiete the Soviet circle in Africa, composed of 
Libya, Algeria, Benin, Chad, Angola, Mozambique, Tanzania and Uganda.” 


In any event, the presidentof North Yemen, ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, recently 
visited Saudi Arabia in another of his series of attempts to get into the 
Gulf Cooperation Council. Arab observers say that Sana‘'s pursuit of 
membership in the GCC, even though it would benefit the Gulf area by 
achieving a strategic depth for it, would carry the danger of the Marxist 
regime in Aden riding the escalating wave of unity between the two coun- 
tries right into the heart of the Gulf cooperation organization. 


Kuwait, for its part, has made numerous attempts to get South Yemen included. 
There are also pulse-feeling attempts secretly under way now to determine the 
extent of U.S. and South Yemeni readiness for rapproachement, especially 
after Washington took Aden's name off the list of those supporting interna- 
tional terrorism so that it could buy civilian aircraft. 


Ultimately, the issue of "Arabia Felix" remains a complex question. 


If Aden is flirting with the idea of making a radical change in its pclicy 
and is inclining toward the policy that North Yemen is pursuing, attempting 
to get into the GCC, how would Moscow handle this, or would it overthrow its 
regime again? 




















One observer said: The issue is very complex. Given current factors, Yemeni 
unity is close to inconceivable, because Yemen's strategic location ties its 
fate to the plans of the two superpowers, not the wish of the Yemeni people. 
Therefore, the Yemenis, enamored of qat, can only try to solve their internal 
problems initially themselves, so that they will be able, after that, to be 


the most effective element in establishing whatever they aspire to, be it 
in the Gulf, on the Arab level or internationally. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


NEW SSCURITY STUDY, TRAINING CENTER DESCRIBED 


Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 22 Feb 82 p4 


[article by Nasir al-Sudayri: "Prince Nayif Opened the New Site of the Arab Security 
Study and Training Center Today in the Presence of the Arab Interior Ministers" 


Text/ Today, Monday, His Royal Highness Prince Nayif ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz, the minister 
of the interior and chairman of the current emergency session of Arab interior mini- 
sters, inaugurated the new headquarters of the Arab Security Study and Training Center. 
Attending the celebration of the preliminary inauguration of the new headquarters 
were the Arab interior ministers and delegations participating in the current session. 


It is worth pointing out that 90 percent of the new building has been completed. In 
addition, a section in the Arab interior ministers' agenda stipulates that the Arab 
security Study and Training Center will be directly connected to the Council of Arab 
Interior Ministers. Another section stipulates that the Arab Security Study and 
Training Center will be in charge of preparing the Arab foreign ministers' issues and 


agenda in its capacity as a scientific agency. Here is an integrated view of this 
center: 


New Center Headquarters 


When the subject of financing the establishment of the Arab Security Study and Training 
Center was raised in the report which the Arab Organization for Social Defense against 
Crime submitted to the second conference of Arab police chiefs, the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia's delegation announced that his majesty the king had given agreement to the 
establishment of the center on the kingdom's territory and the allocation of the 
necessary credits for constructing and outfitting it at the kingdom's expense and 
starting up its activities. After that, the Ministry of the Interior proceeded to 
adopt executive measures for carrying it out. 


Project Site and Costs 


The new Arab Security Study and Training Center building is located on the Khurays road 
and covers an area of 160,000 square meters, 100,000 of which constitute the actual 
area of the buildings and installations. Care has been taken to have this area meet 
all the requirements of this massive Arab project. 


Total project costs have been estimated at 421 million Saudi riyals, in addition to 
another 20 percent of this sum which will go to furniture, equipment and facilities. 











Growth of the Center 


The Arab Security Study and Training Center was established when officials from Arab 
countries perceived a need for joint Arab efforts to raise the technical and educational 
level of Arab security personnel. The notion of Arab police chiefs of establisting an 
Arab institute to train Arab policemen and set out the scientific basis for preventive 
security programs and plans in the Arab countries was presented at the firs* conference. 
Through the conferences of Arab interior ministers, people reached ‘agreement on link- 
ing scientific research to training and resultant: supplementary activities in the con- 
text of the Arab Security Study and Training Center in Riyadh. 


The Kingdom's Role 


The kingdom, with directives from His Ruyal Highness Prince Nayif ibn 'Abd-al'Aziz, the 
minister of the interior, and His Royal Highness Prince Ahmad ibn 'Abd~al—'Aziz, the 
deputy minister of the interior, played a prominent part in establishing the Arab ‘e- 
curity Study and Training Center in Riyadh, in view of the stability and security the 
kingdom has attained and enjoys and as a result of the interest delegations from other 
countries showed in the contribution the kingdom can make through its experiences and 
expertise in this important field. 


The Identity of the Center 


The center has an international legal identity. Heading its board of directors is His 
Royal Highness Prince Nayif ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz, the minister of the interior of the King- 
dom of Gaudi Arabia. The Arab Security Study and Training Center will serve all security 
agencies in the Arab countries and will serve criminal justice agencies (criminal legis- 
lation and the judiciary) and social care agencies, especially in the aree of means for 
defending Arab society against crime and delinquency. 


The Arab Security Study and Training Center will function within the Arab Organization 
for Social Defense against Crime, which is a specialized League of Arab States organi- 
zation. 


Goals of the Center 


The Arab Security and Study Training Center aspires to achieve a number of goals, among 
them: 


Providing the ba‘is for scientific research into related social issues and problems in 
order to implant a firm foundation of true understanding which modern science is develop- 
ing on measures and plans aimed at protecting Arab society and defending it against 

crime and delinquency. 


Presenting the provisions of Islamic criminal legislation and the integrated applied 
principles and systems it contains. 


Developing and strengthening links with scientific, social, criminal, and police organi- 
zations in the Arab and international contexts and exchanging information and expertise 
with these. 


Linking efforts directed to combatting crime and developing ways and means to combat it. 











Raising and developing the competence and abilities of policemen through the studies 
and training courses it provides. 


Integrating the various features of activity in these in order to attain the ultimate 
goal, which is to guarantee a high level of security, stability and welfare in Arab 
societies. 


Tasks of the Center 


To study social and criminal problems that exist in Arab society and draw up suitable 
preventive plans and means for remedying these. 


To conduct theoretical and fidd research into security areas and the fight against crime. 


fo carry out research on social care, evaluation, reform and penal studies and recommend 
statutes and plans which will result in limiting crime. 


To hold specialized scholarly symposia related to the center's areas of specialization. 
To evaluate relevant technical and scientific aid in all security fields. 


To train people working in Arab police agencies and other security agencies in technical 
and administrative areas. 


To prepare trainers and specialists in the fields of planning and designing training 
curricula and programs and develop training methods. 


To organize meetings and study and educational courses to discuss subjects that lie 
within the center's area of competence. 


To prepare and set up displays in the field of technological security innovation and 
manufacturing in order to introduce the most modern scientific and technical methods into 
Arab security agencies. 


To publish studies and research works related to the center's organizations and encour- 
age authorship and translation in this area. 


Activities of the Center 

1. mci activity. 

The center's research section is concerned with conducting field research in social 
sciences related to the values of Arab society and the problems it is suffering fron, 
preparatory to determining bases on which to set out social policies that are aimed at 
the well being of Arab societies, as well as carrying out field and theoretical research 
in criminal security fields and training researchers for this purpose. 


In ‘this area, the center has set itself a plan of action in the context of its general 
goals. This includes the following subjects: 


The effcct of modern technology on Arab society. 

















The cffect of manpower migration, its repercussions on security and new patterns of 
crime. 





Juvenile delinquency. 
Crimes of violence. 
Problems accompanying cultural and developmental progress. 


Security problems accompanying industrialization and the transformation from a simple 
socicty to an industrial one. 


2. Training activity. 


The center will devote great attention to setting up training courses through which 
‘rab security personnel can receive different kinds of scientific and thecretical 
applied studies connected to their preparation and training in technical and special- 
ized fields, with the goal of developing security manpower in the scientific and 
practical senses in a manner embracing all levels. This is on of the principal goals 
of establishing these courses, which include the development of human, social and 
occupational skills among Arab security personnel in order to enhance their perfor- 
mance of their social and human role in society, thus enabling this personnel to keep 
abreast of scientific progress in the field of humane and technological sciences and 
grasp all new aspects in the field of public security maintenance. In addition, there 
are a number of positive features in the establishment of this sort of course, such 
as the exchange of expertise and information and development of strong bonds and 
connections among Arab security personnel. 


3. Wolding specialized scientific colloquia. 


Holding specialized scientific colloquia in security fields is one activity the Arab 
Security Study and Training Center will assume, to which it will give special atten- 
tion. The annual program includes a number of colloquia for discussion, security. 
developments that accompany changes in society, as well as certain subjects that are 
related to various security fields, in order to create a qualitative environment 
through which it will be possible for the program to reach its goals as thoroughly as 
possible. A number of expert lecturers who are specialists inthe subjects which they 
consider to be compatible with the program's goals and missions will prepare materials 
for these colloquia, and certain people involved in Arab countries will be invited to 
attend them and take part in their discussions. 


4. Organizing and establishing exhibits. 


Attention will be given to specialized exhibits, with the objective of serving people 
working in Arab security agencies, by reviewing the most up to date security system 
and apparatus innovations and manufactures that technology and science have devised, 
with the participation of numerous major international companies specializing in this 
arca. 


5. The library. 


A library will be created to function as a reference source for students and research- 
ers, a directory of experts and researchers will be prepared, and a documentation cen- 














ter will be set up, running on a computer; to record all research works and activities 
which have been done in the fields of combatting crime. In addition, the specialized 
security library will be established in the center headquarters and will be supplied. 
with books and research works in various languages related to its activities. 


6. The security information center. 


A security information center or bank will be one of the most important programs 
enjoying the special attention of the center, in view of its effective role in pro- 
viding and disseminating information related to security in Arab societies. The 
information center will seek to store information on resources, capabilities and 
abilities currently available in Arab countries in the fields of criminal justice, 

the fight against crime and social care, as well as information bearing on develop- 
ments in financing, training, modern technology and the results of scientific research 
and recommendations issued by conferences, colloquia and so forth. 


In addition, it will accumulate Arab criminal laws and legislation and information 
from training and education centers and centers of expertise that have specialization 
in these fields at the international level. 


Activities the Center Has Carried out 


The center has carried out a number of activities, among them the holding of short- 
and long-term specialized sessions. It has also given a number of exhibits. Among 
these were the first training session which covered methods for investigating riots. 
This was held in Riyadh and 34 trainees from seven Arab countries, Bahrain, the Sudan, 
Morocco, Iraq, Kuwait, Jordan and Palestine, took part in it. That had the aim of 
acquainting the participants with the causes and forms of riots and the optimum me- 
thods used in investigation. Members who have capabilities and expertise on an in- 
ternational level performed the training, including people who have long experience 
in this field from Britain, Korea and France. 


Traffic Management 


The second training course concerned traffic management in large cities. This was 
held in Riyadh, and had the objective of acquainting trainees with modern methods 

used in managing traffic in large cities. The assistance of public security officials 
in the kingdom and British experts was sought, and this approach was accompanied by 

an exhibit of instruments used in traffic agencies and departments. 


Criminal Legislation 


The first intermediate training session concerned criminal legislation and was held 
in cooperation with Umm al-Qura University in Mecca. Twenty-two trainees from the 
kingdom, Palestine, Algeria, Jordan, the Sudan, Bahrain, Kuwait and Yemen took part 
in it. This session was concerned with Islamic criminal legislation and its effect 
on crime prevention and into making people familiar with judiciary and police laws in 
[slanic ‘aw. Experts from the Umm al-Qura University participated in this, as well 
ac the sirector of the United Nations Institute for the Defense of Society against 


Crime. 


10 














Police Academy Curricula 


The third short training session involved the process of developing police academy 
curricula. This session was the center's first activity to take place outside its 
headquarters; it was held in Tunisia, and 26 trainees from Jordan, the emirates, 
Tunisia, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Qatar, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco and North Yemen 
took part in it. This session was held to familiarize students with scientific and 
technical developments in the presentation of police curricula and efforts to con- 
solidate academic standards in order to set out curricula and make comparative studies 
of police academy curricula. Participating in the training in this session was an 
academic staff of seven professors in addition to an expert from the Arab Organization 
for the Defense of Society. 


Tnmates in Correctional Institutions 


The second intermediate training session concerned the study of the state oi inmates 
in correctional institutions and was held in Jordan. Twelve trainees from Jordan, 
Iraq, the Sudan, Tunisia and Qatar participated in it. The session sought to ac- 
quaint students with scientific and theoretical aspects of personality study and re- 
search into diagnostic and treatment methods in order to study various states of 
deviant behavior as well as to discuss methods followed and ways of improving them in 
frab correctional institutions. It also sought to set out bases for academic and 
occupational exchanges of expertise and skills in this area. This session was held 
in cooperation with the Jordanian University in Amman and the list of training staff 
included professors specializing in sociology and social psychology. 


Combatting Narcotics Smuggling 


The fourth training session, on combatting the smuggling and spread of narcotics, is 
now being held. Participating in this are 52 trainees from the kingdom, Morocco, 
Bahrain, the emirates, North Yemen, the Sultanate of Oman and Jordan. This session 
has the objective of acquainting participants with various drugs, methods used in 
combatting smuggling, and methods smugglers follow in order to avoid anti-narcotics 
personnel. Among the members of the training faculty are British experts, in addi- 
tion to specialists from Customs, the Ministry of the Interior, the King Faysal 
cpecialists' Hospital and the Faculties of Pharmacy and Education. Alongside this 
session an exhibit has been set up comprising different types of narcotics and ex- 
amples of techniques used for smuggling them. 
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LEFTIST INTELLECTUAL LEVELS CRITICISM AGAINST REGIME 
Kuwait AL-TALI'AH in Arabic No 733, 3 Mar 82 pp 35-39 


/Article: "In a Meet'ng with Dr Rif'at al-Sa'’id: Mubarak Has Shown Behavior That 
Differs from_Al-Sadat's; Our Dispute with Him is Scientific, Not Just for Opposi- 
tion's Sake"/ 


/Text / The assistant secretary general of the Egyptian Progressive Unioni:t Group- 
ing Party, Dr Rif'at al-Sa'id, defines the issues of dispute with the Egyptian re- 
gime in four points: 


1. The position on America. 

2. The position on the Arab cause. 

3. The position on the economic issue. 

4. The position on the question of democracy. 


He considered that the Israeli withdrawal from Sinai will not change anything re- 
garding these points and therefore no gambles should be made on this withdrawal. 


We held a lengthy meeting with Dr Rif'at al-Sa'id while he was present in Beirut, 
and here is what took place in the meeting: 


A Visit To Explain 
/Question/ What is the pu “pose of your visit to Beirut at this stage? 


/Answer/ This is a visit with a political purpose, for the first time. I have 
visited Beirut more than once, just to meet political leaders, get to know them 
and review people's viewpoints, but this time I am coming openly to explain the 
party's position, since our party is being exposed to distortions regarding both 
its positions in general and the statements by its secretary general. As these 
distortions have accumulated, we have felt that there is a desire on some people's 
part to use our party as a Trojan horse, relying on incorrect positions in an at- 
tempt to exploit our status as an opposition that has gained Arab, national and 
international respect in order to adopt platforms that might be at variance with 
the will of the Arab masses by relying on what they say are our positions. Thus 
it has been necessary to explain the party's positions in a categorical fashion, 
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which is what I have been trying to do during this visit both in the press confer- 
ence and in the meetings I have held. 


A Charge on a Suggestion 


/Question/ A charge has been made by some groups that the Grouping Party, in the 
words of its secretary general, during his visit to Syria and Algeria, suggested 

that all party members should be silent until further notice. What is the truth 

of this matter? 


/Answer/ We do not need to have our secretary general go abroad: if we want to 
suggest that our members be silent, since we are an organized party, we can do so 
in a whisper. We do not need to have our secretary general go abroad to perform 
this task. However, we have not made the suggestion to anyone, and we do not need 
to make it, because our party has not been silent domestically, is adhering to its 
positions of principle, and has engaged in struggles since the death of the late 
president, proving that it has not reduced its activity in opposition to the Camp 
/David Agreements/ and the regime, but rather has increased it. The authorities’ 
reaction shows that our party has not reduced its activity and opposition, since 
for the first time there are 60 members of our central committee in prison, and 
this has been since 6 October, not before. 


New Premises 


/Question/ On what premises is the Grouping Party concentrating in appealing for 
Mubarak to be given a chance and calling for a /period of/ waiting? 


/Answer/ The correct description of the position is not one of waiting but of 
reaching understanding, in the sense that al-Sadat's removal from the political 
action stage in Egypt has led to new premises. These premises are that we are 
faced with a new presidency and the presidency plays a decisive role in determin- 
ing the political, social and economic course in any Arab country or country in the 
third world. Assuredly, in Egypt, for a long time, the presidency has been marked 
by a greater role, as a result /sic/ of the other legitimate institutions, because 
they revolve in the basic orbit of the presidency. 


The new president is different from the previous one. Although we differ with hin, 
he is showing behavior that differs from that of the previous president. When we 
opposed al-Sadat we did not oppose him for opposition's sake; our opposition took 
the form of a review of practical calculations on various aspects of disagreement 
and agreement with the regime. We spelled out four basic points of emphasis in 
our dispute with al-Sadat's regime, which were: 


1. The position on America. 

2. The position on the Arab cause and the consequences that devolved from it in 
the form of Camp David and so forth. 

3. The position on the economic and social issue. 

4. The position on the question of democracy. 


When we formed the National Salvation Front, we did so on the basis of a scientific 
grasp of the nature of these four points of emphasis, stressing that al-Sadat's 
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regime was deficient, would remain deficient, and did not possess the power to 

solve any of these issues, especially since they were compound, that is, inter- 
linked, That is, you cannot realize greater democracy in the context of economic 
crisis, and you cannot solve an economic crisis, and you cannot solve an economic 
crisis in the context of subordination to America. Now it is out of the question 
that anything that is said about the economic conference and the solution of econom- 
ic problems in Egypt can be realized unless a decisive blow is directed against the 
foreign banks that are fleecing and draining off Egyptian resources to divert them 
away from the country. However, can you direct this blow against the foreign banks 
when the situation is connected to the political position vis-a-vis America ard the 
West and is connected to Camp David and the position vis-a-vis the Arabs? Thus it 
is these compound issues that prompt us to imagine that al-Sadat's regime was stand- 
ing completely against the masses, that it was incapable of solving their problems 
and that it did not possess the resources to solve any of these problems. 


A New Mubarak 
/Question/ What is new in the new presidency? 


/Answer/ On all of these four points of emphasis, the new presidency has offered 
different forms of behavior but is still adhering to the essence of the old regime, 
as a political party which must view these forms of conduct and deal with them. 
(The example I gave at the press conference will illuminate the nature of these 
points.) 


Ll. Isn't there a difference between a president who imagines that he can sign an 
autonomy agreement with Israel in defiance of the Palestinians and the Arabs, and 

a president who says that he will sign an autonomy agreement only if the Palestin- 
ians agree to sign the document? There is a difference, but does that mean that 
the Egyptian presidency has changed its position on Camp David? The Egyptian pres- 
idency is still stating, in our joint sessions, that Camp David is the optimum 
sclution; we consider that Camp David is a blunder, exchange points of view and 
leave, That is the difference with a president who would go on television and say 
that our legitimate party and its members were traitors and spies and would demand 
that the masses kill us, 


There is a difference between this president and one who says "I differ with you 
and you are extremist," but invites you to a debate, But will this solve the 
problem? No, because Egypt's problems are compound ones. When al-Sadat wanted to 
make a little change in what ‘Abd-al-Nasir built, he was compelled to bring down 
the whole set of blocks that ‘Abd-al-Nasir had set up because they were intercon- 
nected, The public sector was tied to the banking system, which was independent 
and concentrated in the hands of the government, and the banking system was tied 
to Egyptian sovereignty, which was linked to the position of nonalignment. We 
cannot rid ourselves of one without the other, and it is all connected to the is- 
sue of democracy. Why? Because you cannot govern a hungry people with democracy. 
Let us take the experience of al-Sadat himself, when he showed his face, which was 
contrary and absolutely hostile to democracy. Al-Sadat bestowed some rights but 
showed his face after the January uprising when millions of hungry people went out 
and were on the verge of sweeping away the regime. Here he revealed the rules of 
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the game: on the evening of 18 January he arrested 3,000 people and on 25 February 
he issued the Law on National Unity, which stipulates that people marching in demon- 
strations are to be punished by 25 years in prison. He also went on television and 
issued orders to the minister of the interior to fire on the demonstrations, and an 
arsenal of laws restricting people's freedoms followed in succession to the point 
where they started to provoke ridicule. 


Thus the democratic orientation and the limited democratic practices are controlled, 
even if there is no control regarding overall policy and overall policies. 


The Complex Situation 


/Question/ How does the Grouping Party view Husni Mubarak's conduct? We see that 
he has ventured to take steps, especially on the issue of corruption; do you expect 
any radical changes? 


/Answer/ What is the real issue? Who was against al-Sadat's practices? Not just 
us. The front that rallied around the banner of our party and the opposition to 
al-Sadat extended from the far left, from the Communist Party, to the heart of the 
regime--to the summit of the regime's intellectuals, to the best politicians in 
the regime, people who saw a threat to the regime itself in al-Sadat's regime and 
conduct but did not have the power or the strength to create organized activity 
against al-Sadat and rallied around the banner of our party, whether they were in 
the Salvation Front, the coalition, or any other front formation, adopting the 
position of opposition to al-Sadat to protect the regime. We opposed al-Sadat, 

but the new conduct has a class composition. Dozens of types of rulers have embod- 
ied Egyptian capitalism, from al-Nahhas Pasha to al-Sadat, and they differed be- 
cause of differences in the representation of the groups that existed in the frame- 
work of the Egyptian capitalist class, which is a class with a complex composition. 
While the bourgeoisie in every country in the world arises at the expense of the 
liquididation of all real property owners, the Egyptian bourgeoisie arose through 
the grace of the big real property owners. The social composition of the bourge- 
oisie is complex and extends from former big landowners to the technocratic level 
in the public sector. There are parasitical groups among them, and others are 
former officers who were transformed into a special elite of the capitalist class. 
Their position in ‘Abd-al-Nasir's time was different from that in al-Sadat's time; 
the social composition is complex but what is certain is that that class became 
bored and frightened with al-Sadat's practices, which led to the flight of many 
people. Also, large, basic segments of the people started to discover that these 
practices were harmful and they moved into the ranks of the opposition. 








Thus there is a tendency to get the "migratory birds" to come back to their orig- 
inal nests, as exemplified by the legitimate attempt this class has made by show- 
ing some conduct toward a better, more reasonable regime. At the same time, this 
sort of conduct protects the regime just as it offers something new. I can give 
an example of this, which is corruption. Corruption is the legitimate offspring 
of the capitalist system. Corruption even exists in some socialist regimes, but 
there is a margin of corruption in every regime and if this margin expands beyond 
a desired limit, it leads to a disruption in the regime's economic structure. 
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Corruption in Egypt became an obstacle to all investment activities under al-Sadat's 
aegis, and this obstacl= came to threaten not just the hungry Egyptian people or 
even the productive cap.talists; even the multinational corporations were complain- 
ing about the size of the corruption. Where does the profitability of a project 
come from? If you are supposed to give 10 percent here, 5 percent there and 6 per- 
cent there, this for the wife and that for the child, when you discover that you 
have distributed 50 to 60 percent of your capital in grants, gratuities and extor- 
tions, where will the project profitability come from then? Therefore, much as we 
underline the issue of corruption, because we are expressing a real demand of the 
masses, and as much as it protects the masses from being fleeced by the corrupt 

and shows the true face of the practices it rejects, you will discover that capital- 
ism is against corruption, that productive capitalism is also against corruption, 
and even the multinational corporations, although they encourage corruption and im- 
plant it in one country or another, have found that "the Egyptian genius” has gone 
beyond bounds, to the point where it has become impossible for it to carry out any- 
thing serious or real. 


Therefore, even though the regime, as it repairs its structure, offers practices 

that are desirable from the standpoint of the masses, on the issue of corruption 

or even on the issue of nationalism, Camp David and the issue of democracy, we do 
not consider that what is going on now in Egypt is democracy or anything resemb- 

ling democracy. Rather, it is something on the order of a small shift toward im- 
proved democratic conditions. 


The question of democracy in Egypt is not just a matter of releasing prisoners, it 
entails the elimination of the laws restricting people's freedoms and the elimina- 
tion of the state of emergency. It seems that this is a difficult struggle. Even 
the prime minister's speech before the People's Assembly on 20 February 1982 did 
not contain a promise to eliminate the laws restricting people's freedoms--rather, 
he said that democracy is conduct, which is one of the points of dispute with the 
regime; democracy is not conduct, it is legal organizations. Conduct gives you a 
right but whoever gives you this right can take it away. 


/Question/ Since al-Sadat made his trip to occupied Jerusalem and the events that 
followed that, the opposition in Egypt has grown vastly. This opposition has 
taken two forms, opposition domestically and opposition abroad. Now it is being 
said that Khalid Muhyi-al-Din refused to meet Gen Sa‘'d-al-Din al-Shadhili when he 
visited Algeria. What is the reason, and what is your view of the current condi- 
tion of the opposition? 


/Answer/ In principle, there is no opposition domestically or opposition abroad, 
there is an opposition which has Egyptian roots in Egyptian soil and whose branches 
extend wherever there are Egyptians, be they on the soil of the nation or outside 
it. This is the opposition that could be said to be an Egyptian opposition. How- 
ever, you can find an opposition with firm links domestically that does not possess 
legitimacy and does not have the right or ability to perform because it lacks the 
ability to act on the territory of the nation; Egypt will never be liberated by 
armies coming from abroad, Egypt will be liberated by an organized mass struggle 

on Egyptian territory. If any force or any personality lacks a firm bond with 
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these masses and lacks an organized presence among these masses, that will be an 
“individual opposition" which can record its opposition but will not be an “opposi- 
tion organization." 


Likewise, the lack of firm links with the territory of the nation requires other 
firm bonds, and these must influence political approaches and practices. This is 
from the standpoint of principle. However, since you have mentioned the name of 
Gen al-Shadhili, I can say that Gen Sa‘d-al-Din al-Shadhili is one of the heroes of 
the crossing and from this angle he is an object of military, historic and popular 
esteem, but that does not give him the right to speak in the name of the Egyptian 
people, especially since he has cut off his ties with Egypt domestically in the or- 
ganizational and political sense. Al-Shadhili was not the only hero of the cross- 
ing. There are thousands of Egyptians who paid with their lives for the victory 

in the October war and none of them has the right to dictate his will to the people. 


The Egyptian masses and the politicians in our party ask this general , who is is- 
suing his directives to the Egyptian people from Algeria how he would deal with the 
people if he governed them. Though he possesses this degree of loftiness, he is 
still remote and has no power. Perhaps the general does not know how to engage in 
politics. The general committed a major mistake imagining that he represented the 
Egyptian opposition or imagining that he is able to represent the people or the op- 
position; no one can say that--neither he nor us. We in the Grouping Party are a 
party with 170,000 members, and we state most modestly that we are a part of this 
Egyptian opposition, and cannot dictate our will to anyone. 


I would like to stress that we do not have a monopoly on opposition and that we are 
not belittling anyone's status. We bestow full honor on Gen al-Shadhili, the com- 
mander and soldier of the October War, but we do not imagine that it is necessary, 
possible or foreordained that any military commander ought to be a political con- 
mander of the same competence. We are not asking Gen al-Shadhili for anything. 

We are just asking him not to issue orders to anyone, and we, and he (the field of 
the opposition is broad), must each act on behalf of the interests of the people 
without any antagonism, because such antagonism will mean weakening the opposition 
in general, and let anyone who considers that we are not doing what ought to be 
done be so gracious as to do the job. 


The Condition of the Opposition 


/Question/ Let us move over to the opposition'’s domestic position. It has been 
noted that the Grouping Party has ventured more than once to assemble the broadest 
opposition groups domestically; now, with the departure of al-Sadat, many condi- 
tions have changed. What is your appraisal of the current state of the opposition? 


/Answer/ There is no doubt that marshalling opposition personnel in a single chan- 
nel lies at the head of our concerns. We established the National Coalition, the 
Front for the Salvation of National Independence, the Committee for the Defense of 
Freedoms, then the Committee for the Defense of Democratic Freedoms. This is in 
the context of higher organizations. At the same time, we have been calling for 
the formation of a committee to defend the public sector and committees to defend 
workers in the private sector. In addition, the party is undertaking the responsi- 
bility of organizing the unorganized masses and to that end we recently succeeded 
in establishing the Federation of Progressive Women and are now continuing to work 
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to build the Federation of Egyptian Peasants. Thus we are trying to organize the 
masses in a manner that will facilitate the process of organizing them in the con- 
text of political opposition. 


As to the fact that some political leaders have changed their positions after al- 
Sadat's departure, with the conduct of the current president, everyone has changed 
his position, but there are people who have changed their positions insofar as 
practices have changed while some people have considered that their hostility and 
opposition was toward President al-Sadat, and since the regime that remained was 
theirs and the president has gone, thus no conflict between them and the regine 
remains and they have reverted to a token opposition. 


The Gamble on Withdrawal 


/Question/ People inside and outside Egypt are gambling that the contents of 
Egyptian policy will shift after an Israeli withdrawal from Sinai. What is the 
Grouping’s position on that, and is it among those who are making that gamble? 


/Answer/ The issue is not one of gambling, it is a matter of truth. We, and all 
the Egyptian people along with us, consider that Sinai is our right and that we 
must take it back, by peace or by war. Our difference with Camp David has not been 
that it is an attempt to regain Sinai but that it paid an exorbitant price for re- 
gaining it. This is a compounded price--we have paid a price to America, have paid 
a price to Israel, have paid a price against the Arabs, and have paid a price 
against what we consider to be an infringement of our policy and national sov- 
ereignty. All these things have turned the withdrawal, to the extent that it is a 
national and popular aspiration, since every Egyptian, and our party specifically, 
is prepared to sacrifice his life for every grain of sand in Sinai--we can never- 
theless say that this withdrawal is coming about under the unchangeable effects of 
the price Egypt has paid and will continue to pay as a result of the wrongful meth- 
od for regaining national territory, which is the method of Camp David. There is 
no gambling on this matter, whether the land is returned or not. If it is returned, 
the issue remains--how can we solve the four enduring problems, Egypt's relation- 
ship with America, Egypt's relationship with Camp David, Egypt's relationship with 
the economic and social issues, and Egypt's relationship with the cause of democracy? 





As for Sinai, that is our right and regaining it by itself will not solve any of 
these four problems. Rather, every Egyptian patriot must record his joy at the 
restoration of Egyptian sovereignty over the territory of Sinai, recording, if he 
is an aware progressive nationalist, that this sovereignty is being achieved in a 
defective, distorted way. 


Mubarak's Arab Movements 
/Question/ Finally, do you believe that Mubarak's visit to Oman constitutes a 
rapprochement with the Arab countries, especially after the perceptible softening 


of official tones on the part of Arab regimes? Will that have an effect on the 
general situation in the Middle East? 
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/Answer/ President al-Sadat's policy locally brought individuals and groups from 
the heart of his class, besides himself, to the fore, which is what it did in the 
Arab context. The new conduct, insofar as it is aimed at bringing the people of 
the regime back to their old nests, is aimed at the same thing in the Arab context. 


We are in favor of the suspension of media attacks against the Arabs but we consid- 
er that this is a token change, and does not constitute a return to the Arabs on 
Egypt's part or a return to Egypt on the Arabs’ ;art. Rather, we consider that 
this return should be achieved on proper, sound, beneficial, upright bases. 


As regards the visit to Oman, Egyptian-Omani relations have been constant. Pres- 
ident Mubarak visited Oman a number of times when he was vice president in a strik- 
ing way. In any event, the visit to Oman may have objectives that we do not know 
and it is hard for us to know what lies behind these things. It is possible that 
there might be a specific form of mediation. 
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GOVERNMENT DEVISES NEW SYSTEM FOR MCNITORING EMIGRATION 
Offices in Governorates 
Cairo AL-SIYASI in Arabic No 840, 14 Mar 82 p 1 


/Text/ Sa‘'d Muhammad Ahmad, the minister of manpower, has told AL-SIYASAH that the 
ministry has started opening offices in the governorates to employ people who want 
to work abroad in various specialized fields, in order to eliminate attempts at 
exploitation that workers are exposed to from fraudulent foreign employment off- 
ices. 


The Ministry of Manpower will collect the workers’ requests and present them to 
its offices abroad so that contracts may be arranged through them. 


Office System Reviewed 
Cairo AL-SIYASI in Arabic No 840, 14 Mar 82 p 2 


/Article by Midhat al-Basyuni/ People's attention is now focusing on vocational 
workers. They have become as scarce as hard currency now that they have migrated 
from Egypt to Arab countries, and it is no longer strange for vocational workers 
to get 7 pounds a day! 


In the search for a solution to this problem, the minister of manpower has issued 
a decree forming offices to employ workers in various governorates, regulate their 
wages, and train new workers in occupations where there appears to be a shortage. 


What is the story behind these offices? Will they really solve the problem? 


Muhammad Fahmi Badr (secretary general of the Federation of Workers of Egypt) 
states that these offices will put a limit to vocational workers’ aggravated 
problems if the decree is applied in a sound manner. 


In the first place the vocational workers’ employment offices are aimed at regulat- 
ing the employment of workers, tabulating them, and ascertaining the country's 
various labor requirements in order to cope with perceptible shortages in some 
professions, especially contract workers, then overcome the problems that arise 
from the nature of their work in the form of their frequent movement from place to 
place and from employer to employer, while making social insurance applicable to 
them. 
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The Central Office 


The central office in Cairo will consist of all the bodies that are concerned with 
labor such as the Ministry of Manpower, the Ministry of Insurance, the General 
Health Insurance Authority, the Federation of Egyptian industries, «nd the labor 
unions. 


The central office will engage in a number of specializations, among the most inm- 
portant of which are: 


1, The establishment of branch employment offices in the governorates, in ac- 
cordance with the need for work in each governorate. 


2. Coordination among branch employment offices. 


3. Training of new workers in occupations where it is clear there is a labor 
shortage or increasing demand. 


4. Investigation of working people's complaints and collective problems with the 
General Social Insurance Authority, the Health Insurance Authority and branch 
employment offices. 


5. Prescription of a policy for applying sickness insurance provisions of voca- 
tional workers through payment of dues to the Health Insurance Authority. 


Branch Offices 


The branch employment offices will assume the task of tabulating and classifying 
workers, recommending persons required for each type of work, receiving labor con- 
tracts and confirming their serious intent. 


To guarantee the success of these offices, some rules have been set forth regulating 
labor, including: 


1, The employers will be compelled not to employ any worker unless he is registered 
in the employment office and has received a certificate stating his vocation and 
skill level. 


2. The worker's employment period will be spelled out in the labor contract and 
the employer will commit himself to proving that the contract period was equivalent 
to the actual period of payment of insurance dues. 


3. All problems and difficulties arising between workers and employers will be 
presented to the employment office for resolution. 


4. If the employer violates joint contract rules, especially on employing workers 
except through the competent employment office, he will be committed to paying a 
fine of 10 pounds, and the fine will be miltiplied by the number of workers. 





5. A fund will be set aside for collecting fines and disbursing them on social 
services and contributions to vocational training activities. 
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LATEST TRENDS IN POPULATION DENSITY, BREAKDOWN REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 689 29 Mar 82 pp 13-15 
/Article: “Forty-four Million People Look around Themselves"/ 


/Excerpt/ Last 25 November the population of Egypt reached 44 million (22.34 mil- 
lion males and 21.66 million females). This estimate was made in accordance with 
studies demographic experts in the Central Mobilization and Statistics Agency car- 
ried out on the basis of the birth and death statistics and the general population 
and housing census of 1976. 


Thus it is apparent that the population increased by 1 million in about 10 months, 
or by a rate of 1,162,000 per year--that is, 97,000 people a month, 3,184 a day, 
or one every 27 seconds. 


This is the net birthrate, which represents the difference between the number of 
births and the number of deaths; that is, it does not represent ixcst births. Thus, 
it would be incorrect to claim that the republic greets a new birth every 27 
seconds; rather, the truth is that the republic increases by one person every 27 
seconds on the average. 


Computing births, we find that the republic, greets a new birth every 19.8 seconds 
on the average and there is one death in the republic every 74.1 seconds. Thus 
the republic increases by one person every 27 seconds. 


Cairo Increases by 315 a Day 


The population of the Governorate of Cairo, in its administrative borders, came to 
5.7 million at 25 November 1981; thus Cairo increased by 99,000 in about 10 months, 
or 1.77 percent, and its population came to represent about 13.0 percent of the 
population of the republic. The number of people coming into the capital from 
adjacent areas does not enter into this estimate. 


As a result of this increase, Cairo Governorate's population increased by an aver- 
age of 115,000 persons a year, 9,583 per month or 315 a day. 


The population of the Greater Cairo region on 25 November 1981 came to 9,105,000, 
an increase of 200,000 in about 10 months or an annual increase of 232,000. 
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The population of the built-up area of Greater Cairo came to 7,736,000, an increase 
of 166,000 in about 10 months, or an increase of 193,000 /a year/. Thus we find 
that the built-up area comprises 18 percent of the population of the republic and 
the region contains about 21 percent of the population of the republic. 





Alexandria Increases by 175 a Day 


The population of Alexandria Governorate on 25 November 1981 came to 2.61 million 
for an increase of 55,000 in about 10 months, or an increase of 64,000 per year, 
5,300 per month or 175 per day. 


It is clear, with regard to the remaining governorates in the republic, that the 
greatest governorate in Lower Egypt in terms of population is the Governorate of 
al-Daqahliyah, with a population of 3,146,000, and the largest governorate in Upper 
Egypt, except for Giza, is the Governorate of al-Minya, with 2.41 million inhabi- 
tants. 


The population in the Governorate of Giza came to 2,821,000, whereas it was 
2,417,000 in the 23 November 1976 population census. 


Males or Females? 


Males outnumber females in the republic as a whole by 680,000. The proportion of 
males is increasing in all the governorates of the republic except for Aswan and 
Kafr al-Shaykh, where females outnumber males. 


66 Million by 2000 


Since the population of the republic came to 44 million on 25 November 1981, in 
order to estimate this population in 2000, one may use the growth rate derived 
from the last two censuses and assume that that will continue to 2000; the popula- 
tion of the republic will thus total almost 66 million in 2000 and the population 
of the greater Cairo region will come to about 15 million. } 


Density Has Increased 


The total area of the Arab Republic of Egypt comes to about 1 million square kilo- 
meters (1,002,000 square kilometers). Of this, the inhabited area is just 5.5 
percent; that is, 44 million people live on about 55,039 square kilometers. The 
population density thus comes to 799 people per square kilometer, as compared with 
44.1 persons per square kilometer for the geographical area as a whole. 


Trends in the Ratio of Cairo's Population to the Total Population of the Republic 
in the Period 1927-1981 


Years 1927 1937 1947 1960 Aug. Jan. June April Jan. Nov. 1981 
1966 1976 1978 1979 1979 1980 


Percentage 8.2 8.2 10.9 12.9 14.0 13.3 13.2 13.2 13.2 13.1 13.1 


The ratios from 1978 to 1981 in this study are based on estimated figures while 
those for the remaining years are based on the results of various censuses. 
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Distribution of the Population by Governorate, 25 November 1981 


Governorate Population (in Thousands) Ratio of Popu- Ratio of Men 
Men Women Total lation in the’ to the Bopula- 
Governorate to tion of the 
the Total Re- Governorate 
public 
Cairo 2,907 2,793 5,700 12.95 51.0 
Alexandria 1,324 1,286 2,610 5.93 50.7 
Port Said 183 168 351 0.80 52.1 
Suez 121 107 328 0.52 53.1 
Dumyat ~ 335 326 661 1.50 50.7 
al-Daqahliyah 1,585 1,561 1,346 7.15 50.4 
al-Sharqiyah 1,540 1,479 3,019 6.86 51.0 
al-Qalyubiyah 1,011 953 1,964 4.46 51.5 
Kafr al-Shaykh 808 814 1,622 3.69 49.8 
al-Gharbiyah 1,313 1,298 2,611 5.93 50.3 
al-Minufiyah 996 966 1,962 4.46 50.8 
al-Buhayrah 1,439 1,426 2,865 6.51 50.2 
al-Isma'iliyah 213 208 421 0.96 50.6 
Giza 1,445 1,376 2,821 6.41 51.2 
Bani Suwayf 647 639 1,286 2.92 50.3 
al-Fayyum 684 656 1,340 3.05 51.0 
al-Minya 1,219 1,191 2,410 5.48 50.6 
Asyut 1,009 959 1,968 4.47 51.3 
Sawhaj 1,126 1,099 2,225 5.06 50.6 
Qina 989 978 1,967 4.47 50.3 
Aswan 353 356 709 1.61 49.8 
The Red Sea 34 30 64 0.15 53.1 
The New Valley 51 49 100 0.23 51.0 
Matruh 73 72 145 0.33 50.3 
Sinai 102 62 164 0.37 62.2 
Total Population 21,507 20,852 42,359 96.27 50.8 
Domestically 
Total Citizens 833 808 1,641 3.73 50.8 
Abroad 
Total Population 22,340 21,660 44,000 100.0 50.8 
Domestically 
and Abroad 


24 














The government is seeking to increase the inhabited area in order to avoid popula- 
tion congestion, reduce the population density and use vast unhabited areas. There- 
fore the government has incorporated new areas into the governorates of Alexandria, 
Suez, al-Isma'iliyah, al-Buhayrah, and Giza preparatory to developing them and in- 
habiting then. 


In spite of the new additions to inhabited areas, the population increase has re- 
sulted in an increase in density from 446 persens per square kilometer in 1937 to 
799 per square kilometer in November 1981. Thit is, the density has increased 
more than 71 percent in about 44 years. 


The Population Density in Cairo 


If we observe the population density in the city of Cairo, we will find that it 
has been increasing noticeably, since the density was less than 7,000 persons per 
square kilometer in 1927 then surged in the course of about 54 years to more than 
26,000 per square kilometers in 1981. The censuses show that the density increased 
by 13,000 per square kilometer between the 1927 and 1966 censuses and by about 
4,000 between the 1966 and 1976 censuses, respectively. The population density in 
the city of Cairo exceeded the density of the population of the republic in all 
years from 1927 to 1981. 


Rawd al-Faraj: The Most Congested 


Studying the population density of sections in the city of Cairo, we find that it 
varies greatly. It comes to about 7,000 persons per square kilometer in the Qasr 
al-Nil section and is up to about 112,000 persons per square kilometer in the Rawi 
al-Faraj section. 


In terms of population density, the Rawd al-Faraj section is followed by Bab al- 
Sha'riyah, where the density is more than 110,000 per square kilometer, and the 
sections of al-Muski, Shubra and al-Sayyidah Zaynab (107,000, 89,000 and 79,000 
persons per square kilometer, respectively). 


These are followed by the sections of al-Sahil, Bulaq, al-Zaytun, ‘'Abdin, al-Darb 
al-Ahmar and al-Zahir, in which the density ranges from about 75,000 per square 
kilometer (in al-Sahil) to more than 57,000 (in al-Zahir). 


After that come the sections of Hilwan, al-Jamaliyah, al-Izbikiyah, al-Wayili, 
Misr al-Qadimah and al-Khalifah, which have low population densities ranging from 
about 57,000 per square kilometer (in Hilwan) to about 24,000 (al-Khalifah). 


Finally there are the least dense by populated sections, al-Ma'adi, Heliopolis, 
al-Matariyah and Qasr al-Nil, where the density ranges from 12,000 persons per 
square kilometer (in al-Ma‘adi) to 7,000 (Qasr al-Nil). 
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From this it is apparent that the densest sections are the old ones in which 
people migrating from rural areas settle, Perhaps this may be attributed to the 
low costs of living in these sections. People coming from the rural areas gener- 
ally seek shelter with their relatives who reside there and if they settle down 
there they make that their home. 


People migrating from rural areas are also concentrated in the housing agglomera- 
tions on the edges of the capital, since those resemble their original environment. 
These migrants then live in the city with their old rural ideas and customs for a 
long time. 


On the other hand, the rate of population density in Alexandria exceeded its equiv- 
alent in Cairo in the 1937 and 1947 censuses, in which the density was 12,900 
persons per square kilometer, while that in Cairo was 12,800. However, starting 
in 1960 this rate dropped in Alexandria to less than half becausenew areas were 
incorporated into it. That year the density came to 974 persons per square kilo- 
meter. 


The Governorate of Alexandria is distinguished by the phenomenon of encompassing 
the most highly populated section, al-Jumruk, where the density comes to more than 
147,000 per square kilometer, a record figure that the most densely populated sec- 
tion in thé city of Cairo, Rawd al-Faraj, with about 112,000 persons per square 
kilometer, has not attained. 


The old sections in the city of Cairo are the most densely populated, but the old 
sections in Alexandria register the highest rates of population density, as they 
are to be considered areas drawing migrants. 


In terms of population density, the al-Jumruk section is followed by the Muharram 
Bay, al-Manshiyah, Karmuz, al-Rami and al-Liban sections (97,000, 87,000, 71,000, 
50,000 and 49,000 persons per square kilometer, respectively). 


The areas of lowest population density (except for al-'Amiriyah) are al-'Attarin, 
Bab Sharqi, Mina al-Basal, al-Muntazah, and al-Dukhaylah. The density is about 
41,000 in the first of these sections, while in the others it totals 27,000, 
16,000, 3,000 and 2,000 people per square kilometer. Perhaps the fact that these 
sections are far from the heart of the city is the reason for their low population 
density. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/267 
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EGYPT 


GOVERNMENT, EXPERTS LAUNCH MAJOR BIRTH CONTROL EFFORT 
Round Table Discusses Population 
Cairo AL—AHRAM in Arabic 12 Mar 82 p 9 


[Text/ Last week we wondered about Egypt's population: Is it a problem? A discussion 
took place on the great question; the debate and clashes of views in AL-AHRAM's syn- 
posium, which lasted for more than one meeting, to discuss, objectively and scientifi- 
c lly, the population question, after President Husni Mubarak had appealed for a 
discussion of it, became intense. This open, fhank discussion was held, as AL—AHRAM's 
symposia have been held on various national action issues, proceeding from this point, 
out of an interest in everything that concerns the masses. As we said last Friday, 
one group of experts is vexed by the population question, considers it an intense one 
touching on Egypt's security, and views it as part of the worldwide population ex- 
plosion that is not in keeping with food resources -—— prompting one scientific study 
to claim that the specter of world hunger stands behind the gate of the 2lst century, 
knocking violently in warning and caution. At the same time, another group says that 
it is an issue that merits concern but that it cannot be remedied through family planning, 
in the sense of birth control, alone, but ra*her through comprehensive cultural, 
economic, agricultural, educational, and social development, with attention to the point 
that man represents a most precious asset and therefore must be invested in the best 
manner. 


Just as a rapid comment, the symposium began with a statement by Dr Subhi 'Abd-al- 
Hakim, not just as chairman of the Consultative Assembly but also as a population 
expert. He reviewed the roots and dimensions of the issue. As he said, Egypt was 
warned of it, in the scholarly sense, in 1936, by the late Dr Muhammad 'Awad Muhammad 
and the American professor of sociology Wendell Cleland. However, since then, views on 
the issue have become split between the need to/ increase the population and to limit 
it. He then reviewed the stages of our interest in the issue since the 23 July 1952 
revolution, and at the end posed three questions: Are we really suffering from a 
population problem? Though our awareness of it started early on, what have our hopes 
been and what have we attained? To what extent will planning help remedy it? 


Dr 'Aziz al-Bindari said that it is a problem, since it is an "undesirable situation" 
because of the international population density, the increase in the number of births 
and the high development rates. He said that while the remedy to it can come about 
through "medical means" and the developmental approach, in the sense of raising the 
economic level, we have so far been following a method which is not conducive to a 
solution. — | 











Dr Kamal al-Janzuri raised the temperature of the discussion by stressing that the 
population issue in Egypt, with all its problems, is a result, and not a causes, of 
agyptian economic problems, although it has now started to become a cause: He saii, 
"What has been happening in Egyptian society is what has produced the problem! The 
disruptions in income distribution are what have brought us to this situation, be- 
cause that is what has put people in a cycle of ‘indifference' and poverty. Poverty, 
by itself, is not the problem; rather, the problem is in the maldistribution of in- 
come!" 





However, if poverty is not a problem, and is not a cause of the population increase, 

how can one explain the statistics that claim that Egypt's population doubled only once 
in the first half of this century from 10 to 20 million, while it doubled again in 

28 years, reaching 40 million in 1978, although we were poorer in the earlier period, 
that is, the first half of this century, and there was no equity in income distribution? 


Dr Kamal al-Janzuri: From a technical standpoint, through an analysis of figures, we 
find that the fact that the population did not increase at high rates in the first 
half of this century wes due to high death rates; consequmitly it was divine care that 
took care of the problem! For this reason, if we link the population problem to the 
economic question, we will find that it is not the result of the standard of living 
as a whole, poverty or scanty resources but of poor income distribution. To that end, 
we are planning our developmental platform for the forthcoming stage in order to elin- 
inate what we to a large extent ignored in past years when we tried to move the domes- 
tic economy forward as a whole without calculating where and for whom it would be, in 
spite of our talk about socialism and the toiling people. Our view was sectoral and 
based on law, with the aim of having an economic base aimed at increasing national 
production, but we did not think, for whom? This is because if we put our minds to 
moving the masses from the circle of "indifference" to the circle of "thoughtfulness," 
that would have changed our planning. For example, we deal with industry: will we 
choose heavy or light industry? When we deal with the city, the situation is differ- 
ent from dealing with the village. The starting point, when we plan for developemnt, 
is, how can I coax new additions, new additions and more new additions out of the 
groups that are the subject of indifference and into the group of concern? It is to 
that end that we are planning now. The time has come for us to forget the issue of 
sectors -= industry, agriculture, the infrastructure and services; that is sound 

from the standpoint of economic theory, but one must ask: 


Agriculture for whom? Who will work in it? Whose condition will be improved by it? 
That is not an ideological matter. Rather, the fact is that it in order for develop- 
ment to cope with the population problem in coming years, that will not come about by 
new laws or decrees or the creation of new family planning authorities but through a 
new development philosophy will will give people who are living in the circle of 
"indifference" opportunities to be objects of "thoughtfulness," and opportunities for 
this thoughtfulness of theirs to be reflected in the limitation of family size! That 
is the proper approach. The issue is not religious or anything else. As long as the 
ordinary man in the street is inside the circle of "indifference," the issue will not 
concern him, because it does not represent a burden on him and today, like tomorrow, 
the argument is "it doesn't matter!" 


Therefore, in our development planning, we must take account of the 11 million who 
are now working in the government and public and private sectors and the 400,000 who 
are entering the labor market annually. How can we turn all of these people into 
productive labor? How can we make every individual that has an income work and pro- 
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duce, especially the 11 million, roughly half of whom are in the cities while the rest 
are in the countryside? Since they have an income, they wili not try to increase the 
size of their family, in order to maintain a level of a life of dignity in keeping with 
their income. 


Consequently, the sound planning we are seeking now means reviewing lines and directions 
of development. The population issue should be in the planner's mind in the national 
and sectoral contexts. 


Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad: I have constantly considered that the effort made and the 
money spent in the name of family planning will go up in thin air if we do not raise 

the standard of living and the cultural standard of the overwhelming majority of our 
people. That.is the very conclusion the Bucharest Conference reached in 1974, and 
other scholars have reached it, such as the French population economist Leroux Boullet, 
who, in his theory, says that the higher the cultural level of the population rises, the 
further the number of people in the family will decline. 


Dr Muhammad Subhi 'Abd-al-Hakim: There also is the French sociologist Arsene 
(Demot)'s theery of social attraction, in which he likens the individual's ascent of 
the staircase of society to the rise of oil in the wick of a lantern. The more the 
individual rises up this staircase, the lower his fertility becomes. 


Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad: This is also to be observed in our society, where there is 
a natural receptivity to family planning among educated people and intellectuals. As 
was stated, this receptivity exists more in natural form in the advanced countries 
than in the backward ones. Therefore I consider that if money is spent on family 
planning -—- 


Dr 'Aziz al-Bindari: The budget is 103 million pounds for 5 years. 


Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad: If we spend that in raising the cultural level, for instance, 
in eliminating "illiteracy," whose percentage is still high, that will be more fruit- 
ful. If we do this we will be taking broader steps toward family planning, since 
people will be following it of their own will. However, if we try to solve the prob- 
lem through propaganda, as is happening, though no one is eager to listen, or is 
prepared to be persuaded, the effort will lead to the opposite of what we want. I am 
giving notice of a serious fact: who is affected by this propaganda? The families of 
educated people and intellectuals, that is, the families that are the best suited and 
most able to raise future generations. It is as if we would therefore be reflecting 
the situation, leaving families that are unable to do so to raise future generations 


in their backwardness and increasing their offspring while families that are capable 
limit them! 


The question therefore has a cultural side and an economic side which Dr al-Janzuri 
spoke about, concentrating on development planning not just to increase production 
but also to observe equity in the distribution of the returns from production. Per- 
haps I should refer to development in rural areas where the population is the most 
fertile. We considered that the introduction of electricity into these areas was the 
route to progress, but most unfortunately there has been no social or cultural care 
or concern to raise the standard of living, the people in the villages have left them 
now to work abroad, and the villages have become "consumerist" units while they used 
to be "productive" and provided benefits. 
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In any event, we are faced with a problem which, as Dr Subhi 'Abd-al-Hakim has said, 
we do not want to face in a disdainful or exaggerated manner. The danger of exagger- 
ating it is greater than the danger in being disdainful, because it is then considered 
an excuse for the neglect of cultural upsurgence that takes place. We are faced with 
a difficult equation; we do not want to hang the situation that exists now on the 
"hanger' of the population increase and make the people bear responsibility for back- 
wardness and problems, telling them "You are responsible for the calamity and you must 
not criticize the officials and the government!" I would like the government to say 
that it feels responsibility and that the people must help it. It must strive to 
eradicate illiteracy, and the people must help it, provided that enlightenment and 
family planning notions be included in the anti-illiteracy programs. 


Dr 'Aziz al-Bindari: I would like to make 2 special point on the budget, which is 
103 million pounds. The bulk of that, $60 million, comes from the World Bank in the 
form of a loan and there are $30 million in aid allocated to medical and health ser- 
vices, on grounds that those are an entree into family planning. 


Dr Kamal al-Janzuri: I have a comment on the point Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad raised 
regarding illiteracy. I say that one approach we are preparing for in development is 
to provide the people among whom we are eliminating illiteracy with a new gift not 
in economic form but in the form of knowledge, so that consequently they will emerge 
from the circle of "indifference." 


However, as far as illiteracy goes, I do not imagine, and it has not happened, that 
any country in the world has eliminated illiteracy among adults in the past 50 years. 
The correct way to eliminate it is to eliminate its sources, through children beconm- 
ing educated. We are raising the period of compulsory education from 6 to 9 years 
and we say that the schools should absorb about 80 percent of the children in the con- 
pulsory years. It is true that the rate does not exceed 73 percent; therefore our 
sacrifices must be for education, in order to accommodate all children, who now are 

6 million in number, so that people going to school will not drop out and leave 
before completing the compulsory period and will not become illiterate once again. 

In this manner, in 20 years it will be possible to end illiteracy. But for us to try 
to eliminate adult illiteracy and let people keep dropping out of school means per- 
petuating illiteracy! 


Consequently, the education budget must be determined in accordance with what educa- 
tion can actually accommodate, with attention given to educational buildings. School- 
ing is not just teachers and students! Nonetheless, one can pick the experiences of 
others up again, where they have tripled teachers' salaries, regardless of whether 
they instruct the students in tents or in their homes. The philosophy of education 
must change because we will have 13 million children at the compulsory age by 2000; 
how will they be taught? 


Through the techniques in schools today? Classrooms once cost 800 pounds but now 
cost 6,000 to 8,000 pounds. Therefore, we must put methods into our plans for in- 
creasing the number of people who will be absorbed into the education at process when 
they reach compulsory age. 


Dr Muhammad Subhi 'Abd-al-Hakim: Raising the issue of illiteracy reminds me that that 
is linked to the issue of family planning, but I remember that field research has been 
conducted on the factors influencing differences in fertility in Egyptian society. 
The conclusions were that the reproduction rate among people who are proficient at 
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at reading and writing andhae primary certificates, and illiterates, is almost the 
same, and that education begins to have an effect on reproductive behavior starting 
with the intermediate certificate and not before. 


Dr Mustafa al-Jindi: It has been established through studies that the effect of edu- 
cation on the reproduction rate in families does not start to appear until the pre- 
paratory level. and above. In fact, it has been established that fertility — repro- 
duction among women who can read and write and have primary certificates -- is 
sometimes greater than among illiterates, because of the superiority of the former 

in terms of health care, which leads to a drop in losses at birth. As regards birth 
and reproduction rates, we attribute the reason for the drop from 1964 to 1972 not 
just to the 1967 war but also to the spread of birth control pills, society's desire 
for affluence, and the rise in the marriage age, especially in urban areas, where the 
women's educational level is high. In this regard we might refer to research conducted 
in 1980 that proved that the average reproduction among women in urban governorates 
was 6.7 children, five of whom remained alive, while women in the rural governorates 
produced an average of seven children, of whom just 4.6 survived, that is, fewer than 
in the urban areas, owing to the difference in the cultural and health levels and 
child care. 


Dr Muhammad Subhi 'Abd-al-Hakim: It is well known thatthe high death rate in rural 
areas prompts families to increase reprodu.tion so that they may ultimately be assured 
a reasonable number of children. Therefore one of the nine goals of national family 


planning and population policy has been: "Work to reduce infant mortality so that 
families may feel confidence." 


Dr Mustafa al-Jindi: It has also been established, through research into fertility 
in Sgyptian society, that one third of the women previously used pills as a means of 
birth control and 8 percent of them previously used intra-uterine devices, but that 
only 6 percent continued to use them. In response to a question on why women no 
longer use birth control methods, 14 percent said that they stopped out of the desire 
to have children and 55 percent said that they stopped for reasons of health, while 
just 1 percent stopped for religious reasons! Thirty percent stopped because their 
husbands traveled abroad and therefore there was no need to use a device. Perhaps, 
after this, I might add that we are anticipating an increase in births in the coming 
period, in the future, unless changes occur in trends in use as a result of improve- 
ments in the health level, which will prevent or reduce cases of stillbirth and 
mortality and will therefore increase the number of births. 


Dr 'Atif Khalifah: Education plays a big part in reproduction, because a high levd 
of education, income and so forth influences the individual's level, thus causing 
reproduction to decline and, before that, influencing marriage. Through our studies, 
it has been established that marriage age is postponed 2 years with every educational 
stage young males and females reach and that educated wives are better able to chal- 
lenge prevailing values. In addition, the proportion of women who use birth control 
devices and are educated is approximately twice as great as that of illiterates, and 
with then/ the use of devices is better and for longer periods. 


Dr Muhammad al-Sayyid Ghallab: I would like to state, through academic studies, that 
the population increase is a result of not backwardness but of economic progress. 
This has been the case in the world in Western Europe and in Egypt since the 19th 
century; after that a demographic shift occurred but unfortunately it did not achieve 
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results with us here for several reasons, among them the maldistribution of wealth in 
the period of the monarchy, when the big landowners believed that they needed cheap 
manpower and therefore some of them resisted the opening of schools. Economic de- 
velopment occurred after that, but its fruits were enjoyed only by a few inhabitants. 
For this and other reasons, the demographic turnover here did not reach its goal as 
it did in Europe, which witnessed industrial, scientific and cultural progress, 
progress in behavior and so forth, and people arose who demanded rights for the over- 
whelming majority of the people. Here, however, the minority dominated; when indus- 
trial development occurred, whether in the beginning, in the twenties, or after the 
23 July 1952 revolution, this development was a response to the population problem 
when the balance between the population and agricultural resources was disrupted. 
However, we got involved in wars and planners had the chance to carry out only one 
plan (that of 1960-65), after which there was no planning, until now, when we have 
reached the point of confronting the issue and wondering whether it is possible to 
create a rapid population change. Change, no matter how closely aligned people's 
efforts may be, will be broughtabout in 20 years at least; should we wait until that 
time to carry out all the plans and methods? In my opinion, we must develop existing 
human resources and carry out the resolution of the Bucharest Conference of 1974, 
which is a logical one for developing countries. That is, we should embrace the notion 
of development as a higher national interest and work to make raising the per capita 
standard of living the starting point. If a person's standard is raised, he will work 
to keep and advance it, because a person who has no level will not be concerned about 
anything, and there is room for everyone on the sidewalk! 


Family planning will come about through economic and social development, which will 
create a specific intellectual climate and will form the specific behavioral habits 
we want! 


Albert Barsum Salamah: If we deal with the subject of the temporary and permanent 
emigration of Egyptians abroad and its relationship to te population question, we 
will find a very strong correlation. Emigrants would not have traveled had they 
found good job opportunities. Therefore, emigration has become a constitutional 
right which cannot be prohibited, although it is possible to regulate it in accordance 
with the demands of society. Therefore, I, along with my colleague the minister of 
manpower, am preparing legislation on the travel of Egyptians abroad to work for the 
purpose of protecting them and doing away with speculation. If we regulate this, the 
number of people traveling abroad will increase. One should realize that the total 
people abroad now number 3 million and their total remittances to Egypt were about 
$2,866,000,000 last year. We are now carrying out studies that will strive to tie 
them to the motherland, develop an affiliation with Egypt and attract them to take 
part in investment projects. 


Participating in the Symposium 


Dr Muhammad Subhi 'Abd—-al-Hakim, chairman of the Consultative Assembly, chaired the 
symposium. Participating in it were Eng Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Labor Party; 
Albert Barsum Salamah, minister of state for emigration affairs and public relations 
for Sgyptians abroad; Dr Kamal al-Janzuri, minister of planning; Dr Fu'ad Hashin, 
minister of economy; Sayyid Zaki, deputy chairman of the People's Assembly; Dr Muham- 
mad Hilmi Murad, deputy chairman of the Labor Party; Dr 'Aziz al-Bindari, chairman of 
the Family Planning and Population Agency; Dr Muhammad Mahmud al-Sayyad, member of 
Arabic Language Academy and professor of literature, Cairo /Universiiy/; Dr Mukhtar 
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lialludah, chairman of the Central Mobilization and Statistics Agency; Dr 'Abd-al- 
Rahman al-Najjar, director of mosques in the Ministry of Religious Endowments; 

Dr Salah-al-Din Namiq, former dean of commerce and full-time professor, al-Azhar; 

Dr Mustafa al-Jindi, deputy chairman of the Central Mobilization and Statistics Agency; 
Dr Muhammad al-Sayyid Ghallab, professor in the Institute of African Studies and 
Research; Dr Ramzi Zaki, senior expert in the National Planning Institute; Dr Husayn 
Ramzi Kazim, first deputy chairman of the Central Organization and Management Agency; 
Dr Ahmad 'Ali Isma'il, deputy chairman of the Faculty of Literature, Cairo; Dr ‘Atif 
Muhammad Khalifah, professor and chairman of the Department of Population Statistics, 
Cairo University; Dr Widad Murqus of the National Center for Social and Criminal 
Research; Najwa al-Wakil, lecturer in the Faculty of Commerce, al-Azhar University; 
Husayn 'Inan, acting chairman of the Radio and Television Federation; Ahmad Shukri, 
representative of the Ministry of Social Affairs; Dr Hasan Bilal, media director of 
the Ministry of Health; Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam, director of population and develop- 
ment of the Family Planning and Population Agency; and, for AL~AHRAM, Mahmud Murad. 


President Discusses Family Planning 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 17 Mar 82 pp 3, 6 


[excerpts/ The weekly meeting President Husni Mubarak held yesterday was devoted 

to a meeting with National Party members of the People's and Consuliative Assemblies 
from the Governorates of Cairo and al-Jizah. Attending the meeting were Dr Fu'ad 
Muhyi-al-Din, the prime minister; Dr Mustafa Khalil, deputy chairman of the party; 

Dr Sufi Abu Talib, chairman of the People's Assembly; Dr Muhammad Subhi 'Abd-al-Hakin, 
chairman of the Consultative Assembly; Fikri Makram 'Ubayd, deputy prime minister for 
People's and Consultative Assembly affairs; and a large number of deputy ministers 
and ministers. 


The president entered the Central Mobilization and Statistics Agency meeting hall a 
quarter of an hour before the scheduled time, during which he passed before all the 
members at their places and greeted them. 


At 1100 hours sharp the president was at his place on the meeting podium, with a 
group of questions in his possession that the party members had written for the 
president to reply to. 


Family Planning 


The president read out a question from Mrs Zaynab al—Sabki on the lack of success in 
family planning programs. Dr Hamdi al-Sayyid spoke about this issue, pointing to 
people who said that the popubtion increase was a blessing and stating, "When illit~ 
eracy reaches 60 or 70 percent, is this the type of blessing we want to increase? 
Before I can state that the population increase is a blessing I must think about the 
people of the present, who exist today and are more deserving of attention and care. 
These issues must be raised." 


lie added that the Family Planning Agency would not solve the population problem, be- 
cause the problem in Egypt was much deeper than that; the problem would not be 
solved by law, by penalties or by inducements but would take persuasion. 


President Mubarak said, Opinions uiffer. This issue needs party discussion." 
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Dr Zaynab al-Sabki said, "When we say that we want to farm the desert, we must ask who 
it is who will farm this desert. We need a trained force and need to turn manpower 
into a productive force." 


President Mubarak said, "I would prefer that this issue be discussed at the party 
level, in total freedom." 


Dr Subhi 'Abd-al-Hakim, chairman of the Consultative Assembly, spoke on the same 
subject, pointing out that there were three dimensions to this problem in Egypt, 
related to: 


1. Population girowth. 
2. Population di.stribution. 
3. Population characteristics. 


He said, "When we speak about the population problem, we speak about the first dimen- 
sion and ignore the other two. The first dimension is not just the population in- 
crease but is connected to the disruption between economic and population growth in 
the future. We are faced with a rapid population growth which is not matched by 

is adequate economic growth. The lack of balance between the two is the gist of the 
problem and therefore we must deal with the two simultaneously." 


He added, "At the same time, we must act to reduce the population growth rates. Tnat 
is not an easy problem, as some people imagine, because it is linked to the most 
special characteristics of man. Family planning is an individual decision between two 
spouses and they bring considerations of the interests of the family into it before 
the interests of society." 





Dr Subhi 'Abd-al-Hakim pointed out "Legislating in order to remedy these matters may 
be harmful; no matter how we may reduce development rates, Egypt's population will not 
be below 60 million in 2000. Is it possible for this number to live in the sort of 
unique distribution pattern where we find that 99 percent of the population is jammed 
together and suffocating in a trench that is strangling them?" 


Dr Subhi added, "There is the problem of the gcvernorates whose inhabitants might emi- 
grate to Cairo and Alexandria. We must deal with the elements of emigration in these 
governorates, which are the governorates of the southern Delta, al-Minufiyah specifi- 
cally, and Asyut, Qina and Sawhaj in Upper Egypt. These governorates must grow and 
there must be job opportunities and a stanrd of living close to the towns to which they 
are emigrating, to some extent." 


President Mubarak said "The problem is frightening and in our planning we must look at 
the next 10 or 20 years and discuss this in the party." 


Expert Questions Population Problem 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 16 Mar 82 p 7 


[Krticle by Dr 'Abd-al-Majid Farraj/ 
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[text/ The Egyptian economy could be said to be facing a population problem and the 
population in Egypt could also be said to be facing an economic problem. However, 
whatever the situation may be, do we have the right to say that this is what our 
economy brought upon us and that therefore the population must display a tolerant 
attitude toward this economy by reducing its growth rate? Or would it be more worthy 
for us also to say that this is what our population brought upon us and therefore 

the economy must deal tolerantly toward this population by raising the rates of 
economic growth? 


There are figures which show economists the ugliness and seriousness of the popula- 
tion situation, and there are figures that show the population the ugliness and 
seriousness of the economic situation. The population has been in an eternsel situa- 
tion, and here it is today in the situation it is in, here the national income is at 
its current level, gross national product is at its current volume, gross netional 
spending is at its current volume, the per capita share of both is as it is, the con- 
sumption level is as it is, the levels of savings and investment are as they are, and 
so on and so forth. 


However, one cannot give sanctity to the relationships and proportions which figures 
in their free state embody, simply because they are figures; rather, in order for any 
figure to merit considerations of respectability, esteem and honor, we must first 
explain the concepts on which it is based. 


I do not need to take the reader very far afield to prove the importance of what we 
are saying. I now have before me a study (a foreign one) on the population of Egypt, 

a study that has status and has made an impression among officials, which states that 
the annual gross domestic product growth rate was 5.7 percent in the period 1955-65, 
then dropped to 2 percent in the seventies, then rose to 8.9 percent in 1975, then 
rose again to 9.4 precent in 1976. When the study (which is foreign) mentions these 
figures, it hastens to draw our attention to the fact that the rise we can observe in 
these rates is not a real one but is, rather, a superficial one that may be attributed 
to the fact that the basis of the calculation was different from the one used previous- 
ly. That is a qualification for which we must be grateful. 


This kind of qualification must be observed when we are talking about the various 
phenomena that figures are used to describe, whenever their bases -—— the bases for 
measuring or defining them, in their contents —- change, or when the criteria by which 
growth or contraction are measured differ. 


if we are told, for instance, that the level of something has risen by such-and-such 
a percentage, we must strive to evaluate this rise (or fall) in the light of the 
importance of this thing, and we must also wonder about the original level on whose 
basis this percentage was measured. 


What there can be no doubtabout is that the rise in the price of bread by a single 
percentage point, for instance, represents, to politicians, economists and the society 
as a whole a danger that surpasses the danger of a rise in the price of salt by 1,000 
points. The rise in the price of something (or its production) by a scant rate from 

a level that was originally high is considered a more momentous occurrence than a rise 
in the same rate from a lower and more modest level. 
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If we are told that there is a disruption in the relationship between the population 
and production, for example, we must no matter how much we may accept that there is a 
terrific increase in the population, closely examine whether production in each sector 
in isolation has reached its maximum and final limit and whether other methods have not 
yet been used to increase this production and increase the productivity of workers and 
capital in this sort of sector or another. 


Ultimately, we can see with some clarity that if the economy has a case vis-a-vis the 
population, the population has case upon case vis-a-vis the economy. One of these 
cases, for example, is that of production and production competence and diversifica- 
tion, to which the case of investments and their distribution among the various sec- 
tors, activities and projects is connected, then a third case, that of specialization 
and geographical emplacement (whether Muhammad should go to the mountain or the moun- 
tain should go to Muhammad), a fourth case, that of insistence on production regard- 
less of exorbitant costs or concern for production at the lowest cost, then a fifth 
case, a sixth case and a seventh case. These are all cases that have not received 
their share of clear, conscious, frank discussion of the causes which are too subtle 
to enumerate. 


We have the right, for example, to wonder whether we have in fact devoted the neces- 
sary attention to the balance between agriculture and industry. Have we pursued 
approaches to industrialization through the closest door, the door of agricultural 
processing? Have we built the edifice of industry just as a challenge to satisfy 
the urgent, pressing needs of the masses to satisfy, the deep-rooted long range 
needs, or to cover the costs of imports? Have we been able, so far, through the 
industrial projects we have chosen, to achieve the best results without exception, 
or have we chosen the projects which are the most suitable, have the most efficient 
production and provide the most abundant returns? Or have we perhaps succumbed to 
a love for projects with difficult structures, complex components, show production 
and minor yield, so that there are therefore no added incomes or growing resources, 
but just exhausted resources? 


Isn't it possible that this might be the starting point in ascertaining the sources 
of the disruptions we observe between population and resources? 


Moreover, is there no scope, in any corner of this society, to prevent extravagance 
and restrict the waste that may have brought us the pains it has brought us, which 
we do not cease lamenting about -—— finding nothing to which to attribute these con- 
ditions beyond condemning the population's unrestrained use of this co. \try's re- 
sources through wanton reproduction and excessive, frantic fertility? 


where is the truth? Where is the misfortune? Where is the curse? Is it really in 
the population? 


If we assume, for the sake of argument, that the population is the cause of some of 
our sufferings, is it the cause of all our sufferings? Is it the unique cause of all 
our sufferings? 


There is no doubt that the population increase is putting pressure on limited re- 
sources and that humanitarian goals and objectives generally do not go beyond the 
availble limits of resources at a specific moment, based on specific standards, and 
so forth. 
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However, this is the first and last issue of economics, and were it not for this 
issue economics would not have developed at all; it is the science that examines the 
scarcity of resources in comparison with goals. This is a continuing problem; there- 
fore, economics survives. I can say that if we in our national economy, or in any 
national economy, arrive at a specific point of equilibrium, our problems will not 
end there, because we, and others beside us,will seek out a higher, loftier new point 
of equilibriur. 


Yes, the population increase might be a cause of the increasing pressure on goods, 
services, facilties and so forth. 


Yes, we might take it for granted that that has led, and is leading, in most cases, 
to overflowing sewers, crowded streets, the bad condition of the telephones, electri- 
city blackouts, and so forth. 


But is the population increase the cause of the lack of attention to the paving of 
roads, and the repeated repaving of particular roads in rapid succession? 


Is the population increase the cause of the heaps of dirt that municipality men throw 
up on both sides of the street as a result of their addiction to interrupted or con- 
tinuous excavation activities that result in closing some roads to passersby and 
vehicles, even in the areas with the least population congestion? Where is the ex- 
cuse? 


Is the population the cause of the deliberate opening of manholes in the middle of 
the street, and the deliberate failure to close them, as if by previous insistence 
and design, so that the people who slip into them slip into them, and the people who 
fall down into them fall down into them? Is it the population that opens these 
manholes and does not close them after doing so? Is that the reason why some railway 
crossings do not have visible barriers? 


Is it the population that is content to keep going back to electrical bill payment 
windows and others, time and again, to be told on each occasion that these bills have 
not yet come to the windows but are lying about in dra.eors and valises in the main 
center, while waiting for the slow monthly inventory period to end, thus bringing to 


prominence the slogan that congestion slows down work at the windows, and other places 
besides? 


Js it the population that is the cause of the drop in performance levels? 
Is that the misfortune and the curse? 
Is that the sole reason? 
Let us come back and follow up on the discussion. 
Sociologist Scrutinizes Population Problem 
Cairo AL—AIRAM in Arabic 17 Mar 82 p 7 
[Article by Dr 'Abd-al-Majid Farraj7 


[Text/ The point one cannot accept is to hear it said that it has become impossible 
to reform the existing situation because of the population issue alone, that develop- 
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ment efforts are of no use and will be wasted because of high population growth rates 
alone, or that the population represents a form of pressure that portends an explo- 
sion or is tantamount to a bomb in time and place. Wailing and lamenting are going 
on to the point where we are making the solution to all our problems contingent on 
the solution to the population problem first of all. 


This sort of tendency in thinking is risky because it simply means that we will not 
be able to solve any of our problems unless the family planning and birth control 
campaigns attain their objectives; even if this happens, that will not be of much — 
help in solving our problems, in the view of experts, because by 2000 we will have 
reached a population of 60 million at the lowest estimate. 


So should we be content with the situation we are in and the situation we are up 
against, just because we have failed, and will continue to fail, to win a radical 
sweeping victory for all the government's approaches toward fertility and reproduction? 
Should we be happy at having the resolution of all our economic and social problems 
put off to unspecified time just because the issue of fertility and reproduction is 
one that we might not be able to overcome, since it is an individual emotional human 
social issue on which the decisions depend on the options of individuals and their 
families, and is not an executive issue where equanimity, appeals, legislation or 
chiding will be sufficient remedy? 


Although it is not right that we should be opposed to setting our hopes on a drop in 
the population growth rates in one form or another, it is not right, either, that we 
should permit ourselves to give up and surrender in the face of current economic and 
social problems. 


Thus, from the standpoint of economic and social development, specifically, we must 
consider the population growth in Egypt a fact of life or an indisputable premise in 
the short run and should not use this hypothesis as a pretext to shrink from making 
efforts that will sooner or later help the population growth rates decline from their 
current leve's. 


This sort of acceptance, that the population issue is a fact of life, will free us from 
continuing to imagine that it is impossible to reform the existing situation. Thus 

we will be able to devote ourselves full time, with all our strength, to issues of 
production and to change this pessimistic view which considers that the population 

is just a misfortune or a curse, so that we can change our position and consider it, 

at least in part, one of the most important assets for development in Egypt, as hu- 
man resources possessing capacities or powers in their midst that can be invested in 
ways that will bring good to Egypt and its people, in spite of all obstacles. 


Do not consider that I need to repeat what I have said previously: I do not belittle 
the importance of viewing the population as a burden; rather, I go along with this 
notion, but I demand that the fact that the population is a burden be considered a 
matter that is to be taken for granted. 


While we are covering points in sequence, it would also be useful for us to show that 
some schools of thought on the population issue cali for a solution to the population 
crises to be founded on a review of the crop structure of the available agricultural 
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indecd, call specifically for the freeing of agricultural areas farmed with natural 
fibers such as cotton and linen, for instance, which can be replaced, at least in 
oarlt, by the synthetic fibers that science has managed to provide, such as nylon, 
(diarlon), dacron and so forth, so that it will be possible to use this land for 
growing food for people. 


These people continue to be optimistic, claiming that this sort of approach could 
also be applied to vast lands that are taken_up by animal fodder. They call for 
these lands to be cleared of animal fodder /crops/ and to be used for the cultivation 
of food for humans, while the animals are fed synthetic fodder. 


Indeed, some people support the idea that what people grow to feed themselves should 
be replaced by synthetic foods they can find palatable, helping to free up at least 
some agricultural land, on which it will be possible to concentrate cultivation of 
crops for which there is intense need and for which there might not be an alternative 
in the form of synthetic food. 


Aside from the possibility of carrying these recommendations out immediately, and the 
fact that the feasibility of some of them has actually been demonstrated throughout 
the world, they will cause us to turn our attention to new horizons which will divert 
us from the dark, gloomy, grim view of the population issue and from abandonment to 
the despair over the possibility of acquiring sufficient resources to respond to 
people's needs, desires or whims that is connected to this view. The issue, it ap- 
pears, is one of guidance, and this guidance may help spread hope among economists 
and officials in general in one way or another. 


Lest we derive pleasure from continuing to complain about the population increase, 
this method of remedying our economic problems and issues must be connected to the 
fact that we should strive, and strive seriously, to intensify our efforts to stimu- 
late our human exports without ignoring local requirements for this local human output. . 


It might be thought (though this is not necessarily correct) that the movement of some 
of Egypt's human resources outside Egypt is proof that there is a human surplus in 
igypt. Rather, the opposite might be true in some cases, because Egypt actually is 
complaining of a scarcity, lack or shortage in some areas of competence and skills, 
which has led the wages in some of these occupations to rise in an intense and escala- 
ting manner. Lest this phenomenon become exacerbated and Egypt's occupational crisis 
become intensified, it is necessary to set out policies which will encourage the 
people pursuing these occupations to stay in Egypt, whether they have emigrated or 
are waiting to do so. 


“gypt Is a Farm for Skills 


The fact that the Egyptians abroad are not necessarily surplus to Egypt's needs, and 
its concern to respond to Arab and non-Arab countries' requests and meet these coun- 
tries' needs for Egypt's human resources, must prompt it to think of considering it~ 
self a big farm or factory for skills that will meet the needs of local and foreign 
markets at the same time. It must consider this as a sort of export activity that is 
linked to concern for covering the cost of production of these talents -- indeed, 
there is nothing to prevent the government from realizing some sort of direct profit 
from this, guaranteeing that this production will come to have an economic return -- 
and it should be feasible for Egypt to expand its necessary intrinsic capacity sub- 
sequently to achieve more such export production while being careful to avoid the 
dangers of failure. 
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In this regard, Egypt might think of using a system of shifts in putting its human 
resources to work outside its borders, at least as far as scarce or central occupa- 
tions goe Construction workers, for insvance, could be used by being moved from 

town to town or country to country; we can imagine that this might also apply to 
doctors and engineers. In fact, it has actually been proved that this can be done 
in the case of university professors, since their universities send them out for 
specific periods of the year, not the whole year, to branches of Cairo University in 
Khartoum, for example. This could lead us to the notion of organizing loans in this 
manner for short periods, which could be repeated or not during a given academic year, 
in a manner for example corresponding to an academic class for a whole year, where 
the academic material is concentrated rather than being spread out over a whole year. 
This system actually is followed in university education; Egypt will not lose any 
benefits since its resources will remain inside it and friends will benefit from 

them abroad, while the major rights to these resources are guaranteed as if these 
individuals were on loan for a whole year. 


Our appeal for the need for Egypt tenaciously to avoid marketing its human products, 
except in exchange for a suitable return for the individual and for Egypt, is not 

diminished by the fact that Egyptian, indeed Arab, labor is dwindling and contract- 
ing in some Arab countries in face of the flow of Asian labor into these countries. 


Although the Arabic language is no longer one of the decisive criteria of labor 
preference, especially in unskilled occupations, in these Arab countries; although 
sign language takes the place of words on some occasions; although the Arabic language 
is sometimes distorted in address to facilitate understanding among Asiatics; and al- 
though some Arab countries are familiar with some Asian languages and dialects: 


In spite of all that, which might be a threat to the future of Egyptian and Arab 
workers in some of these countries, and indeed in some cases might be a threat to 
oerformance levels and the future of the Arabic language in these places, nonetheless 
there are certain occupations in which these Arab countries cannot do without people 
who speak the Arabic language articulately and fluently, especially the occupation 
of teaching at various educational levels; this is an occupation in which we are 
asking that the principle of the use of shifts be followed. 


It is no secret to us that in 1975 Egypt supplied many Arab countries, of which we 
might mention specifically Bahrain, Kuwait, Libya, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 

the emirates, with no less than 22 percent of the manpower these seven countries 
required that year. This is close to half of the Arab human resources these countries 
have been importing. It is expected that this proportion will remain as it is until 
1985, but the absolute number of Egyptians needed by these countries is anticipated 

to rise, from 353,000 in 1975 to 711,000 in 1985 —— that is, the number will double 

in 10 years, according to World Bank report (issued on 30 June 1981, in English, 

page GlXe 


It is not proper that Egypt should be content to have it said that the presence of its 
human resources in the Arab nation is to its advantage and affirms its status in these 
countrics, since Egypt's status in these countries was actually affirmed before the 
Sgyptian people started working there in these immense numbers. Rather, Egypt must 
retrieve its rights as an exporter of its human resources and must perform its duty 
toward countries that want these resources by turning itself into a great farm for 
processing skills and areas of competence in meeting the needs of local and foreign 
markets at the same time. 
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when sgypt relies upon its innate human resources as an export industry and a source 
of self-financing, without loans, it will thereby have set its feet on the beginning 
of the road to upright development, properly guided by the wise, sound, proper eco-= 
nomic, social and political development principle, which is that Egypt should make 
sacrifices for itself and strive to concentrate on its most abundant resources in 
creating this development. There is nothing more abundant in Egypt than human 
resources and it can rely on this in realizing development by depending on it as an 
export industry. 


Committee Discusses Penalizing Birthrate 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 9 Mar 82 p 6 
[Krticle by al-Sayyid al-Babli/ 


[Text/ The National Party Health and Family Planning Committee, under the chairman- 
ship of Dr Ahmad al-Binhawi, discussed the problem of the population explosion and 
family planning and demanded that the issue be discussed at the highest party levels 
so that a radical solution to the problem may be set out. 


The committee recommended that the Higher Population and Family Planning Council be 
granted absolute powers and meet at least once a month under the chairmanship of the 
prime minister in Cairo or in the governorates on a periodic basis. 





The committee recommended that family planning responsibilities be immediately trans- 
ferred to the local governments, that the development of family planning method 
training programs for doctors be reviewed, and that a media authority be organized 
under the chairmanship of the minister of information to set out a media plan and 
carry it out on the central and local levels. 


The committee said that it was necessary to turn mosques into centers for the propa- 
gation of religious culture in villages and the dissemination of clear, persuasive 
views from al-Azhar on family planning, while raising the cultural and social level 
of the imams in the mosques, organizing cultural ‘cdurses for them and supporting the 
National Party's activities in the field of family planning by actually forming fanm- 
ily planning committees on all levels and politically evaluating party committee 
secretaries on the basis of their success in reducing the birth rates in their areas. 


Al-Azhar Holds Medical Conference 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 5 Mar 82 p 1 
[irticle by Ahmad Abu Yusuf/ 


[ext] The al-Azhar Medical Committee demanded that people refrain from getting mar- 
ried at an early age and that couples settle for one or two children at the most, in 
order to provide a dignified, better life for families and children end bring about 
welfare for the society. 


The joint conference of doctors from al-Azhar and the French (Maurine) University 


recommended that the use of medicines be properly guided and that alternatives be 
furnished so that the citizens can realize preventive security. 
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Family Planning Advertisement 
Cairo AL-AHRAM /Supplement/ in Arabic 26 Feb 82 p 11 
[text] [From top to bottom/ Shall Families Enjoy the Calm and Organized Life 
[Family planning organization hallmark/ 
In small families, through God's grace and blessing: 


The father's responsibilities are lighter and he bears them with contentment and 
security; 


The mother's health is better and she looks after the family with affection and 
happiness; 


Children have good opportunities for everything -—— food, clothing and education. 
Go to the nearest family planning center or unit and receive guidance free of charge. 


With the compliments of the Media, Education and Communications Center of the General 
information Authority. 
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GOVERNOR ISSUES NEW CAIRO SUMMER WORK HOURS 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 30 Mar 82 p l 


/Article: "Summer Work Hours in Cairo: from 0900 Hours in the Morning to 2000 
Hours at Night in Shops and Industrial Areas Starting Thursday"/ 


/Text/ Summer season work hours in public shops, industrial areas and workshops in 
the Governorate of Cairo which are to start the day after tomorrow, Thursday, and 
be in effect until the end of October, will go from 0900 hours in the morning and 
to 2000 hours in the evening, except on Mondays and Thursdays, when work may ex- 
tend to 2100 hours in the evening. 


The decree which Mr Sa'd Ma'mun, the governor of Cairo, issued yesterday stipulates 
that the operation of public and private sector movie houses is to stop at 0030 
hours in the morning and that the operation of means of public transportation is to 
stop at 0100 hours in the morning, except for arrival and departure routes of work 
shifts in major industrial areas. 


The decree also stipulates that cargoes may be loaded and unloaded in stores and 
industrial areas belonging to the two sectors only between 2000 hours at night and 
0700 hours in the morning. It is permissible to operate slow freight vehicles in 
that period, and permission may be granted to production workshops to operate after 
2000 hours in the evening if the employers and the workers agree to that, on con- 
dition that the area be totally closed off. 


Anyone violating these schedules will be punished by a fine of not less than 50 
pounds and no more than 500 pounds; the areas committing the violations may be shut 
down by administrative measures by decree of the governor for a period of no more 
than 1 month. 


The governor will issue a decree on work scheduling during the blessed month of 
Ramadan, 
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IRAN 


IRAN-IRAQ WAR, PEACE EFFORTS, SADDAM'S FATE DISCUSSED 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 28 Mar 82 p 6 


[Text] The message of President Khamene'i to Ahmed Sekou Toure, the President 
of Guinea, and the head of the peace mission, was actually an expression of 
the just claims of the nation of Iran, and again the just and revolutionary 
positions that the Islamic Republic of Iran has been emphasizing. Literally, 
in the text of the message, the characteristics of war and imperialist 
aggression, and its sole motive to crush the Islamic revolution of Iran 

and to defeat the Islamic revolution has been expressed again. A war, which 
according to the sayings of the President: "is a catastrophe, a loss of 
land, a loss for the Muslims and the world, and is only in the interests of 
the U.S." Also, the important message of the president again extensively 
reflects the peaceful stand of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the attention 
and information of the people of the world and for sincere and peace-loving 
individuals. But the reason for writing this article is the part of the 
President's message where he says: "the government of Iraq does not have any 
intentions for a real peace, but is taking advantage of propaganda by 
presenting unacceptable proposals and conditions and creating obstacles. 


This is what Saddam continues to do with the help of the imperialist 
propaganda machine to escape from the whirlpool of his endless aggression." 
The motive for writing this article is the repeated effort to help those who 
are misled and have been fed by imperialist propaganda and have not yet 
realized the innermost nature of this aggressive war, which is imposed on the 
people of Iran by imperialism and the leadership of America through the hands 
of Saddam. 


The day after America's Saddam's aggression on the soil of Iran, the 
imperialist news machine, along with the reactionary regimes of the regions, 
especially their news facilities under the control of American imperialism 
and the news facilities of the Saddam regime as the principal implementers 
of the American project of attacking Iran, coupled with the military attack, 
hid their filthy aims, and deceived public cpinion about the purposes of 
this imperialistic war. They have based all their diplomatic and political 
efforts on this deceitful basis to reverse the nature of the revolutionary 
and peace-loving policies of the people of Iran and the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, in order to hide the nature of their treacherous aggression. But the 
truth is, that behind all these hypocritical scenes and the deceitful 
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propaganda, where a drop of truth and revolutionary knowledge exists, the 
cock's tail could be easily seen. Yes, where the sword brandishers of the 
White House and their reactionary protogees, with the policy of "Big Stick 
[club]" are standing in the sunshine of truth, and chanting peace slogans, 

the defamed cock's tail is shown unprecedentedly. We have to ask those who 
are not able to realize this matter clearly whether those who today are 
planning the expansion of the Iraqi war against Iran started by the White 
House, in military headquarters are encouraging the reactionary regimes to 
participate in this aggressive war, and those who divulge their hypocritical 
compassion and deceitful intentions of peace in the Persian Gulf region, 

are not these demagogues, that under the cover of peace, have planned the 
aggressive war of Saddam against the Islamic Revolution of Iran, and are 
implementing it with Saddam's hand? Is the haste and hurry of the White 
House rulers to persuade and encourage the reactionary regimes with financial, 
military and political aid to Saddam, not creating the political and military 
faction, which has proclaimed their evident purpose as confronting the Islamic 
liberation movement in the regions, especially confronting the Islamic 
Revolution of Iran?" 


Establishing the joint military committees and finally expanding the war by 
establishing more cooperation among the allied reactionary regimes for 
confronting revolutionary Iran; doesn't this mean war seeking in the guise 

of hypocritical cries for peace? If we want to realize the nature of this 
aggressive war and also the real content of the false peace seeking slogans 
of Saddamand his American masters more than before, it is enough to know that 
war is indeed the continuation of the anti-human and anti-Islamic American 
Ba'th regime of Iraq, and the Iran-Iraq war represents military confrontation 
between revolutionary policy on one side, and counterrevolutionary, under 

the leadership of America, from the other side. It is interesting to know 
that one of the aims of the revolutionary policy is solving the differences 
and contradictions between different social systems by understanding the 
people's will and choices, and not through military expeditions, a subject 
which has been emphasized over and over again in the interviews and lectures 
of the high ranking officials of the Islamic Republic of Iran, especially by 
our revolutionary leader, Imam Khomeyni, the president, the speaker of the 
Majlis, and the members of the cabinet. But the imperialists and their 
trained counterrevolutionaries do not accept these revolutionary and profound 
peace-seeking views, and the plundering capitalist monopolists of the west 
always have been after the opportunity for more profits by plundering the 
property and natural wealth of nations through dreadful exploitation. 
Wherever a nation is standing on its feet and is not giving in to exploitive 
and colonial systems, and revolts against the plundering and domination of 
the imperialists against their natural resources and other affairs in their 
lives, this justice seeking of the masses, is declared as war seeking by the 
imperialists. For this reason, wherever there has been a war in a region of 
the world, this war has been and is imposed by the imperialists against the 
oppressed people, and it is natural that the people do not have any alternative 
except to defend themselves from the war seeking and unrestrained imperialism, 
in order to eliminate aggression and regain their justified rights. This is 
in principal the explanation of today's suffering and pain of the risen 
nations of Iran, Palestine, El Salvador and Nicaragua, etc. 
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This is the real root of a war which is proceeding from one side by the 
oppressor's power under the leadership of the Big Satan, the criminal 

United States, and from inside and outside, against the Islamic revolution 

of Iran and its distressed masses. A war which has caused the flow of blood 
of the brave people of this nation (blood which in Imam's description: "It 

is blood which brings victory not the sword"). But the deceitful imperialist 
hypocritically always calls these people war seekers in their propaganda, 

and it seems they do not realize that today the world has changed. A world 
where nations have obtained their golden freedom from the yoke of colonialisn. 
The risen masses are now striking, and have become informed and have 
recognized the ugly reality of peace seeking imperialism, especially when they 
talk about their vital American interests in the Persian Gulf, the Middle 
East, Latin America, Africa and even in space. Yes, the masses of the world 
have recognized the concept of peace of the White House rulers very well, 

a peace which is on one side the plundering of the natural resources and the 
wealth of different countries, and the savage exploitation of the oppressed 
masses, and dependency of the economic systems of these countries on the 
markets of Western capitalism, and the exertion of influence in the politics 
of the countries to control the lever of the sovereign countries in order to 
confront any independence seeking movements. Transmutation of the independent 
and original cultures and propogating the decayed and degraded western culture 
and causing the poverty and impoverishment of millions of people of the world 
as the main precondition of the peace, is an empty and vain peace. The 

people shout “shame to the imposed peace." In order to replace the imposed 
peace by a just and anti-colonialist one, with the will of the people 
governing their countries, we will fight a justified fight. This is something 
that the people of Iran are emphasizing along with the words of their elected 
president: "The Muslim and generous people of Iran wholeheartedly desire 

a justified peace, a peace which does not encourage and exhorts the war 
starters, a peace to extinguish the fire of war permanently, not temporarily, 
.and finally a peace that proves that the starters of aggression are not 
winners. We believe such a peace will assure all the nations that they will 
be able, without the fear of war, to continue their peaceful and honorable 
life, and if attacked, the awakened conscience of the benevolent people will 
not leave them alone und will protect then. 
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TRAN 


COMMANDER OF GROUND FORCES PREDICTS FUTURE OF WAR 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 12 Apr p 15 


[Text] Colonel Sayyad-Shirazi, commander of the ground forces of the army of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, expressed his views concerning the recent 
victories of the Islamic soldiers and the future of the war in an interview 
with the correspondent of the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY in Qom. 


According to the correspondent of the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY, pointing 
out that the Islamic combatants have the upper hand, he said in connection 
with the future of the war: With the help of God, with this great victory, 
we hope to soon finish the last stage of the large scale operations and force 
the enemy into submission or, on the other hand, destroy the enemy forces and 
liberate the occupied regions, based on the latest evaluation of the situa- 
tion of our own forces and the ability which we feel God has given us. Also, 
in connection with the actions of the superpowers and their allies in the 
region, especially after the recent victories, he said: The secret and open 
conspiracies of the superpowers are numerous. What is readily apparent is 
the relationship between Saddam and the reactionary mercenary countries in the 
region and the weak position that Saddam has displayed, declaring that he has 
given orders for retreat; but he does not want to admit that this retieat is 
a kind of running away and illustrates the disunity in his army. 


Colonel Sayyad-Shirazi said in regards to the spoils obtained from the 
abject army of the enemy: The amount of spoils gained from the enemy is so 
great that we have thusfar been unable to announce accurate statistics. But, 
what is certain is that our Muslim combatants are quickly gathering and 
distributing the spoils obtained. We will immediately use all of these 
resources against the enemy and we will store the surplus. The commander of 
the ground forces also said, concerning the experiences of the war which can 
be utilized and which can serve as the best arena for the training of 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers: The brothers in the Guards Corps 
and the military have made good strides in gaining experience from the war. 
Through mutual cooperation, they are perfecting what they have learned from 
this experience and, in the future, we will use these experiences in the war 
training centers of our country. But even more important than these 
experiences is our combatants’ spirit of belief, which illustrates that our 
model and school for teaching battle techniques and expertise must be faith 
and ideology in order that everything we learn be used for God. The major 
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factor in the success of the Islamic soldiers is the perfect Islamic leader- 
ship among the military units. We have benefitted greatly from the presence 
of our clerical brothers who have always been at our side. It has been 
decided that beneficial classes will be established in this regard. In 
connection with the important element of the mobilization of the people on 
the fronts, he said: The motivation to act for God accompanies the spirit of 
seeking martyrdom. This motivation was evolving even before the revolution. 
With the effective role of the imam's leadership in guiding the people, which 
has today progressed greatly, this evolution has become clear. Any time that 
we need forces, so many volunteer that we are unable to accept them all and 
we have to make a number of them wait. When the combatants come to the front 
and see the signs of God's victory, their thirst for participation in the 
operations increases. This is very important to the authorities of the war. 
In regards to the effects of the war on bringing about the liberation of dear 
Jerusalem, he said: From now, we feel that in our spreading of the Islamic 
revolution on a global scale, the ties between the forces who have faith in 
God are becoming stronger day by day and the method of fighting the heathens 
and enemies of Islam is becoming more thorough. With this combat formation, 
we are also prepared to confront international Zionism and to liberate 
Jerusalem from the hands of the occupiers. But what is happening in regards 
to the universalization of the government of his holiness Mehdi [the 12th 
imam] cannot be ignored. As we go forward, the grounds for the reappearance 
[of Mehdi] are expanding and we shall see what favor God will pwovide in the 
future. In conclusion, Colonel Sayyad-Shirazi said in a message: With the 
help of God, we will witness the significant, final victories of the Islamic 
combatants on the war fronts. We must all try to continue our urgent 
struggle in a more uniform manner than in the past and avoid issues which can 
cause disunity and gaps among the faithful, God willing. 
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IRAN 


PAPER CLAIMS DESPOTISM IS REPLACED BY ‘GOVERNMENT OF OPPRESSED, GOD' 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 31 Mar 82 pp 1, 20 


[Text] In his exalted name, tomorrow, I vote again for the Islamic Republic. 
Tomorrow again, I will shout in every street and quarter that the long years 
of my search, pains and waiting is in the Islamic Republic. Tomorrow, in 
the highest roofs of the city, and the highest hills of the villages, and 

in each minaret of the mosque, I will renew my allegiance to the Imam. 


Tomorrow, in the burial place of the martyrs of the last three years, at 
their bloody acsension, I will speak about my eternal alliance with the 
divine Imam's revolution and implant the name of my Imam in the wings of 

the angels. Tomorrow, I will decorate the day with the inheritance of the 
martyr's who were shouting "independence, freedom, Islamic Republic" and 
will fill all the main avenues and streets with my cry in order to remember 
again how much blood has been shed for this purpose and how many people have 
lost their lives in the desire for a second of jey. 


Tomorrow, with a "yes" vote, I will depart and I will tell everyone that each 
spring, the bloody alliance of 1 April will appear again. Tomorrow again, I 
will repeat these words of the Imam, "I say yes to the Islamic Republic with 
all my heart and soul, and I ask you sisters and brothers to go and say yes. 
Go and cast the "yes" vote in the voting box. Your happiness is in that, 

and your country with this "yes" will be independent, and with this "yes" 

you will be freed." Tomorrow again, I remind you of the invitation of my 
Imam to the people and I will say, “look at the blessing and presence of 

the Imam of the oppressed. Three years have passed since the first 
allegiance, three years ago in a day like tomorrow, one of God's great 
manifestations shone in the heart of these people, and its light lit the 

eyes of the desirous, and this light enlightens the hearts of God's 

innocents and the illuminous heart of Imam, and the path that this Iman, 

this aged, showed the people made the heart of millions of Muslims joyous 

and the restrained voice of Islam, which was hidden in the eager hearts of 
the Muslims, caused them to demand their lost rights and years of deprivation. 
Iran's permanency, commitments, and inward attraction of the Muslim people 

of Iran in this respected cause is displayed everyday in the scene of 
martyrdom, self-sacrifice, mourning, joy and victory." 
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The day that the people of Iran answered the devine invitation of Imam by 
pouring into the streets and with a "yes" vote, chose the Islamic republic, 
as its ideals devoted itself totally to Islam. The nation of Iran moved 
with its attention to Islam, that the blessed, almighty God is pleased with 
them, and amid a world of suffering and hardship is content with God's will 
and will continue its chosen path. This rank was the reward of the hardship 
which he has accepted with open arms in the hope of pleasing God. In the 
lines that our nation, with Imam's invitation and God's order, formed the 
love to God and love to Islam were seen, and like a solid structure brought 
them to the streets, and made them worthy of God's love, and the total purpose 
of God's revolution is that the people be as such. The relation that today's 
Iran has with its God, has enabled it, with a limited number, to attack tlhe 
infidel's fronts and defeat the infidels. 


Three years ago, the nation, contrary to all enemy plots against the 
revolution, voted for the Islamic Republic, and with this vote, revolted 
against all those who had ‘axes to grind’ in Iran. This revolution was the 
inheritance of Huseyn (the third Imam) to his followers. The nation of Iran, 
since the death of their Martyr Imam, up to today, every year, recalls its 
bloody inheritance and takes another Huseyn from this suffering land to 
heaven, and has given to every stone of this wide plain, the color and the 
scene of Huseyn and the color and scent of elevation. 


In Karbela, the nation of Iran has made an allegiance to guard the fruitful 
tree of the Islamic Revolution and to annihilate oppression and oppressors; 
to keep this allegiance, a great deal of blood has been shed. 


Today, we hear of this blood, and once again join the Islamic Republic day, 
this God's day and will come out and renew our old allegiance and together 
with our Imam will shout: "the morning of 1 April which is the first day 
of the rule of God is our biggest religious and national celebration--our 
nation must celebrate this day and keep it alive. The day that the 
2500-year palace of despotic rule collapsed and the Satan was demolished 
forever and was replaced by a government of the oppressed which is the rule 
of God." I vote again for the Islamic Republic. Tomorrow is my birthday. 
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IRAN 


OPPOSITION GROUPS SAID TO BE ‘ANNIHILATED' IN EAST AZARBAIJAN 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 12 Apr 82 p 4 


[Text] Tabriz--Hojjatoleslam Shoja'i, the religious judge of the Islamic 
Revolution Court of Tabriz, and brother Hamid Sotuti, the acting revolutionary 
prosecutor of this city, took part in an exclusive interview with the 
ETTELA'AT correspondent in Tabriz, responding to his questions concerning the 
Situation of the court and prison of Tabriz, the pardon of prisoners, the 
situation of the counterrevolutionary minigroups in the region, and the acti- 
vities of prisoners. 


In this interview, Hojjatoleslam Shoja'i first said, in connection with the 
present situation of the Islamic revolution court of Tabriz and the prison of 
this city: The Islamic Revolution Court and the Public Prosecutor's Office of 
this city have, from the beginning, been good and decisive and are so at the 
present time. All the branches of the Public Prosecutor's Office are active 
and the court is decisively examining its cases. By no means have we any 
shortcomings in the Revolution Court or the Public Prosecutor's Office in 
Tabriz. However, as far as thé prison is concerned, in addition to steps 
having been taken regarding hygiene and space, most of the activities of the 
brothers in prison involve guiding the prisoners who had been members of mini- 
groups. In this connection, the prison has improved and classes for teaching 
"Nahjobalagheh," principles, and beliefs are arranged. The prisoners also 
have a library which is active round the clock. They themselves have also 
participated in such activities as poetry, songs, and plays. 


Artistic Activities of Prisoners 


Brother Sotuti provided more details in this connection, adding: The prison 
brothers, members of the center for Islamic guidance of the Tabriz house of 
repentence recently performed two plays in the city. One of them was "Javabi 
Nadarim" [We Have No Answers], which was warmly received by the people of 
Tabriz. About 500,000 rials worth of tickets were sold. This amount was put 
in the account of the war victims, the prayer center of Imam Khomeyni, and the 
account of the foundation for the oppressed. Also, another play called 
“Akharin Harbeh" [The Last Weapon], which is a collection of the songs and 
messages of the repentant prisoners, was performed and warmly received by the 
people. 
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He added: The activities of the art group of the prison are very good. 
Recently, they have recorded two tapes which will soon be released nation- 
wide under the title "Neda-ye Tavvabin" [The Call of the Repentants]. Another 
branch of the center which is also very active is the group for the propaga- 
tion of Islamic culture. In this connection, numerous classes have been 
formed in which most of the former supporters of leftist minigroups take part. 
In these classes, tapes of the lessons of master Mohsen Qara'ati, martyr 
Ayatollah Beheshti, and other teachers are played on video, with good results. 
The members of these groups write articles which we print and distribute. In 
the near future, the fourth issue of the repentants' journal will be in print. 


Pardon of Prisoners 


Concerning the number of prisoners in Tabriz prison who are eligble for the 
imam's pardon, Hojjatoleslam Shoja'i said: After the decree of the imam of 
the people concerning the immediate examination of the cases of the accused, 
we sent a list of 600 prisoners from Tabriz to the pardon committee. On 
April 1, a list of 500 of those considered eligible for pardon by the commit- 
tee was announced to us and we immediately took action concerning the cases 
of these individuals. 


The religious judge of the Islamic Revolution Court of Tabriz added: Of 
these 500 who had shorter prison sentences, 200 were freed and the prison 
sentences of the other 300 were reduced. For instance, the life sentences 
were reduced to 15 years, 15-year sentences were halved, and sentences of 
less than this amount were reduced by two-thirds. Of course, among these 
were also members of minigroups; but, their number was small. It has been 
decided that later on, a larger number of repentant prisoners will be 
pardoned. 


The Psychological State of Minigroup Prisoners 


In regards to the psychological state of the minigroup prisoners, Hojjatoleslam 
Shoja'i said: The psychological state of these prisoners, given the fact that 
most of them have realized their mistakes, is good. Even at times during the 
trials when I question them, they accept all the accusations and say that they 
are ashamed before the nation and God and consider themselves guilty. 

Certainly, the best state of mind for a human being is when he confesses his 
sins before God and the nation. 


The Activities of the Revolution Prosecutor's Office 


Then, brother Sotuti spoke about the number of cases referred to the Revolu- 
tion Prosecutor's Office, comparing the situation to the early months. He 
said: 


The number of cases that are referred to the Revolution Prosecutor's Office of 
Tabriz has increased as compared to the early days of the revolution. The 
reason is both that the people have come to understand their own problems and 
refer them to us and also that the Supreme Judicial Council has given the 
authority to the Revolution Prosecutor's Offices to investigate more offenses. 
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All together, these have caused an increase in the number of cases referred 
to this office. 


Concerning the possibility of the existence of prisoners about whom decisions 
have not been made, he said: Of course, we cannot say that we will not have 
this type of prisoner, because the Guards Corps and others bring accused 
persons to the Prosecutor's Office every day and some of the accused have 
committed offenses for which they should stay in detention until their files 
are complete. 


But, in any case, the brothers do their best so that the cases of these indi- 
viduals are also decided upon, which is when their being in prison is both 
legally and religiously permissible. 


Temporary Leaves for Prisoners 


Concerning the leave program for prisoners, the religious judge of the Revolu- 
tion Court of Tabriz said: These leaves will continue in the future as well. 
Of course, we hope that in the future, the people of the Islamic Republic 

will reach such a state that there will be no one to commit a sin and go to 
prison. But in any case, if we have prisoners, in addition to giving them 
temporary leaves, we will have places next to the prisons for the prisoners 

to privately meet with their families. Those who do not go on leave will be 
allowed private visits with their families in prison. From the religious 
standpoint, this is a commendable action since the prisoners can take care of 
their families. 


The Situation of Counterrevolutionary Minigroups in the Region 


In explaining the present situation of counterrevolutionary minigroups in the 
region, Hojjatoleslam Shoja'i said: The counterrevolutionary minigroups in 
the region are being annihilated because most of them have been captured and 
punished for their actions. A number of them have also realized their mis- 
takes and have repented. Hence, very few of those individuals are now on the 
outside, and they are now away from home and lonely. For this reason, they 
have been defeated. If once in a while they do something, in my opinion, it 
is only a miserable effort. 


The acting revolutionary prosecutor of Tabriz also explained in this connec- 
tion that presently, the counterrevolutionary minigroups on the outside do 
not have much power and that also the people have recognized their true 
nature and are no longer deceived by them. 


Discovery of 330 Safehouses 


About the number of safehouses discovered in the region since the declaration 
of armed war by the pro-American minigroups against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, brother Hamid Sotuti said: During this period, about 330 safehouses 
belonging to counterrevolutionary minigroups in the region have been dis- 
covered. Some of these houses were very important and a large amount of 
equipment of the minigroups from these houses have come into our hands. 
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Rumors of Torture 


Then, Hojjatoleslam Shoja'i denied the rumors of any kind of torture in the 
court and prison of Tabriz and said: 





In a court in which everything is based on Islamic guidelines, torture cannot 
exist, because Islam does not allow it. 


He added: This is one of the rumors that is spread about the government and 
other institutions. But if they are counting the religious ruling of Islam 
and the Islamic Revolution Court concerning whipping, yes, this is done and 
it follows a religious ruling of Islam. 


Message to the Families of Prisoners 


At the end of the interview, Hojjatoleslam Shoja'i, in a message to the 
families of the prisoners of Tabriz, said: It is possible that families will 
become upset because their children or one of their relatives are in prison. 
But, in my opinion, if one day these families realize the truth, they must 
thank and praise the government and the authorities. 


Because, those who have been captured and sent to prison or have been 
sentenced for minor offenses to one or two years imprisonment, if they had 
remained on the outside, 80 percent of them would be armed, in which case, 
they would be killed in armed fights or arrested for participating in armed 
uprisings and would be executed. But they stay in prison for one or two 
years and then return to the society and can save face for several years. Of 
course, there are those among the families of prisoners who come to us or 
thank us over the telephone. We hope that all the prisoners will repent and 
return to the arms of the society safe and sound. 
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IRAN 


RADICALS BIDDING FOR COMPLETE TAKEOVER 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 68, 22 Apr 82 pp 1-3 


[Text] As former foreign minister Sadegh Qotbzadeh appeared on television this 
week to incriminate Iran's foremost moderate religious leader, Ayatollah 
Shari'at Madari, for being associated with a plot to subvert the Tehran regime 
the realisation began to spread among discerning Iran-watchers that the left- 
wing radical mullahs had launched what was in effect a "coup bid" against the 
moderate, conservative clerics who are holding up their radicalisation plans. 


It seems to some observers that it was the man who is regarded as the political 
head of the conservatives, Mehdi Mahdavi-Kani, a former premier and a member of 
the Council of Guardians, who might be the prime target of the campaign now 
being mounted through the arrests of Qotbzadeh and the stripping of Shari-at 
Madari, seen as Ayatollah Khomeyni's chief religious rival, of all his reli- 
gious titles. 


President Ali Khamene'i, who has been steadily building up his power in recent 
months, and the suspected Marxist Behzad Nabavi, seen as the other key radical 
figure, are obviously gambling that the passivity shown by the Iranian armed 
forces and the public at large in the face of wide purges and executions will 
continue during the new crisis. 


Shari-at Madari, although his main power base is in Azarbaijan, has followers 
all over the country, but his own passiveness in the last three years has 
eroded much of his support. There was an outbreak of violence in Tabriz and 
much of the northwestern area of Iran when the regime moved against him and 
closed down the offices of his political party two years ago; but when the 
elderly ayatollah lost courage and failed to call for an all-out fight against 
the regime his political significance seemed to have faded. The recent onset 
of illness obviously provided an opportunity for his opponents to act against 
him. 


But this week some Tabriz shopkeepers began to demonstrate their support for 
the old man by closing down many of their premises, while there were already 
signs of friction between Azarbaijanis and other Iranian supporters of the 
regime in the revolutionary militia. Although the Mojahedin-e Khalq in Europe, 
currently mounting a wide campaign to try to persuade Iranians and the world 
at large that they, too, are still a significant political force in Iran, have 
claimed responsibility for an outbreak of violence at the Lavizan barracks in 
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Tehran, other reports from the Iranian capital itself have hinted that the in- 
cident was in fact sparked off by a dispute between Azarbaijani and "Farsi" 
Iranians at the barracks. As we went to press there were reports of fighting 
in Tabriz. 


The more active, industrious nature of the Azarbaijani ethnic Turks has always 
given them an advantage over the other Iranians, and rulers of Iran have fre- 
quently exploited this. Modern political movements have usually started there. 
In the Shah's day the biggest proportion of the army was made up of Azarbai- 
janis, and this perhaps explains why the rank and file remained so steadfast in 
the face of intense pressures in 1978 until their senior officers betrayed 
them. The Azarbaijanis still predominate in the forces today, and Iranian 
observers said the latest moves in Tehran were bound to introduce new strains. 
Significantly Khomeyni has again appealed to the armed forces to stay out of 
politics, a reflection of his fears and the signs of unrest appearing in the 
last few days. 





"The next few days and weeks look like being fateful," an Iranian official sti 
still in Tehran told IPS. "It looks as if Mahdavi-Kani is the real target, 
for he has been the bulwark of the conservative opposition to the radicals' 
efforts to set up what would, in fact, be a fully socialist state. He has 
great influence in the administration, and the support of big bazaar and other 
interests. 


"The radicals are starting a lurch to the left. It is the first stage. 
Ghotbzadeh represents the secular opposition, Shari'at Madari the religious 
conservative opposition and Mahdavi-Kani is the leader of the moderate, con- 
servative battle against the radicals' extremist plans. It seems to us it's 
that leader they are after, now that his name has been mentioned in connection 
with this alleged plot. 


"Much will now depend on the reaction of the supporters of Mahdavi-Kani and 
Shari'at Madari. Will they be able to show they have the will to stand up 
against the ruthless radicals and the machinery of oppression which they can 
manipulate against more moderate forces? 


"If the radicals win out we shall see a lot more heads rolling in the future. 
And the next and final step will be the moving of Iran into the sphere of 
Soviet influence, like the states of Eastern Europe. Remember we have a long 
border with the Soviet Union and it can provide us with all the succor we 
need. We shall be lost to the West for ever. 


"And if the muddled western governments imagine that the Iranian regime will 
not do everything in its power to bring the West to its knees by subverting 

the other oil countries in the region then they are completely misunderstanding 
the nature of radical Muslim fundamentalism. The young people of the Middle 
East will all join the new crusades, this time of Islam against the infidel 
West, just to avenge what history has done to them, the ignominy they feel 

they have suffered over centuries. 


"Whatever lesson the West takes from what has now begun they must realise-- 
the mullahs’ regime in Iran is irredeemable. It is the last warning." 
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Sources in Tehran believe that Qotbzadeh, after his arrest, was told bluntly 
by officials that they have enough serious charges ready against him outside 
any talks he may have had about political plots to justify his execution. It is 
known that Libyan leader Mu'‘ammar Qadhdhafi, for instance, is furious with 
Qotbzadeh over the short shrift he gave Libyan officials in Tehran when he 

was foreign minister. For it was Qotbzadeh who is said to have obtained per- 
sonally from Qadhdhafi vast sums which were to be used for the Iranian revolu- 
tion in 1977 and 1978. He is said to have sent documents to Tehran witnessing 
the funds Qotbzadeh took over. 





There may also be more evidence of Qotbzadeh's contacts with the CIA or other 
American interests, and it is reported that the former minister has been in- 
volved in considerable business dealings which have aroused a lot of criticism 
from the public. In the light of this it is thought Qotbzadeh could have 
agreed to go on television and meticulously give the names of suspected 
opponents of the regime whom the radicals are anxious to eradicate, or at 
least neutralise into ineffectiveness. 


Revolutionary guards are said to have ransacked Ayatollah Shariat-Madari's home, 
library and theological school in Qom, where he has been living in seclusion 
for more than two years. He is reported to have been interrogated, his West 
Germany-based son, Hasan Shari'at Madari, confirming that a television crew 
had filmed the quizzing session. He was afraid they would "doctor" the inter- 
view to incriminate his father, who was already ill with serious prostate 
trouble. Aides are believed to have refused to send the old man to hospital 
last week because of the danger to his life. 


The regime has claimed that Shari'at Madari's son-in-law Abbas Abbasi, who has 
been arrested along with another son-in-law and several other aides, had given 
a considerable amount of money to Qotbzadeh and his fellow plotters. Abbasi 
and Shari'at Madari have both denied any involvement. Forty-five people have 
been arrested in connection with the plot altogether, including three 

serving colonels. National Front leader Dariush Foruhar is also said to have 
been arrested, but there was no actual confirmation in the reports that he was 
associated with this plot. 


Reports of some public ferment over events are confirmed by appeals for calm 

by some senior clergymen. Some observers have also linked the murder of Manu- 
chehr Amiri, whom exile opposition leader Ahmad Bani-Ahmad claimed this week 
was his chief representative in Iran, with stories of considerable disquiet in 
Azerbaijan. Tabriz is also Bani—Ahmad's power base and some observers see 
there may have been a move to defuse possible reaction there to events in Qon. 


Opposition leaders in Europe, including Shahpour Bakhtiar and Ali Amini, have 
condemned the humiliation of Shari'at Madari, and a leading exiled theologian 
in Mehdi Rouhani is said to have written to Khomeyni on the subject. Some of 
the exile leaders have tried to make their protests effective by pretending 
they think Khomeyni had no hand in events. It is known that Khamene'i is more 
and more finding it possible to ignore Khomeyni in the decision-making process. 
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But inside Iran previous complaints against the exile leaders and their failure 
to unite to make an effective psychological force against the mullahs’ regime 
are likely to increase in the near future. One foreign journalist in Tehran 
reported this week that professional and business people at a dinner he went 

to there were blaming the vanity of the leaders and their lack of understand- 
ing of political realities for the continued success of the radicals and the 


continuing hopelessness of the situation for Iranians who seek some return to 
some semblance of normal life again. 
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WOMEN'S GROUPS ASSAIL KHOMEYNI 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 68, 22 Apr 82 pp 4-5 
[Text] Underground women's organisations in Iran last week mounted a propa- 


ganda attack on Khomeyni, promising tim that the Iranian women would ultimately 
hang him by the neck, using his "dirty turban as a rope." 





The Organisation of Free Women announced a relentless campaign against all the 
club wielding "thugs of the Islamic Republican party" who force shopkeepers and 
taxi drivers to refuse to serve women who do not cover their hair as decreed 
by Khomeyni. It says that "several hundred such thugs have already been dealt 
with in our struggle and some have indeed been sent to their doom." It was an 
apparent reference to those members of the regime's armed gangs who have been 
killed by women fighters. The regime has already acknowledged that some of 
these women fighters are very good shots. 


Other organisations, meanwhile, have distributed leaflets and painted slogans. 
One belonging to the Pan Iranist party, singled out the Tudeh party as the 
“most treacherous and damned member of the partnership of shame ruling Iran at 
present." 


Women belonging to the clandestine Iran Civil Servants Association have also 
published an open letter quoting Khomeyni's message last week in which he 
praised Iranian women's bravery in fighting the Shah's regime. After printing 
the quotation from Khomeyni the open letter stated: "Ruhollah Mussavi, who 
shamelessly calls himself Imam Khomeyni, and has the distinction of being the 
most backward and murderous tyrant Iran has ever seen, sends a message on the 
occasion of the birth of Her Holiness Fatemeh, daughter of our prophet, which 
nowadays is called Women's Day. Khomeyni's message to women resembles a good- 
will message which a killer may give to his victim, or a highwayman to the 
travelers he has just robbed. Ruhollah the murderer is the worst enemy we 
have ever had." 


The open letter then goes on to say: "Those women who wore. chadors during 
the troubled days of the so-called Islamic revolution were not brave, because 
they knew the security forces would not fire at them. They were ignorant and 
misled and walked to their own misery by their own feet. Many of them have 

now been killed, maimed or imprisoned by the armed thugs of the Islamic 
Republic because they belonged to Islamic Marxist groups whose leaders now are 
in the safe haven of Paris. 
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"But there are hundreds of thousands of women who never accepted the dastardly 
reactionary rule of turbaned thugs and staged the first open defiance barely 
one month after Khomeyni set up his dark rule. We imposed on Khomeyni his 
first retreat then, but this Satan later recovered ground and hit back on us 
in June 1980, when he decreed the veil for women. 


"Even then, at the time when every day nearly 100 brave patriots were being 
executed by Khomeyni’s thugs, we refused to abide by his orders. As a result 
nearly 500 women employees Of the army and many more women employees of govern- 
ment offices, banks and private firms lost their jobs and livelihood, hundreds 
were executed and thousands were jailed. Many of our brave sisters are still 
refusing to wear the veil of shame at risk to their lives. 


"Let it be known that we still consider the 17th of Dey (the day 47 years ago 
that the veil was abolished) as the only occasion which can rightly be called 
our day. We promise to hang Khomeyni and his thugs by the neck with their own 
turbans. During the last 50 years we have advanced from a status equal to 
that of minors and the insane to that of great scientific and professional 
advancement in Iran. We have the will to deal the decisive blow to the rule 
of thugs. We will advise our sisters who have joined the Tudeh party or 
Mojahedin to reconsider their position and think whether wearing the veil 
under any pretext could be ever justified. Our motto is that the veil repre- 
sents all that goes with the slavery and second class status of women in every 
society." 
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CHINESE STILL COOL TO TEHRAN 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 68, 22 Apr 82 p 5 


[Text] According to the London-based magazine ARABIA an Iranian delegation 
visiting China was told by Chinese officials that the war was giving the Soviet 
Union an opportunity to infiltrate the region, and the continuation of the war 
was not in the interest of the Islamic countries. 


They repeated China's position of neutrality in the war, but expressed concern 
with Iran's continued refusal to accept a negotiated settlement, the ARABIA 
said. 


Addressing a press conference in Hong Kong, Hojatoleslam Sarfaraz maintained 
that the reason why the Iranian delegation did notmeet high-ranking officials 
in China was its quasi-official nature. "The delegation did not go for formal 
negotiations," he said. "Its purpose was to promote understanding of the 
Islamic revolution on the people's level." However, the incident is considered 
by observers to be a reflection of China's attitude towards Tehran, the magazine 
said. 


China's relations with revolutionary Iran have been cool from the beginning, it 
went on. "The Chinese media quotes foreign reports of Iran's accepting 75 
Soviet and Cuban military and intelligence advisers, and suggest that this may 
mark the beginning of deeper Soviet penetration. Officials in Peking are also 
alarmed over reports that Iran is considering obtaining Soviet arms for its war 
effort. The war with Iraq is viewedas an unnecessary drain on the resources of 
both countries, and some Chinese analysts think that it may well reduce the 
strength of the Iranian armed forces, so that revolutionary guards may become 
the country's main military force. There has been considerable speculation 
that the Tudeh party has a significant presence in Iran's revolutionary guards. 


"While the Iranian goodwill delegation denies discussing the subject in Peking, 
it is said that Iran had also explored the possibility of purchasing light 
weapons from China. The Chinese, however, showed no interest in selling wea- 
pons to either side in a conflict they want ended. China has been extending 
its relations with Iraq recently, recognising it as an important member of the 
nonaligned movement and a Third World associate in opposing superpower domina- 
tion. Chinese exports to Iraq have increased in the last two years and China 
also has contracts for construction work there." 
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THEOCRATIC REGIME SEEN CAPABLE OF SURVIVING KHOMEYNI DEATH 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 68, 22 Apr 82 pp 6-8 


[Text] Iran's theocratic rulers may have reached a point where they can stand 
on their own feet whether or not Ayatollah Khomeyni lives on. Political anal- 
ysts inside Iran and abroad see several signs suggesting that Khomeyni alive 
is no longer a vital issue to the survival of the theocratic regime. 


A major step is the approach of the deadline, sometime in early May, for the 
convening of a constitutional assembly which must nominate one or several suc- 
cessors to Khomeyni. Reports indicate that leaders of the ruling Islamic Re- 
publican party are quietly, but consistently, at work to ensure that the 
assembly will be dominated by their own trusted men, although they have re- 
frained from any publicity on the issue. 


A second indicator is institutionalisation of a number of councils which were 
originally set up to help Khomeyni carry out his functions as the paramount 
leader. These include the defence council and personal representatives as 
well as Friday prayer leaders appointed by Khomeyni for the provinces. The 
defence council is now meeting regularly not only at Khomeyni's residence but 
also at the residence of President Khamene'i. Khomeyni's personal represen- 
tatives, meanwhile, report to Khamene'i as well as to Ayatollah Montazeri 
(Khomeyni's choice as his successor) and to other mullahs in Qon. 


Then there is the unmistakable smell of a power struggle among the mullahs 

of the Khomeyni camp in which the activists in the IRP are trying to extend 
their tentacles to the judiciary and to the Qom theological school. On the 
other hand, the more conservative, less Marxist-oriented faction of the mullahs 
of the Khomeyni camp are building up support among theologians like Ayatollahs 
Golpayegani and Marashi-Najafi. 


To these must be added the cryptic way in which the mllah-controlled media 
has elevated Montazeri to the ambiguous rank of Ayatollah-Ozma, a title pre- 
viously reserved for Golpayegani, Marashi and Shari‘at Madari. These titles 
are meaningless for people and do not correspond to hierarchical ranks of 
the Christian churches. But the Iranian media since Khomeyni's ascent to 
power have been insisting on making a distinction as to who among mullahs is 
what. Montazeri was never officially called Ayatollah-Ozma. Now that he has 
received this title so suddenly from Tehran radio and TV it must be taken as 
an important sign. 
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Finally the regime's recent soft line on export of the revolution to the Persiau 
Gulf emirates, its desire to keep out of the limelight at OPFC an.’ its efforts 
to keep people busy with propaganda on the war and Palestine must be taken as 

a sign that the mullahs are engaged in some kind of important work which has 
priority over other matters. And for what it is worth, the Tudeh party is 
reportedly toning down its praise for Khomeyni. 


All this does not mean that the mullahs are going to do away with Khomeyni. 
In public they have adopted new ways of enhancing his image. He is now pro- 
jected not simply as the leader of all Iranians and Shias but also as the one 
and only spiritual head of Muslims of all denominations all over the world. 
During demonstrations over the West Bank situation last week Khomeyni was 
hailed as the leader of the Palestinian Islamic revolution against America 
and Zionism. Slogans in Arabic launched Khomeyni as the sole liberator of 
Arabs, Asians, Africans and even oppressed black Americans, These days the 
Shia background of Khomeyni is played down, while slogans and official propa- 
ganda try to assert his claim as an Islamic theologian above all others. 


The significance of giving Khomeyni international stature is seen in the under- 
lying fact that his national position, as far as his management of day-to-day 
affairs is concerned, has been gradually overshadowed by the emergence of the 
executive (government) and legislative branches of the theocracy as the supreme 
powers. 


It may well be that the mullahs now believe that Khomeyni has served his 
purpose of giving to the present regime a spiritual mandate and a political 
legitimacy, and that now he can shut up or be promoted to a higher than merely 
a national position. 


And if he dies, provided the maiter of his succession is duly sorted out, so 
much the better. His image as a godfather can be preserved after his death and 
his Various pronouncements could be very conveniently quoted out of context 

to whip up public support for the regime. Happily for the regime, Khomeyni 

has already described it as the most competent and representative form of gov- 
ermment since the dawn of history, more so than Prophet Mohammad's own govern- 
ment. Indeed, a dead or isolated Khomeyni cannot change or qualify that state- 
ment under pressure from theologians who have popular bases independent from 
Khomeyni. It is interesting to note that last week Khomeyni appeared to be 
qualifying his statement by saying that as far as he could judge "in his own 
lifetime the present government is the best." But this statement was kept 
short and given as little publicity as possible. Yet it did alarm the IRP, 
especially Khamene'i, to think that just as easily as Khomeyni made them “the 
best rulers in the world" he can label them the worst depending on the turn of 
events. 


But all these conjectures depend on realisation of several factors, the most 

important of which is the question of Khomeyni's succession. Under the mul- 
lahs' unworkable constitution extraordinary powers are vested in the person 

of the leader; but qualifications required to become the supreme leader are 

ambiguous, nor is he to be elected by the people. Indeed, this position is 

so defined as to fit Khomeyni's description. If he dies then one or several 
religious persons are to fulfill his functions. 


64 














It was generally assumed that assassinated leader Beheshti had in mind to stage 
a palace coup, change the constitution and merge the positions of the leader and 
president into one. This would have paved the way for him to become the strong- 
man. But Beheshti is no longer on the scene and today no single mllah of the 
Khomeyni camp flas either the capability or the seniority and respectability to 
emerge as a strongman. 


Khomeyni personally favours Montazeri as his own successor, both politically 
and as a theological authority. But Montazeri is too junior and lacks an in- 
posing personality. His voice is shrill, his manner of speech is too low class 
and above all he has made himself the laughing stock of the educated people by 
his absurd politico-religious speeches. Meanwhile, he has very strong enemies 
among the clergymen who do not accept Khomeyni himself as the paramount theo- 
logian, let alone Montazeri. Khomeyni climbed to the top of the religious 
league only when several senior theologians died during the past 20 years, 

thus becoming an equal among the surviving senior theologians. Even then it 
was Khomeyni's political achievements which catapulted him into the position 
of supreme leader. Montazeri lacks all these advantages, plus the charisma and 
magnetism to influence the masses. 


But the mullahs of the Khomeyni camp have nobody better than Montazeri, because 
he is weak enough to serve as a stop-gap leader while people like Khamene'i, 
Rafsanjani and ot:hers consolidate their ranks and pave the way for the amend- 
ments to the constitution to enhane the powers of the president and to trans- 
fer the leadership position of Faghib (paramount elergy) into a ceremonial 
council. 


This seems to be the present plan which the ruling mullahs have in mind. How- 
ever, they want to carry it out while Khomeyni is around. In other words, it 
would be to their advantage to have Khomeyni endorse somebody or a group as 
his successor and then retire from active political life. 


In suc!:a case Khomeyni's sudden death will not pose a problem and mullahs of 
his camp who are not members of the IRP will not create trouble for Khamenei 
and other hardliners. Indeed, a number of Khomeyni's followers who might have 
been rivals to Montazeri have already been eliminated. At the top of the list 
was Rabbani-Shirazi, who is now assumed to have been killed by IRP activists. 
Ayatollah Mohammad Sadooghi, too, who among the Khomeyni camp was considered 
senior, is ill. And several others have already been isolated. 


So the stage is setfor the IRP to make Montazeri their figurehead. Possibly 
Montazeri will share office with one or two senior theologians who are equal 

to Khomeyni but not in his camp. These are Ayatollahs Golpayegani and Marashi- 
Najafi, who are in their 80s and would be sleeping partners on a council de- 
signed to replace Khomeyni. 


The regime, specifically the IRP, are ready to have a council with Montazeri, 
Golpayegani and Marashi as members; but this will exclude Shari'‘at-Madari and 
Khoyi, two theologians senior even to Khomeyni. Meanwhile, senior ayatollahs 
Shirazi, Qomi, Zanjani and several others who oppose the IRP'’s near-—Marxist 
line will be left out. 
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The IRP leaders are obviously anxious tomake the party the supreme authority in 
the country in the same way the Communist party is in the Soviet Union. Then 
the theologians of the party can assume the same power as Suslov did in Russia. 
But the IRP is different from the Communist party set up by Lenin and Islam 
was already a powerful element in Iran's life long before Khomeyni or his 
forefathers were born. No doubt Khamene'i and his colleagues believe that as 
easily as they grabbed power in Iran they can also make their power base perma- 
nent. If need be, they think they have Khomeyni to give a fatwa--a binding 
instruction--to that effect. All these calculations are based on the assump- 
tion that a statement or fatwa by Khomeyni will do the trick and that Khomeyni's 
words would have the same power, or even more, in the event of his death. 


Yet the IRP leaders must expect a great deal of opposition from other mullahs 
such as remnants of the Fedayeen-e-Islam (Iran's Muslim Brotherhood) and Hoja- 
tiyoun, as well as from the theologians who are opposed to Khomeyni and his 
cynical politicisation of Islam. Then there is the inevitably spreading popular 
opposition to the regime. 


The chances are that Khomeyni's exit from the scene will result in open warfare 
between various factions of mullahs who now share the power. In addition, 
senior theologians who are now isolated by the regime will acquire more 
strength when Khomeyni is gone. Only if the radicals’ bid to take complete 
power succeeds can some problems be avoided. Opposition groups argue that even 
after Khomeyni's death those mullahs who have tasted power and privilege will 
cling to their positions as long as they can. They say that the mullahs have 
created vested interest groups who will fight for the survival of the regime. 
They may take advantage of Khomeyni's death and slightly moderate their harsh 
rule but they will go on to dominate the scene. 


“We must not pin hopes on whether Khomeyni or this or that mullah lives; we are 
against the totality of this corrupt and reactionary regime which aims at de- 
struction of our sense of nationhood. We have no alternative but to mount a 
military operation to annihilate the regime at the opportune time, whether or 
not Khomeyni lives on," the newspaper of the Iran Liberation Army has commented. 
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IRAN 


TUDEH DISTANCES ITSELF FROM KHOMEYNI, FACES DILEMMA 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 68, 22 Apr 82 pp 8-9 


[Text] The Tudeh party has begun to distance itself slowly from the Khomeyni 
regime though the leadership still attaches a great deal of importance to the 
party's legal presence on the Iranian political scene. It is the only politi- 
cal organisation which the mullahs of the Khomeyni camp tolerate. 


According to a reliable informant, the party activists were instructed just 
before the Iranian New Year to stop references to Khomeyni as the revolutionary 
father figure of the masses. Instead, they were to warn the rank and file 
against the tendency of "politically uneducated" individuals to create politi- 
cal idols of various politicians. The campaign against the personality cult 
was to extend to the Mojahedin-e-Khalq, which, in the Tudeh view, has deviated 
from a strictly socialistic path because of its mistake in following leaders 
who were given to the cult of personality. 


The reason the Tudeh leadership gave for Khomeyni losing his revolutionary zeal 
was his indecision over supporting those progressive elements who follow a 
policy of nationalisation of land, the informant said. Moreover, the Tudeh 
leaders believe that Khomeyni has been trying to balance the power of "reac- 
tionary" clergymen with the "progressive elements" in the Islamic republic. 
They have also instructed the Tudeh activists to condemn a not so well known 
group known as the Hojatiyoun who are headed by Ayatollah Golpayegani, and 
while paying homage to Khomeyni, advocate a "reactionary" approach. 


At present the Tudeh does not see’ to have drawn up any specific policy or a 
comprehensive programme on how it would govern Iran once it achieved power, 
the informant said. Discussion leaders at party cell meetings simply tell the 
rank and file that "socialisation" of major industries, provision of social 
and welfare services and modernisation of agriculture would feature among top 
priorities. Nothing is being said of the nationalisation of the distribution 
services. 


Already the mullahs have prepared the ground for an easy transfer to an East 
European type economy if the Tudeh manages to take over. However, Tudeh dis- 
cussion leaders at party cells tell the rank and file that there is still a 
tough political effort ahead of them. 
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A major obstacle to political development of the Tudeh party, it is said, is 
the presence of "basically backward and reactionary ideals" which have been 
blended with the progressive revolutionary slogans. Such simplification of 
political objectives has attracted large segments of the populace to the arena 
of political debate and activity; but time is needed to create a really pro- 
gressive platform to dominate the political debate. 


The party also reminds the activists that despite tireless efforts by the ml- 
lahs to fight inclinations towards nationalism among ordinary people, "we 
still encounter what amounts to wid spread animosity among the people, who do 
not like our opposition to Iran's traditional sense of nationalism." It 

says that the Tudeh stands for Iran's territorial integrity and preservation 
of its nationhood. But the party cannot turn a blind eye to the kind of 
nationalistic feeling which is inspired by Iran's history. 


"We recognise the importance of the current wave of Islamic revolution, which 
aims at fighting wrong ideas on Iran's history, but what is happening is to 
remove one set of wronghistorical teachings only to replace them with another 
set of wrong teachings," it says. What it advocates is a gradual swing to 
emphasise the importance of class struggle in Iranian history which, the party 
leaders stress, is full of uprisings by the exploited masses against oppressive 
rulers. They also like the Tudeh members to discount the role of the clergy as 
a class in those uprisings. 


It is in the light of such instructions that the party move to tone down its 
praise of Khomeyni is so interesting. Yet the party leaders continue to con- 
vince the rank and file that their original support for Khomeyni was justified 
mainly because by so doing they have been able to secure the party's legal 
presence on the political scene. The discussion leaders are instructed to 
stress to the rank and file the importance of "legai presence." 


The party activists are also encouraged to pay increasing attention to recruit- 
ment of workers. The effort to dissociate the party from Khomeyni at this 
stage may well reflect the wish to attract to the party the working classes, 
who are opposed to Khomeyni. 


Two groups who are considered as arch enemies are the royalists and the so- 
called psuedo leftists--the left leaning intellectuals with liberal views who 
are opposed to Moscow. Of the two, the Tudeh reserves its big guns for the 
royalists, no doubt because the bulk of the nationalists and centrists are 
likely to put their weight behind a royalist-inspired bid for power and put 
an end to the republican regime. 


Tudeh activists are reminded that the royalist threat is far from over. They 
are told by the leadership not to take this threat lightly because the masses 
are still looking forward to a strong leader whose mission is endorsed by God's 
will. The Shahs were called the shadow of God and it was possible to overthray 
the shadow of God (the Shah) by an Imam. For obvious reasons an Imam who has 
set up a republican regime is much better for Tudeh than a Shah. And here lie 
the dilemma for the Tudeh--how to ease out the Imam (Khomeyni) without risking 
a Shah filling the vacuum. Perhaps Moscow has an answer to it. 
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FOREIGN JOURNALISTS VISIT ON MULLAHS' TERMS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 68, 22 Apr 82 p 10 


[Text] The mullah-controlled media in Iran has been full of quotations from 
the world press and radio on the Iranian army's successes in the Dezful battle 
during the past two weeks. One constantly repeated phrase was that "even the 
imperialist media have had to admit to our victories although they are deep 
down supporters of Saddam the American." 


Clearly the ruling mullahs were anxious to have their successes on the war 
front covered in the Western media because: 


a) They want to give credibility to their own propaganda campaigns at home 
through having their own reports repeated in the Western media; as it is, the 
Iranian public attaches a great deal of importance to what the Western media 
says; 


b) They believe that reports of their victories in the Western media, which 
will inevitably reach the Iraqi and other Arab peoples, will dishearten 
Saddam's supporters, enhance the morale of his enemies and generally boost the 
prestige of Iran's theocratic regime in the eyes of Arab and world public 
opinion; 


c) They wish to overcome the regime's isolation in the international arena. 
Khomeyni, who at one time fully enjoyed the constant attention given to him by 
the world media, has lately been complaining that the Western media are ignor- 
ing the achievements of Iran's revolution "because they are afraid of Isl..." 
Indeed, Khomeyni is so interested in self-publicity that one of the main tasks 
of his personal aides is to report to him coverage of himself and his revolu- 
tion by the foreign press. He is also an avid television watcher, especially 
of his own picture and films of his sermons. Sadegh Qotbzadeh, who headed the 
radio and television soon after the revolution, used to say in private that he 
would inquire Khomeyni's views on every detail of the programmes. 


It was in view of these considerations that the regime decided to grant visas to 
foreign media men to go to Iran to cover the war news. However, the mullahs, 
like all other totalitarians, are determined to deal with the media of the free 
world on their own terms and not on the terms dictated by the media men. So 
the mullahs generally prefer to keep the foreign journalists away and invite 
them back only for very short period and for strictly specific purposes. 
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On one occasion the assassinated leader Mohammad Beheshti told a group of 
trusted aides that foreign journalists were like professional soldiers--they 
risked their lives not to fight for a cause but to achieve prominence. He 
then said that the best way to come to terms with such "professionals" was 
to deny them opportunities to do their work in the normal way, and then throw 
or offer them a sudden opportunity which they were bound to accept. 


It was on Beheshti's advice that foreign journalists were expelled from Iran. 
Obviously, another advantage in doing this was to minimise contacts between 
ordinary Iranians and Westerners. The mullahs are anxious to isolate the 
Iranian public as much as the late Shah was anxious to expand contacts between 
Iranians and the West. 


Feeling the need to take advantage of the chance to publicise their victories 
through the free world media, the mullahs temporarily lifted the ban and de- 
cided to grant visas to journalists for a limited period and specifically for 
an officially guided tour of the war zone. The offer to visit Iran was quickly 
seized upon by a fair number of journalists. Few visiting journalists seem 

to have managed to see anything other than what the mullahs wanted them to; yet 
they generally felt the atmosphere of repression, hardship and fear which the 
mullahs have imposed on the country. 


CSO: 4600/443 
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IRAN 


FORMER MONARCH'S SON VOWS 'TO RECONQUER FATHERLAND' 
Paris LE FIGARO MAGAZINE in French 27 Mar 82 p 88 
[Article by Reza Pahlavi | 


[Text] For thousands of years, it has been written in the prestigious history 
of Persia that the Iranian soul is eternal and that the forces of evil cannot 
halt our people on their path toward progress and truth. 


Everywhere, within my country and beyond its frontiers, my compatriots met last 
21 March around the traditional Now Rouz (New Year) table. As a son of Iran, 
from the depths of my heart, I voiced my most heartfelt best wishes to this 
people to whom I am so passionately devoted. But how could I rejoice on this 
New Year, while my country is suffering and passing through one of the most 
painful eras in its history, while thousands of Iranian families are weeping 
for a loved one or are condemned, death in their souls, to exile in the four 
corners of the world. 


This is the fourth time Iran has celebrated Now Rouz under a regime which has 
brought it nothing but blood and tears. It took only 3 years of the so-called 
"Islamic" revolution to destroy my country morally, materially, and above all, 
economically. It took only 3 years for this Godless regime to annihilate our 
moral, cultural and economic resources. In their ignorance, these leaders have 
implemented the plan drafted by foreigners to ruin the fully expanding economy 
of Iran, paralyzing the economic structures of the nation and plundering its 
foreign currency reserves, the support of its monetary system. 


Because of this economic catastrophe, the Iran of tomorrow will have to face 
serious dangers in a world in which no country can survive without a prosperous 
economy. Thus it is each Iranian citizen individually who will have to pay the 
price of this disaster. 


My unhappy country, combatting with this stagnation, must also deal with a con- 
flict for which the present government leaders bear responsibility. It is 
obvious that this regime feels no compassion for the sacrifices in human lives 
and the destruction caused by this war, for they think that the patriotic zeal 
of our people is one of the safest guarantees of their continuity. However, 
they are wrong: the Iranian people, and above all their armed forces, are not 
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waging a battle to save a despotic government, but to defend the sovereignty 
and the honor of the nation. For that and that alone they will continue to 
fight bravely until final victory is won. 


But within the country, others are fighting courageously and anonymously, even 
sacrificially, to overthrow this inhuman and antinational regime. These are 
true combattants, whose struggle is sustained by the actions of the Iranians 
who live abroad. I congratulate these soldiers in the shadows, these groups 
whose efforts are devoted to the defense of our culture and our traditional 
heritage, values which have enabled the nation to survive since time im- 
memorial. 


To the assassins of this regime lacking both faith and law I say clearly that 
it will serve no purpose to massacre our people, for as the poet says, from 
each branch cut, from each wound, a twig will grow; for each drop of blood 
spilled, a fountain will spring up and strengthen our resistance. 


Of course I am regularly informed about what is happening in my country. I 
know of the miserable situation of Iran today. I hear the roar of my people's 
anger against their present leaders. They too hear it, but they are trying to 
weaken the reactions of the people by engaging in veritable brainwashing. 


For this reason they are closing the universities. Instead of books, they are 
offering the students guns. In the name of God and Islam, they are making the 
young people fanatics and converting them sometimes into ferocious animals 
ready to devour their fellow man. This is a crime against humanity. But they 
are proud of all their crimes: this is what they call "fighting." 


To fight is the duty of each and every one, but we must fight against the 
enemies of our country and not against our brothers. We must fight for Iran 
and not against Iranians. 


I am certain that the victims of the current atrocities are ready to awaken and 
to join the groups struggling for the liberation of the country. But I cannot 
and do not want to say any more about what is happening in Iran. This would 
pose too many risks for those who are active there. The main thing is for them 
to know what must be done to save Iran. 


It is our duty to save our country. How can this be done? It is for us, the 
young Iranians, to provide the answer to this question, for it is to us that 
the task of saving our fatherland falls today, and it is we who will have to 
rebuild it tomorrow. The generation which preceded us did its duty It will 
contribute its experience to us. But it is we who are at the hears of the 
battle. We must save our fatherland and preserve our cultural heritage. We 
will have to answer for this to our parents and our children. The day of 
national victory is near. What is needed today is to close ranks and regain 
our unity. 


This unity is the sine qua non as a condition for our victory on the national 


and international levels. It is false to believe that foreign powers, large or 
small, can save Iran. Our country must be liberated by Iranians. 
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For my part, I have not ceased to be active on the international scene, where I 
defend the interests of my people and try to maintain its independence. 
Obvicusly, my activities must remain discreet, fcr I must not in any way com- 
promise the people who support me both at home and abroad. My role today is to 
prepare the conditions for a final victory and for the reconquering of my 
fatherland. Then the time for resolving the other problems will come. 


Everyone knows that in terms of its geopolitical and economic position, Iran 
represents the stakes in a clandestine struggle among the great powers, and 
that these powers act only as a function of their own interests. Young 
Iranians must become aware of this and must join me in order to prevent our 
enemies from carrying through their projects which are entirely contrary to our 
interests. Above all, we must not let others decide for us. It is the right 
of Iranians to choose their destiny themselves, and above all and first of all 
to unite in order to create the invincible force which will enable us to win 
victory. 


The Iranian ship has weathered other storms and has always emerged safe and 
sound. This time too we will round the cape and leave the storm behind if we, 
the young Iranians, carry our task through to the end with the help of God. 
The gloom will make way for the light. 


Beginning this New Year, let us remember that the eternal message of Now Rouz 
is a message of life and light, a message of renewal, an exhortation to bring 
winter to an end in order to welcome springtime. Let us heed this message and 
let us together make the resolution to build the Iran of tomorrow. 


We must reconquer our fatherland before resolving the other problems, and on 


that day, I will be there with all the Iranian men and women, the vast majority 
of whom desire a free, democratic and eternal Iran. 


5157 
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IRAN-AFGHAN BORDER CLAIMED TO BE CUNTROLLED 'VIGILANTLY' 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 6 Apr 82 p 4 


[Text] Zahedan--ETTELA'AT correspondent--Brother ‘Aqebat Raf'at, the new 
governor general of Sistan va Baluchistan, talked to our correspondent in 
an interview concerning various regional issues, the recent victories of 
Islam's warriors, the formation of Resistance Staffs, and the recent 

Zahedan flood. He began by pointing to the victories of Islam's warriors, and 
congratulating the imam, the nation and the warriors, and said: This is the 
best opportunity for me to say to those who are warring with Iran's Muslim 
combatants that the time has come for them to aim their weapons against 
Michel ‘Aflaq's Ba'th Party, that God's time has also come. They must cease 
fighting against Islam because their war with our battling brothers is a 
fight against Islam, against the Koran. They should fear the Judgment Day 
when the fear of God and God's persecution seizes them. They must not let 
their forces go to waste, they must not let divine wrath and God's revenge 
strike them to the ground and annihilate them. They should join our brave 
Muslim warriors. Our warriors will meet them with open arms. The time has 
come for an Islamic Republic to be proclaimed in Iraq. The time has come 
for the Muslim forces of Iraq to coordinate with our Muslim forces. Of course 
I do not mean those forces who are servants of Saddam and ‘Aflaq's Ba'th 
Party, but those Muslim forces whose hearts burn for Islam. They should 
coordinate with our forces and continue their battle towards the liberation 
of Jerusalem. 


As he continued his talk, he pointed to the people's pure feelings and the 
nation's joy over these victories, and the imam's speech about Islam's 
warriors. Concerning the effect of these victories on the Middle East, he 
said: We must look at the effect of these victories in two dimensions, one 
that of people and nations, the second of governments. Saddam's funeral 
prayer is being read, and as the imam says, it is time for him to commit 
suicide, and if he is a man he will listen to the imam's words. However, 
if he should have passed beyond the human pale, he must expect Islam's 
soldiers to come and grab his soul and send it to his maker. Saddam is all 
over with, but those who are Saddam-like are full of terror. Their minds 
have stopped working because they have seen all the plans and plots they 
had stifled in infancy. Looking at it in this dimension, they see themselves 
confronting a huge force and lacking the power for any action. If we look 
at this in the dimension of nations, these nations have a bond of belief 
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with us, and have faith in Islam as we do. Everywhere they are full of 
passion, joy and happiness. How appropriate it would be for them to use this 
enthusiasm and joy towards humanizing their tyrannical governments, and 
striving to establish just Islamic governments in their own regions. How 
appropriate it would be for them to come and gather together and understand 
that this year is the year of Islam, and that these tyrant governments must 
either become Islam or get lost. These governments should go off to make 
themselves servants in their master's land, not in Islamic lands. 


Formation of Resistance Staffs 


On connection with the Islamic revolution, the governor general of Sistan 

va Baluchistan raised issues concerning the formation of Resistance Staffs 
from volunteer forces in all of the province's cities and districts. While 
pointing to the victories, the neutralization of the plots of the United 
States and other enemies, and the martyrdom of a group of the revolution's 
best guards, particularly the martyrdom of Ayatollah Beheshti and 72 of the 
revolution's sincere servants, he said: I am positive that these notable 
victories (the recent victories of Islam's warriors) have angered this 
despicable and isolated enemy. Although it cannot do anything about it, 
there is the probability of it doing some blind act or operation. In light 
of what we and the people learned from our experience, I have reminded our 
ever-involved nation to be vigilant. First of all because there is the 
probability that they want to divert the nation's mind from the war and 
related issues by rumor-mongering. Secondly because, God forbid, they might 
again take our dear ones from us through a bit of negligence. It was on this 
basis that Ayatollah Montazeri and others raised this issue. It is the 
responsibility of pubiic security officials that they precisely follow these 
instructions and increase the precision of their security work so that we are 
not struck by a blow from the domestic sector. However, we are prepared to 
give martyrs. Yet it is appropriate that we prevent these blind operations 
through greater precision and security. This is not feasible save through 
organizing the Muslim nation committed to the Islamic revolution. 

Fortunately they have found the way to organize themselves. The way is that 
of going to the mosques, meeting and gathering there, and organizing 
resistance groups ready for action. God willing, they go [to the mosques] 

to make our society as invulnerable and successful one. Although the enemy 
wishes to expel them from the scene, they are always present on the scene. 
They gather together in the Mobilization Staffs, in the mosques and any 
place of congregation. This causes the enemy to despair, including the enemy 
who always has half-baked plans. As you know, the Revolution Guards supervise 
the staffs. 


Border Protection 


In regard to the special sensitivity and conditions of the border, and the 
dangers threatening this province, brother ‘Aqebat Raf‘at, while mentioning 
various regional issues, said: I must say that as we have witnessed, the 
"flood" has shown the unity of the people here. As long as they rely on 
God no danger whatsoever can threaten them, people who have such unity, who 
help each other so much in the midst of difficulties. 
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In this regard, he said: With respect to the Afghan border, they are now at 
war and it is not clear what government is in power. However, we are 
controlling our joint border with Afghanistan. We will not permit any one 
to trespass this border. The Gendarmarie and Guards forces are vigilantly 
stationed on the border and observe the tiniest movement. Protection of 

the borders is their responsibility, and they have so far performed their 
duties excellently. 


Reasons for the Flood Outbreak 


Concerning the recent flood in Zahedan which ruined deprived areas, including 
Karimabad, Sa‘idabad and the northern districts of Zahedan, he said: I 

must congratulate this province's people. These persons were wonderful, 

the nation which truly helped was wonderful. I must furthermore thank the 
officials of revolutionary and governmental institutions and organs. I am 
grateful to all of them. May God reward them well. In light of the fact 
that all the people and officials were active in helping the flood victims, 
we of course could not grant those expectations the flood-stricken brothers 
and sisters had. 


As he coatinued, he said: I must also complain about a number of these 
people who came and built houses in the floodpath. I have been wondering 
how God will treat those who came and filled up the floodpath and built 
houses. Did they not think about filling up the floodpaths and building 
their houses? They built their houses close to our dams and damaged them 
a little. They came and diverted the water into the city and ruined houses 
in the city. They did not think about what answer they would give God on 
Judgment Day. 


9597 
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IRAN 


RETRIBUTION, OTHER BILLS DISCUSSED BY JUDICIARY COMMITTEE MEMBER 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 12 Apr 82 p 14 


[Interview with Seyyed Reza Zavvareh'i] 


[Text] Concerning the proposals and bills ratified by the Majlis last year 
as well as those which have been proposed and are presently being studied in 
the Judiciary Committee, we had an interview with Mr Seyyed Reza Zavvareh'i, 
the representative of the people of Tehran and a member of the Judiciary 
Committee. He expressed his views on these issues, which you will read below. 


Question: Last year, important proposals and bills were examined by the 
representatives. Please tell us your opinion about these proposals and bills. 


Zavvareh'i: In the name of God, the compassionate and the merciful. 


As you mentioned in your question, last year, important proposals were 
ratified in the Majlis or offered to the Majlis and are now being studied. 
Each one of these is, in its own way, of special significance. I will begin 
with the latest bill ratified by the Majlis, which also has an important 
function. But first I will have to point out one issue, which is that legisla- 
tion which will benefit the society and stem from Islam and its guidelines and 
standards is but one stage. The implementational stage, however, is much more 
important; in fact, it is the most important stage. Islamic guidelines are 
nothing new that suddenly appeared or were invented after the revolution. The 
Koran, 1,400 years ago, came to the revered Prophet of Islam. The tradition 
of the Prophet, the ways of the imams, and the research of the religious 
scholars during this period have clarified the standards which must govern 
human relations in the Islamic society to secure salvation. However, until 
the victory of the revolution, these laws had been forgotten and those who 
found the implementation of Islamic guidelines harmful to their material and 
worldly interests prevented the implementation of these guidelines. In other 
words, these guidelines were not being implemented. Therefore, devising laws 
is only one stage. We do not make laws, but if there are new issues for which 
guidelines have not been anticipated or must be changed according to religious 
standards, they are devised and become articles of law. In this case, what 

is important is the issue of implementation. Among the bills which were 
ratified by the Majiis last year, one is the urban lands bill. Although if we 
were to look at it from a different perspective, it might not be very just to 
pay the money based on the zonal price to those who have taken possession of 
these lands, there is a solution: implementation of Article 49 of the 
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Constitution. But the very important effect that the urban lands law can 

have is that the land which hes been set aside for residential housing in the 
cities will no longer be a commodity. One of the plans of the previous regime 
and the U.S. plan in our country and others, about which I do not know much 
because I have not travelled abroad, may be that after creating a single 
product economy, they center labor and money on building and selling and on 
land. That is, they transfer the money from a sound, constructive and active 
economy to the building and selling process, which plays no role in produc- 
tion and creates inflation. Our country too suffered from this great calamity. 
Besides, they cause great problems for the people which we cannot begin to 
analyze here because it would be a very prolonged discussion. 


This system would also create ill effects in the society from a moral stand- 
point. 


The Implementation of the Urban Lands Bill 


This is a very big step which can redirect the money which yesterday was used 
for building and selling and the like to another sector, the production 
sector, and make dealing in land far less attractive. Of course, at the same 
time, the government should think of doing something with both the money 
obtained from this sector through transference to the government and the 
money that in this way has remained stagnant because of the prevention of land 
trans ctions, so that funds would not again be used in profit-making money 
markets, middlemen's hands, and unproductive sectors, which would be calami- 
tous for the economy of the society. From right now, the government must, 
simultaneous with the implementation of the urban lands bill, think about a 
way to direct the monies which were used in this way in order to prepare the 
way to a sound economy. 


The urban lands bill has many advantages, the enumeration of which is beyond 
the scope of a short interview. However, the main concern is to whom these 
lands are given when they are taken over. Are they given to deserving indivi- 
duals? Are they given correctly, after investigation? Or, God forbid, as a 
result of inattention, have charlatans, tricksters, and opportunists once 
again come and taken these lands, built them up and so)d them as residences? 
The land itself is not transferrable, but residences are. We hope that those 
brothers in the Ministry of Housing pay close attention to this point so that 
when one door is closed to these profiteering elements, another is not, God 
forbic, opened tc then. 


The National Inspection Bill 


Another of the proposals and bills ratified by the Majlis last year was the 
national inspection bill, which existed in the past but has taken a new form 
based on the Constitution. Thank God, the work has started and we hope that 
it will deal with the various problems and duties decisively. If dealt with 
decisively, the bureaucratic system, which has a very important function in 
the continuation of the revolution, can certainly be reformed. If the 
violations that occur in government organizations, various institutions, the 
judicial or executive branch, and both revolutionary and non-revolutionary 
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institutions are dealt with lightly, God forbid, or a recommendation should 
influence actions, or exceptions are made instead of justice being carried 

out, it must be said that the intent of those who devised the Constitution 

and the imam of the people will not have been acted upon. 


The national investigation office can play a very important tole in guiding 
and preventing violations in government organizations. 


Clarification of Governing Guidelines 


Another bill ratified is the bill for the revitalization and transfer of 
agricultural land. This is a very good bill. However, there are many prob- 
lems inherent in this bill. In order to improve and revitalize our agricul- 
ture, the situation of agricultural ownership mst be clarified and the 
limitations on and the level of the peoples activities established. Of 
course, this does not mean that I support large ownership or small ownership. 
I support the implementation of the law and the clarificaiton of the guide- 
lines in the society. If there are guidelines in the society, that society 
will succeed; but if there are no guidelines, that society will be dragged to 
misfortune and chaos. The issue at hand is that people should know how much 
agricultural activity they are allowed. Can non-farmers invest in agricul- 
ture? And if so, to what extent will their investments be secure? In the 
Islamic government the most important issue for the people is security. Just 
as we mist prevent exploitation and profiteering, we must retrieve the 
plundered wealth of the people and the treasury from those who have plundered 
it. We must create economic and judicial security in our country in order to 
ensure the growth and blossoming of the talents in both material and spiritual 
areas according to our expectations in the society. Of course, I have some 
problems with the bill for revitalization and transfer of lands. God willing, 
in the second round of discussions, the Comittee will pay close attention to 
them. At that time, we will talk about it, if there is an opportunity, 
because of the importance of the agricultural issue. 


Another bill examined in the Committee is the issue of the revitalization of 
manpower. In this connection, the preliminary steps have been taken in the 
administrative organizations. Of course, work has not actually started, but 
the preparations have been made. We hope that this also will be implemented 
in accordance with the law and the overall observance of justice. The 
creation of an office of administrative justice is another proposal raised in 
the Committee. That bill was also passed in the Majlis last yeaxy. This is 
another of the new institutions which has not yet come to full maturity in 
our society. 


The Stages for Studying the Bill of Retribution 


The member of the Judiciary Committee, concerning the stages that the bill of 
retribution has gone through in the Committee and when it will be offered to 
the Majlis, said: Presently, the bill of retribution is being discussed in 
the Judiciary Committee. A major portion of the section on boundaries has 
been studied and we hope that by late April, God willing, it will be presented 
to the Majlis for the first round of discussions. It is a very important 
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bill. Of course, we are waiting for the section on monetary retribution to 
be devised by the Supreme Judicial Council to be sent for study. Ultimately, 
it can be said that the bill of retribution will bring about a great change 
in our legislative system and can play a very effective role in preventing 
the spread of corruption in the society and in guiding the society to prevent 
oppression and injustices done to the people in various areas by unsound and 
unscrupulous individuals. The Justice Department in the past played a role 
in spreading corruption in two areas: in the area of financial corruption and 
in the area of crimes. The punishment for crimes must play two roles in the 
society. First, it must play a punitive role. Punishment makes the offender 
aware. Another, which is much more important and is of concern t6 Islam and 
also to legislators in various countries, is the role of making the society 
aware and alert. That is, the society would understand what particular 
punishment would result from anyone committing any particular crime or action 
which has been recognized as an offense under the law. For punishment to 
clearly and effectively admonish, the offender should be swiftly punished, in 
the shortest possible time. Which means that in the investigation, God 
forbid, there will be no haste or carelessness. 


Expediting the Punishment for Crimes 


Suppose a murder has occurred. In the first days, the feelings and emotions 
of the people have been injured and they would like the murderer to be 

swiftly punished. If the murderer is punished, in addition to the fact that 
the murderer has been punished, the society becomes aware and alert. That 

is, those who might have it in their nature to commit crimes are immediately 
made aware that if they commit an offense, they will immediately be punished. 
As a result, the crime level drops in the society. But, if this takes 10 or 
1S years, as during the past regime, not only will the people forget, but this 
is not what the soceity wants and it would make no difference to them anymore. 
In the area of financial issues, also, when a financial file is in the Justice 
Department for 2, 3, 5, 10, or even up to 20 or 30 years, this causes the 
spread of financial corruption. Because, if a defaulter realizes that as 

soon as a creditor goes to the Justice Department, the ruling will be 
immediately issued and his property returned to him, he will never attempt 
financial corruption or fraud since he knows that the court will immediately 
investigate. 


There were many people in the past regime who tried to put forth a good face 
in order to cheat the people under various pretexts. Later, they would try 
to embezzle the money. For one or five years, the case would continue in 
the Justice Department. Then the principle of the money would be returned. 
And there would be no problem. This is financial corrup*ion. When someone 
is violated, his rights have been damaged. He expects retribution. The bil! 
of retribution will stop the spread of corruption and crime in the society. 
Experience has shown that laws which are respected within people, in the 
conscience of individuals, and are guaranteed to be intrinsic and conscien- 
ciously implemented by these individuals are laws which are successful. Man- 
made laws, since they are not respected in the conscience of human beings, 
had to be changed after a while because the people did not value them. The 
bill of retribution is a bill that the people respect because it is precisely 
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based on religious guidelines and they expect it to be implemented. The same 
people are now upset because they see that issues which are basically crimes 
and offenses and cannot be forgiven are investigated in the Justice Depart- 
ment according to the previous guidelines. This bill of retribution can 
guide the society. Of course, this does not mean that we look at it one 
dimensionally and think that it alone makes up the Justice Department and 
that by carrying out the correct guidelines, it would take the society toward 
reform, but economic, political, and social issues are all various dimensions 
of a society [as published]. 


In various areas, everyone must act correctly and everything must be implemen- 
ted in its own place. God willing, we hope that by late April, this law will 
be presented to the Majlis for the first round of discussions. In regards to 
proposals and bills which are presently being studied in the Judiciary 
Committee, Seyyed Reza Zavvareh'i said: There are several bills which are 
being studied at the present time, including the bill for councils, the bill 
for the construction crusade, and the charter for the Guards Corps. As far 

as I recall, these are the bills which are being studied. In the end, con- 
cerning the emergency bills that the government must prepare and offer to the 
Majlis, Seyyed Reza Zavvareh'i said: Two very important issues must come 
before the Majlis immediately and must change but still have not come: One is 
that the administrative relations which govern our administrative system, 
which had been taken from the West, with the same guidelines that the U.S. 
advisors had forced on us during the past regime, must change. And labor 
relations--most of the corruption comes from the laws which were devised 
based on the interests of that regime and its masters, the United States and 
the exploiters in Iran--this must change. We hope that in the new year these 
two sets of important and serious government regulations will be prepared, 
devised, and offered to the Majlis, because they will have a very effective 
role in creating the necessary changes after the revolution. 
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IRAN 


REFORMS BEING UNDERTAKEN TO STRENGTHEN BUREAUCRACY 
Hiring Bill 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 18 Apr 82 p 13 


[Speech by Dr Jasebi, director of the Organization for Administrative and 
Hiring Affairs] 


[Text] More than six months ago, the bill for the recon- 
struction of government administrative offices was ratified 
and a period of two years has been projected for its imple- 
mentation. The preliminary and revision committees will be 
responsible for investigating the cases in the offices and 
the proper courts will determine the punishment. These 
statements were made by Dr ‘Abdollah Jasebi, deputy prime 
minister and director of the Organization for Administra- 
tive and Hiring Affairs, in an exclusive interview with the 
correspondent of the economic service of KEYHAN. 


In the beginning of his talk, Dr Jasebi told our correspondent: During the 
first week, after the ratification of the law for the reconstruction of admi- 
nistative offices, which was ratified more than six months ago, the work 

in this area began. The reconstruction bill calls for high-level supervisory 
committees to be formed in the ministries and organizations to prepare bylaws 
for the preliminary and revision committees to be approved by the proper 
minister. Immediately, the question was raised of, firstly, which ministries 
or government establishments must have high supervisory committees. Also, it 
was noted that if we were to appoint high supervisory committees for all 
organizations, we would need perhaps 300-400 of such committees. The forma- 
tion of such a large number of committees would require a great deal of time. 
Secondly, if each of these committees were to write bylaws for themselves, 
there would be a lack of coordination between them. Hence, in accordance with 
Article 6 of the reconstruction law, by which the deputy prime minister is 
responsible for coordination and joint sessions, I was charged with this 
responsibility. A group was appointed to study the feasibility of the bylaws, 
the model, and also the number of high supervisory committees. This group 
consists of two persons from the Supreme Judicial Council, one from the Prime 
Minister's Office and two from the Organization of Administrative and Hiring 
Affairs. Within a few weeks, the bylaws and the number of committees--22 











committees--were established. Later, another committee from the Majlis was 
added to these committees. 


He added: In total, 23 committees have been formed. Ministers, who, accor- 
ding to Article 4, are accountable to the Majlis, head 20 of these committees. 
Of the remaining committees, the first is that of the Majlis and the second is 
under the supervision of the prime minister, who is also accountable [to the 
Majlis], and the third high supervisory committee is from radio and televi- 
sion, which is also affiliated with the Majlis. This was the first stage in 
the implementation of the law carried out for coordination. 


The second stage was the formation of supervisory committees. For each 
committee, two representatives of the Supreme Judicial Council, two represen- 
tatives of the related ministries or organizations, and one from the Prime 
Minister's Office had to be appointed. Because appointing competent indivi- 
duals by the ministers and the Supreme Judicial Council required a good deal 
of care, it took about three to four months until the supervisory committees 
were completed. 


The third stage was to ask all the supervisory committees to procure an 
office for themselves, to prepare bylaws in order to divide the work among 
themselves, and to write the bylaws for the preliminary committees. In this 
regard, they could use the proposed bylaws in accordance with Paragraph 3 of 
Article 4 and discuss their problems and difficulties. Therefore, the 
administrative office for the reconstruction of manpower was estabiished in 
the Prime Minister's Office under my supervision in order to provide the 
necessary coordination among the committees. In the third stage so far, the 
following has been accomplished. The administrative office has been estab- 
lished and is active. The high supervisory committee has prepared the bylaws 
for the preliminary aid revisory committees on the basis of the proposed 
bylaws. It was endorsed by the administrative office and approved by the 
proper minister. Also, offices were established to centralize the affairs 
relating to reconstruction. 


Most of them have written their bylaws and the rest are preparing them. We 
have regular weekly joint meetings for coordination in various areas. 


The fourth stage is the formation of preliminary and revisory committees. 

This has also started. More than 100 preliminary and revisory committees have 
been formed in Tehran and other cities. We hope these committees will soon 
begin their work of studying the cases throughout Iran. 


The director-general of the Orgarization for Administrative and Hiring Affairs 
of the country added: In conrzction with the reconstruction bill, the exact 
implementation of the law is the objective. The president of our country 

said in his visit 2 few days ago that the reconstruction law should be 
implemented correctly; any kind of waste should be prevented; and the law 
should, in fact, be implemented line by line. In his statements, the 
president said that we must follow the policy of absurbtion and attraction. 
The question might be raised by some people of what is meant by absorbtion 

and attraction. In explanation of the statements of our brother, the 
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president, I must say that in offices, there are employees who are ideolo- 
gically committed and revolutionary and there are those, whose number is very 
small, who are counterrevolutionary and have not yet been able to adjust 
themselves to the regime of the Islamic Republic. Unfortunately, through 
their action, they slow down the progress of the Islamic Republic. The 
third group consists of those who do not have a clear line or stance. These 
are individuals who have not, for some reason, been absorbed by the other 
two above-mentioned groups. Concerning the second group, we cannot ignore 
them and we will deal with them decisively. But, as for the third group, we 
must try to absorb them and bring them in line with the ideology, Islam, and 
theocratic rule. It is in regards to this group that we speak of the policy 
of absorbtion, reconstruction, and training. 


The director-general of the Organization for Administrative and Hiring Affairs 
added: The high supervisory committee must take extra care in choosing the 
members of preliminary and revisory committees because it is they who will 
judge the cases of the accused. The slightest mistake in this connection can 
be damaging. Every type of extremism in their judgment will be detrimental 

to the revolution. If imcompetent and biased individuals are seen among the 
preliminary and revisory committees, immediate steps must be taken to replace 
them. We hope that with correct selection, correct and continual supervision, 
reliance on the Almighty, and adhering to the guidelines set by the dear 
leader of the revolution, we will be able to implement this law in the best 
possible way and most exact manner. Along with the implementation of this 
law, it has been determined that, God willing, the necessary training should 
be provided for the employees of the government to enable this great force 

to contribute to the revolution more completely. 


The director-general of the Organization for Administrative and Hiring Affairs 
said in conclusion: We must add that the examination of some of the offenses 
of government employees, such as bribery, embezzlement, waste of public 

funds, exposure of secret documents, smuggling of currency, narcotics, and 
prohibited goods, and similar things, will be referred to the proper courts. 
The preliminary and revision committees in the governmental offices and 
organizations have only the duty of sending the information to the proper 
courts. These courts are responsible for identifying offences and determining 
punishments. 


New Rating System 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 18 Apr 82 p 13 


[Speech by Dr Jasebi, director of the Organization for Administrative and 
Hiring Affairs] 


[Text] In order to give promotions to the employees of 
government offices and institutions, which are referred to 
in Articles 28 and 35 of the national employment law, the 
national Organization for Administrative and Hiring Affairs 
was given the task of devising new guidelines based on the 
Islamic value system and replacing the previous law with 
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them. The director-general of the Organization for 
Administrative and Hiring Affaris made this statement 
in an exclusive interview with the correspondent of the 
economic service of KEYHAN. 


Dr ‘Abdollah Jasebi, the director-general of the Organization for Administra- 
tive and Hiring Affairs of the country, added: To categorize and, in fact, 
give promotions to those employees referred to in Articles 28 and 35 of the 
national employment law, new laws based on Islamic guidelines had to be 
devised. The laws of the previous regime followed guidelines which could not 
be used after the victory of the Islamic revolution. For this reason, during 
the premiership of brother Mahdavi-Kani, the Organization for Administrative 
and Hiring Affairs offered a plan to the government for approval on the basis 
of which the past guidelines were to be abolished. On this basis, the 
Organization for Administrative and Hiring Affairs was charged with devising 
new guidelines based on the Islamic value system to be presented to the 
Cabinet for approval. Therefore, a group was formed in the Organization to 
begin work on writing these guidelines. To devise a new plan for the evalua- 
tion of the service of government employees, this group divided its work into 
five areas, which are: 


1. Examining Islamic standards in connection with the evaluation. In this 
case, the Koran, ''Tafsir al-Mizan,"' "Tafsir-e Nemuneh," "Partovi az Qoran," 
"Nahj al-Fasaheh," "Nahj al-Balagheh,"' and some religious books and publica- 
tions have been used. In this section, of course, the views of Islamic 
scholars and experts have been sought in order to make better use of these 
texts. 


2. Examining the laws and regulations which reflected the policy of the 
government. In this regard, the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of 
{ran, the national employment law, and related bylaws, the law for the 
reconstruction of manpower, the national inspection law, and the law of 
administrative justice were examined and studied. 


3. Studying past experiences in evaluation programs and understanding the 
related problems and deficiencies. In this area, some work has been done 

in connection with Article 28 of the national employment law in the Organiza- 
tion of Administrative {and Hiring] Affairs in the course of which the 
studies involving the National Iranian Airlines, the National Iranian 0il 
Company, Tavanir Company, and the Markazi Bank were discussed and examined. 


4. Examining scientific standards in evaluation and studying the methods 
common in other countries. In this area, besides a number of publications 

and forms on evaluation, about 13 books and articles dealing specifically with 
evaluation, which have been writen in developed countries, were used. 


5. Examining the views of authorities and employees. The group was instruc- 


ted to contact national authorities and exchange views with them about 
evaluation. 
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This was done in two stages. The first stage consisted of a short investiga- 
tion into finding a basis for presenting to the Cabinet some preliminary 
principles and guidelines for their approval. The detailed study is still 
underway. In the short study which was approved by the Cabinet last week, 
two groups of characteristics were taken into consideration for measuring the 
competence and ability of government employees. 


1. General characteristics, which involve the attitudes and behavior expected 
of all government employees. 


2. Special characteristics, depending on the kind of work and the responsi- 
bilities of the employees will differ. The second part has been conferred 
on the organizations and ministries, which will prepare the necessary 
evaluation forms on the basis of the specific needs of that organization or 
ministry. But, in the first part, piety is the basis for identifying 
behavior, including moral piety and piety of service. Moral piety consists 
of all tendencies, beliefs, and behavior which would cause favorable rela- 
tionships among fellow employees and provide the proper grounds for the 
blossoming of talent. 


An Example of the Characteristics of "Moral Piety" in the Behavior of an 
Employee 


He is humble and courteous and avoids pride and selfishness; he is truthful in 
his words and deeds and avoids flattery and pretentiousness; he is trustworthy 
and keeps secrets; he is tolerant and patient; he is polite, dignified, and 
chaste; he is forgiving and self-sacrificing; he avoids backbiting and 
slander; in expressing his views azid carrying out his work, he does not use 
favoritism or hold grudges; he avoids empty statements and actions; and he 
strives for the comfort and welfare of others. 


Another kind of piety considered in evaluation is piety of service, which 
consists of all the tendencies and efforts which would result in good service 
and the improvement of duties and responsibilities. 


An Example of the Characteristics of Piety of Service in the Quality of an 
Employee's Service 


1. He adheres to administrative discipline and regulations. 


2. He feels a commitment towards the job he has accepted and considers hin- 
self responsible for its consequences. 


3. He works truthfully, even without the overseeing of the supervisor. 
4. He cares about his work and tries to offer quality service. 
5. He follows up the work he has undertaken to its completion cheerfully. 


6. He is serious about his work, respects its value, and is attentive to its 
importance. 
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7. He treats clients respectfully and tries to resolves their problems. 
8. He makes an effort to increase his professional knowledge. 


9. When there is an emergency or humanitarian issues are at stake, he 
displays self-sacrifice and extraordinary effort. 


10. He admits his mistakes. 
ll. He tries to safeguard administrative secrets. 


12. He has consideration for his fellow employees, respects their rights, and 
cooperates with then. 


13. He offers his professional knowledge and experience to others. 

14. He avoids wasting time and empty actions. 

15. He takes care of the work equipment and conserves its use. 

Continuing his speech, Dr Jqsebi added: In the guidelines for the evaluation 
of general characteristics, which have been prepared in the form of a chart, 
the following points are included: 

1. The immediate supervisor of the employee pays attention to the quality 
of behavior and service of the persons he supervises and takes notes concer- 
ning them. 

2. During the evalutions, which come three times a year, the supervisor 
exchanges views and seeks council from competent and conscientious persons 


about the behavior of the employee. 


3. With consideration for these investigations, he determines one of four 
ratings for the employees: 


Very good: When the desired characteristics observed frequently in the 
behavior and service of the employee. 


Good: When these characteristics are usually observed. Medium: When these 
characteristics are more or less observed. 


Weak: When these characteristics are rarely observed in the behavior and 
service of the employee. 


4. The results of the evaluation are sent to the authority immediately over 
the supervisor in order for him to also express his views and give council. 


S. 1f an employee has a weak rating, the weaknesses are recorded and kept. 


6. If the working period of the supervisor with the employee is less than two 
months, the views of competent and conscientious personnel of the unit in 
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question, past evaluations, and the results of interviews with employees will 
be the basis of the determination. 


In conclusion, the director-general of the Organization for Administrative 
and Hiring Affairs pointed out: We hope that in carrying out the duty of 
preparing the special characteristics which has been conferred on the minis- 
tries and government institutions, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Cabinet, the evaluation group of the Organization will cooperate with 
those ministies and institutions and also take joint action to prepare them 
so that, God willing, a complete evaluation system will be devised for 
government employees in all areas. 


9593 
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IRAQ 


EFFECT OF WAR ON IRAQI NAVY VIEWED 
Stuttgart MARINE-RUNDSCHAU in German Apr 82 pp 175-182 


[Article by Gregor M. Manousakis: "On the Security-Policy Situation in the 
Persian Gulf" ] 


[Text] A Greek scientist and Arabist, an expert on the 

Arab world, following his trip to Iraq, investigates the 
strategic situation in the area of the Persian Gulf against 
the background of the Iraqi-Iranian conflict. 


Blessed by nature with the two rivers, tlie Tigris and Euphrates, Iraq, in 
contrast to the other countries in the region, is a green land with great 
development possibilities in the agricultural sector. In spite of the July 
temperatures, which during the day go as highas45° in the shade and which at 
night nardly drop below 35°, Baghdad is a green city unlike any other in the 
region. Iraq certainly is the cnly Arab oil-producing country which need not 
fear the end of the oil age. 


With an area of 438,446 square kilometers, a population of 14.2 million, 
which annually grows by 3.3 percent or just about 450,000 souls, with almost 
180 million tons of oil production per year and a stable political regime, 
Iraq today——following Persia's collapse due to Khomeyni's "revolution"--is 
the strategically most i portant state in the Middle East. 


The strategic significance of Iraq emerged into the light of day particularly 
after the victory of the Islamic revolution in Persia whose revolutionaries 
tried hard immediately after the power seizure to propagate the revolution's 
export to the surrounding Arab states. The intention was to be taken serious- 
ly because very strong Shiite minorities live along the southern coast of the 
Persian Gulf; in Iraq, the Shiites account for 60 percent, in other words, 
even the majority of the population. A completely new situation was thus 
created in the area of the Gulf. The West, especially the United States, 
until then had been going on the assumption that the Persian barrier, with a 
width of between 720 and 1,430 kilometers, would keep the Russian bear from 
the waters of the Persian Gulf and the oil region of the Middle East. 


After the shah's overthrow, this was no longer true. Instead, one could not 
rule out the possibility that the USSR, exploiting the weaknesses of the 
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Islamic revolution, might appear along the north side of the Persian Gulf. 
"The ‘Islamic Republic’ hag barely been installed in Tehran when the Americans 
already sent their defense secretary to see King Khaled. This made it clear 
that Saudi Arabia's ruler in the future was to take over the shah's role in 
the West's strategic concept; it showed that the defense line could no longer 
run along the Soviet border in northern Persia but rather along the Arab 

Gulf coast. Sheikhdoms, such as Bahrain and Dubai, but above all the Sul- 
tanate of Oman, were assigned a new task quite overnight upon Khomeyni's 
power takeover and nobody knew whether the sheikhs and emirs were actually 
ready and able to perform that task"), 


The mission of the Americans in Riyadh was bound to fail because it was wrong 
for two reasons: First of all, Carter's pitiful failure during the Persian 
crisis had cast doubt upon the value of the United States as an ally and 
protecting power in the eyes of the Arab Gulf states and beyond. Second, the 
Americans judged the general makeup of the Glf monarchies in an utterly 
wrong fashion when they thought that those states would be able to handle any 

security-policy tasks with the exception of securing their own existence. 
The Arab Gulf states, including Saudi Arabia, but with the exception of Iraq, 
are theocratic monarchies with kings, sultans, and emirs as heads of states. 
The system of government in itself does not necessarily imply the political 
weakness of the particular country; nevertheless, that is characteristic of 
all Gulf monarchies, for three reasons. First of all, oil wealth irreparably 
shook up the archaic social ties which existed in their societies just a few 
years ago. The Gulf states, which in this fashion were domestically de- 
stabilized, are moving in two opposite directions. One part, frightened by 
the social consequences of "modernism" and cultural alienation, looks back- 
ward. Its representatives think that they might be able to counter the in- 
fluence coming in from abroad through the revival or preservation of in then- 
selves outdated elements of their own culture and tradition*. The conse- 
quences are theocratic forms of government and decreed strict isolation. 
The other part of the societies in the Gulf states has a positive attitude 
toward "modernism," considers traditional social ties to be extensively out- 
dated, is open-minded toward cultural influence from the outside, and seeks a 
different political culture, not necessarily a different form of government. 
The gap between the two directions is very deep. 


Second, the monarchs of the Gulf states are representative of the first ten- 
dency and thus are themselves parties, not heads of state in the usual sence, 
because they are not above the disputes of the political forces in their 
countries; their hold is thus not based on a broad national consensus and 
they therefore are weak heads of state. 


The already existing revolutionary mood among their own population, third, 

is further boosted by the “guest workers" who are present, but above all by 
the Palestinian emigrants who, out of disappointment over the failure of their 
national cause, increasingly relapse into social and political negation. 

In the meantime, they have become a factor of uncertainty in domestic poli- 
tics for all Arab states*. All of these three phenomena in the political 
life of the Gulf stats force their heads to maintain a repressive security 
machinery whose mission it is to suppress the revolutionary mood. This is 
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what the Gulf states consider to be their primary security-policy mission, 
uot their participation in a security system for the entire region. 


The Americans, who after Persia's collapse came to Riyadh with the stigma of 
their attitude toward the shah on the forehead in order to negotiate on 
general security-policy problems, therefore must have looked like some strange 
creatures to the Saudis. At any rate, they did not convince anybody at all. 
The United States was given no promises at all by Riyadh concerning the estab- 
lishment of military bases on Saudi Arabian territory. On the contrary, 
immediately after Persia's collapse, there was a touch of growing independ- 
ence which became noticeable in Saudi Arabian foreign policy and which still 
persists today. 


The reason for this was that the Saudis, after the victory of the Islamic 
revolution, suddenly found themselves facing a new challenge which had not 
existed for them until then: the religious challenge. The raid on the mosque 
in Mecca, the most important holy place in the Islamic world, in November 1979 
contirmed their fear in two different ways. First of all, the Islamic revolu- 
tion is virulent also in Saudi Arabia although its political system--in con- 
trast to the shah's Persia--is based fully on Islamic law and Islamic tradi- 
tion. Besides, it is aimed directly at the theocratic Saudi Arabian monarchy 
under the pretext of the excessive way of life of the royal family. 


Because of this vulnerability of the Saudi Arabian monarchy on its religious 
and political flank, it absolutely needs foreign-policy support, specifically, 
within the Arab world; first of all, in order not to discredit its own Islamic 
tendency and, second, to undo the propaganda as to its dependence on the 
"imperialist" United States. Iran performed this function while the shah 

was alive. Consequently, the Saudis, more pragmatic than is generally 
assumed, immediately after Iran's collapse began to look around in the region. 
Jordan and the Gulf stateswere too weak; Syria was utterly out of the ques- 
tion; Egypt could not be considered because of its peace with Israel and its 
lineup with the United States. That only left Iraq, a certainly consolidated 
regime with the region's strongest and best-trained army. In February 1979, 
after Khomeyni had returned to Iran and when naive commentators in the West 
were thinking that all of the country's problems had been solved, the Saudis 
quickly signed a policy agreement with former arch enemy Iraq. It was 
designed to prevent the "export" of the shiite-Islamic "revolution" from 
Persia by means of subversive elements whom Baghdad feared just as much as 
Riyadh. The majority of Iraq's population is Shiite but the country's leader- 
ship group consists of Sunnites. 


The Saudis' choice of Iraq furthermore had a firm military background. Today, 
Iraq keeps 252,250 men under arms. Its arsenal includes 2,600 tanks, 

Soviet, French, and Brazilian makes, AT weapons of Soviet ana Western origin 
(MILAN [light infantry AT missile]}), more than 335 MiG combat aircraft but 
also "Mirage F-IC," plus an air forceconsisting of medium bombers which is 
quite considerable in view of Iraq's size. In its navy, Iraq among other 
things keeps a frigate and 12 OSA I and II guided missile boats, all of them 
equipped with the dreaded Soviet "STYX" ship-to-ship missile, a weapon which 
must not be underestimated in the narrow waters of the Persian Guif. Iraq 
had ordered an additional five frigates, one from the Soviet Union (Yug) and 
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four in Italy (Lupo) as well as six 650-torn corvettes, likewise ordered in 
Italy. In maritime respects, Iraq of course is facing a serious disadvantage. 
Its coastline along the northern shore of the Persian Gulf is only about 

30 kilometers long. On top of that, the Kuwaiti island of Jazirat Bubiyan 
lies off that coastline so that Iraq's access to the open sea is practically 
blocked. An effective Iraqi naval base on the shore of the Persian Gulf 
therefore is possible only with Kuwait's benevolent support. 


On the other hand, all other Gulf states (excluding Iran), including Saudi 
Arabia (47,000) have armed fcrres of about 100,000 men. In spite of their 
most modern equipment, their combat value is poor; first of all, because of 
their low training level and, besides, since their operational capability 

is at a minimum due to their breakup into minor units. In answer to the 
question as to whether, in view of this balance of power in the area of the 
Gulf, his country feels that it has a responsibility toward the weak Arab 
monarchies located there, Saddam Hussein said clearly: "The Iraqi forces would 
defend each of them, just like any Arab country, just like Baghdad." 


Saudi Arabia is not alone with its need to stay close to Iraq. Jordan and 
the Gulf emirates went the same road. This was made easier for them by 
Saddam Hussein in that he put an end to the Iraqi agitprop against the Arab 
monarchies. 


The observer in the area of the Gulf is now confronted with a strange phe- 
nomenon. Revolutionary Iraq which, just a few years ago, tried to carry the 
revolution and overthrow into the neighboring Arab monarchies through the 
ether and with all kinds of propaganda tricks, in the meantime has become 

the support of just those monarchies. it is above all the small Gulf states 
which were only too happy to lean toward Iraq which was too powerful for 

them anyway. This applies particularly to Kuwait which finds itself con- 
fronted with territorial claims by the big neighbor. The Islamic revolution 
in Iran however left them no other choice. For Khomeyni, Islam is so very 
much at the center of the revolution that he has tried among other things 

"to conduct an Islamic foreign policy which goes beyond Iran and which claims 
to include the other Islamic peoples, the Shiite and Sunnite peoples, within 
its action radius4." But it must be kept in mind here that Khomeyni is not 
thinking of an Islamic policy based on cooperation. Instead, he is dreaming 
of an Islamic foreign policy which he and Persia will determine and which 
will be followed by all other Arab states. This is precisely why the Iranian 
revolution most sharply rejects the unity wanted by all Arab states. In 
talking to the Lebanese newspaper AL-NAHAR on 23 December 1979, Bani-Sadr 
coumented: "The unity of the Arabs looks just like Zionism. It cannot in any 
way be justified with Islam." And Iranian Foreign Minister Sadek Ghot bzadeh, 
during his visit to the Gulf states in May 1980,tried to convince his con- 
versation partners that they support the principles of the Iranian revolution, 
putting their Arab national feelings second», Khomeyni commented on this as 
follows in a speech on 31 March 1980: "We will do everything imaginable to 
carry our revolution into other countries of this world." The Gulf states 
did not need any clearer warning signals. They necessarily had to turn to 
Iraq which was being pushed even harder by Tehran. Thus, the Tehran 
JOUMHOURI ISLAMI wrote the following on 19 April 1980: "It is the duty of the 
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Iraqi people and the Iraqi army to drive the Baath Party out." And Khomeyni 
himself on the same day demanded that the Saddam Hussein regime be "cast upon 
the garbage pile of history." 


Change in Baghdad's Foreign-Policy Outlook 


The Iraqi leadership was convinced for many years that the West, headed by 
the United States, constitutes an acute threat to the oil-rich Gulf region. 
The shah's big-power policy in conjunction with his close lineup with the 
United States seemed to confirm this foreign-policy view held by Baghdad. 
This was all the more true since the shah at the start of the 1970's indeed 
tried to chop Iraq up by supporting the Kurdish rebels. 


Baghdad saw its salvation in closer ties with the Soviet Union and concluded 
a "Treaty on Friendship and Cooperation" with it in 1972 which was to run 
until 1987. In 1975 however an acceptable settlement was worked out between 
Tehran and Baghdad which enabled Iraq to adopt a new outlook in its foreign 
policy. This was expressed in practice in Iraq's cautious approach to the 
other Arab Gulf states. In April 1978, the Saudi Arabian defense minister 
visited Baghdad. Just a few years earlier, when the Iraqi broadcasting 
Stations were trying to carry the revolution into Saudi Arabia via the ether, 
this was considered absolutely impossible. In the final analysis, the Persian 
crisis must have convinced the Iraqi leadership that there are forces at 
work in the world other than just "imperialism" and "anti-imper.ialismn." 


It was a good thing that the former Iraqi head of state Hussein al Bakr on 
12 July 1979--for reasons of health, as it was said--made room for young 
Saddam Hussein. In the meantime, relations between Iraq and Iran had deter- 
iorated. In the spring of 1979, the Iraqi embassy in Tehran was repeatedly 
threatened bv Iran "revowlutionaries" and pressure was applied to it; in the 
autumn, the Iraq consulate in Muhammara (Khorramshar) was demolished; it was 
occupied on 11 January 1980 and its files were taken away. After that, the 
change in Baghdad's foreign policy view was accelerated. Iraq now rejected 
the role of a Soviet revolutionary outpost in the Gulf and increasingly 
appeared as an Arab Gulf state without any affiliations with any bloc, a 
country whom Iran's collapse made it possible to develop a feeling of overall 
responsibility for the region. 


This new approach reached a new high point through the & February 1980 
"National Declaration" in whose eight points Iraq proclaimed itself to be an 
Arab state, unaffiliated with any bloc, a state which rejects "the presence 
of fareign armies, armed forces, and bases in the Arab homeland or the 

‘ . vi their presence in one or another form and under any pretext 

wi os. ver"; a country which is in favor of the peaceful resolution of all 
cont..cts between Arab states and their neighbors. 


In this way, Iraq expressed its final emancipation from the USSR. The 19/2 
"friendship treaty" simply withered away, but not unilaterally. Moscow 

likewise now obviously thought that veering and tacking during the Persian 
crisis was better than sticking to friendship with hard-pressed Iraq. The 
latter was indeed in trouble. By the beginning of 1980, Tehran was trying 
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mostly via radio to “export” its revolution to Iraq and the other Gulf states. 
After that, Khomeyni switched to direct subversion by means of individuals 
who were to trigger that revolution on the spot by word and deed. For example, 
on 1 April 1980, a Persian "student" made an attempt on the life of Iraq's 
vice prime minister; the attempt failed but ended with the death and injuring 
of a number of Iraqi students. A similar attempt on 12 April 1980 was aimed 
at the Iraqi minister of culture and it failed likewise. Then followed a 
series of border clashes which presumably were triggered by Tehran and to 
which Iraq responded~. War between the two countries seemed unavoidable. 

But before it began, Iraq placed its relationship with Saudi Arabia on a new 
basis. 


Agreement between Riyadh and Baghdad 


Saddam Hussein quite by surprise met with King Khaled and Crown Prince Fahd 
in Taef, in the mountains, on 6 August 1980. The Arabs consider themselves 
to be masters in maintaining silence and quite a few Western governments are 
quite envious of them for that. In reality, the Arabs however have not yet 
managed to understand the power of information. Their total defeat against 
Israel in international public opinion is mostly due to that alleged Arab 
"skill." This often looks simply stupid and discredits always only the 
government of the particular countries because, whether the Arabs like it or 
not, their close-mouthed attitude is the expression of lack of freedom and 
fear in the view of the West. 


The Taef meeting probably was one of those exceptions that justify silence. 
Looking back at it, the directions were set there for a new policy in the 
Gulf area which will lastingly influence its future. If one wanted to des- 
cribe the result of this meeting in dramatic terms, one might say that both 
countries have taken a giant step toward each other, with Iraq's step being 
wider in political terms and Saudi Arabia's step being longer in economic 
terms. After that, Iraq once and for all turned its back on the Soviet Union 
and the 1972 treaty has been a dead letter since then. On the other hand, 
Saudi Arabia turned a cold shoulder to the United States who at that time 

was planning a far-flung network of bases in the Gulf regions’. 


Iraq honored the approval of its previously mentioned "national declaration," 
which was thus documented, by abandoning its radical demand to use the oil 
weapon against the West as a whole because of Israel. That only left the 
selective exclusion of those countries from oil which might turn out to be 
"very pro-Zionist." This change in course by Iraq, the Gulf region's second- 
ranking oil producer, to follow Saudi Arabia's line, did not fail to have its 
effect. All other Gulf states, but Algeria likewise, a total of eight oil- 
producing countries, hastily agreed on accepting the Saudi Arabian agreement. 
Iraq again recognized the sensitivity of the Saudi's with respect to Jerusalem 
and agreed, together with Saudi Arabia, "to break off political and economic 
relations with every country that approves the Israeli annexation, every 
country that consequently would move its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem." 
The joint announcement furthermore mentioned the "firm determination of both 
countries to promote regional cooperation"; Saudi Arabian newspapers on that 
score were considerably clearer. They wrote that a "common strategy was 
drafted in Taef"8, 
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Iraq's political concession was compensated for by Saudi Arabia with consi- 
derable concessions in the economic area. Iraq's current (1981-1985) five- 
year plan calls for investments in the amount of $17.45 billion. The idea 
was to correct the imbalance in the development between cities and rural 
areas. The asumption to the effect that this investment program would have 
to be shelved because of the war would be quite natural especially since 
Iraqi oil production has also declined. But that assumption is wrong just 
the same. The investment program is being carried out full speed and visitors 
to the country can see that wherever they go. Everything is being built at 
the ‘same time, such as gigantic superhighways, roads, airports, bridges, 
government and administrative buildings, hotels, entire residential sections, 
plus cash payments for arms purchased in the USSR, Egypt, France, Italy, 
Brazil, and elsewhere. 


According to American sources, Saudi Arabia by June 1981 had loaned Iraq 

$8 billion, plus another $2 billion thereafter. This amount was not enough 
to finance the war and the investment program especially since the costs of 
the individual investment projects by far exceeded the original estimates. 

So far there is no evidence as to the type and actual amount of financial 

aid which was made available to Iraq after the outbreak of the war. After 
two trips to Iraq--not just to Baghdad--it is my personal impression that the 
Iraqis are very far from having money troubles in any direction. Saudi 
Arabia was always magnanimous when it came to giving money to fight against 
agression or revolutionary subversion in its political or geographic vicinity. 
Riyadh behaved similarly when it came to lending a helping hand to a friendly 
government. Egypt, Pakistan, South and North Yemen, the Sudan, Mauritania, 
Turkey, the Comoro Island, Zaire, a total of 30 countries in Africa and 

Asia, benefited from that”. It is therefore obvious that the Saudis did not 
make any exception in dealing with Iraq especially since it is fighting the 
war against revolutionary Iran as a surrogate and also in the interest of the 
other Arab monarchies in the Gulf region. This is why in addition to Saudi 
Arabia other rich Gulf states must have made money available to Iraq. 
Whether that involved $10 billion or considerably more or whether this in- 
volved actually repayable loans, as the Americans think, is something that 
remains to be seen. The significant thing is that Iraq has the financial 
possibility of fighting the war against Iran so long as oil flows in Saudi 
Arabia, in Kuwait, in the United Arab Emirates, etc. A small piece of evi- 
dence for this thesis is King Khaled's readiness to finance the construction 
of a new Iraqi atomic reactor to the tune of $250 million after Israel on 

8 June 1981 destroyed the Iraqi atomic reactor, the "Osiris" near Baghdad. 


War's Causes 


There was a permanent state of war between what used to be Mesopotamia and 

the big Persian king, whenever the latter did not keep the country “between 
the two rivers" occupied. After Mohammed's death (8 June 631 A.D.), the 
newly-converted Arabs flooded Mesopotamia and in May 637 A.D. they wiped the 
Persians out in a bitter battle at Qadissiya. The Persian Empire thereafter 
was subject to the Islamic caliphuntil 1501. In modern times, the dispute 
between Iraq and Persia was confined to the borderline along the Shatt-el-Arab 
(the River of the Arabs), which results from the confluence of the Tigris 
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with the Euphrates at the city of Al-Kurnah; after another 205 kilometers it 
runs into the Persian Gulf. Avc-ut 100 kilometers away from the mouth, the 
Shatt-el-Arab is separated by three big islands which hug the river's north 
bank. The waters of the two arms of the Shatt-el-Arab then again unite 
briefly in order immediately to be once again separated by an island, this time 
Al-Khasarif. Opposite that island, on the river's north bank, stands the 

city of Muhammara (Khorramshar). At its eastern end begins the second and 
biggest branch of the Shatt-el-Arab to the north which has a name of its own: 
the Bamshir River. Between it and the Shatt-el-Arab as such there is a big is- 
land which is50 kilometers long and up to 20 kilometers wide; Abadan was 

built on its northern part. 


Prior to 1847, the border between the former Ottoman Empire and Persia ran 
along the Shatt-el-Arab, right after the start of Al-Khasarif Island, moving 
toward the river's north bank, encircling the city of Muhammara in the form 
of an arc, reaching the north bank of the Bamshir River and continuing to 
the Persian Gulf. This river plus Abadan Island bélonged to the Ottoman 
Empire, that is, Iraq. During that year of 1847 however the shah forced a 
different boundary upon the “sick man on the Bosphorus." It ran along the 
north bank of the Shatt-el-Arab and made the entire Island of Abadan Persian 
territury. In the 1913 Constantinople agreement, another border correction 
was undertaken along the Shatt-el-Arab at the expense of the Ottoman Empire. 
Th: border essentially ran along the north bank of the Shatt-el-Arab but now 
it included the Island of Muhallah, opposite Abadan, as well as all other 
islands in the river up to its mouth. In 1975, Baghdad was hard-pressed by 
rebellious Kurds whom the shah suppor'ted extensively. As the price for his 
withdrawal of this support, he forced the Iraqis to accept the center line 
of the river as boundary during the OPEC conference in Algiers on 6 March 
1975. The Shatt-el-Arab thus ceased to be an Arab stream and became an 
international waterway. 


The protocol on that situation, which, with a view to drawing the boundary 
line, essentially is based on the previously mentioned 1931 jas published] 
document, was signed in Baghdad on 13 June 1975. In addition to the new 
boundary line and the introduction of the center line as the boundary on the 
Shatt-el-Arab, the treaty provided for a third essential point: Both parties 
to the treaty were to make sure that their boundaries would remain closed 

to "subversive elements." This point was important for both countries. It 
was important for Iraq because this made it impossible to support the Kurdish 
uprising from Iran; it was important to Iran because revolutionary sub- 
version, which was being controlled from Iraq against the shah--Khomeyni 
lived there at that time--would likewise cease. The agreement was complied 
with on both sides. The Kurdish uprising collapsed and Khomeyni, restricted 
in his agitation against the shah, 3 years later left Iraq and went to Paris. 
This point in the treaty contains the real cause of the present war between 
the two countries because Tehran broke the treaty by virtue of its attempt 

to transport the Islamic revolution also to Iraq. Baghdad took this oppor- 
tunity not only to restore its former boundary along the Shatt-el-Arab but 
also to settie other boundary disputes according to its views. The war con- 
sequently is not being fought along the approximately 1,000-kilometer long 
border between the two countries but only at three places: near the Iraqi 
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city of Khanakin, which is the northernmost front, where the Iraqis claim a 
border strip of 122 square kilometers but do not claim the Persian border city 
of Qasr-i-Shirin; south of the city of Mendeli, the middle sector, where the 
Iraqis want to get back two sections with a total of 215 square kilometers. 
Along the lowest section of the Shatt-el-Arab, they demand that the border be 
shifted back to its north bank as it was before 1975 and they furthermore 
claim the Province of Ahwaz which they call Arabistan. This last demand 
however is nothing more than a “bargaining chip." Iran could hardly let that 
province go since it also includes Abadan. Beyond that, the Iraqis demand 
that Tehran return three tiny islands, the Great and Small Toumb and Abu Musa, 
to Bahrain. These islands control the Strait of Hormuz and were occupied by 
the shah in 1971 after the withdrawal of the British "east of Suez." 


it is to be assumed that Iraq would rencunce its territorial claims against 
Iran through negotiations, perhaps with the exception of the city .:f Muhammara 
(Khorramshar) and above all the restoration of the border along the Shatt-el- 
Arab, such as it was prior to 6 June 1975. The most important point in the 
present conflict, which is also fully backed by the other Arab Gulf states, 
is the revolutionary subversion by Tehran which is directed against them and 
lraq. 


Wester commentators are of the opinion that the war has gotten to be too 
much for Iraq and that it would prefer to end it today rather than tomorrow. 
The latter is true but not only because Iraq is already fighting this war 

for more than a year and a half. Back on 28 September 1980, when the war 
was barely 3 weeks old, Saddam Hussein expressed his country's readiness 
immediately to end the war if the Iranians would stop their subversive acti- 
vities and accept "Iraq's sovereign rights." That means the previously men- 
tioned territorial claims by Iraq against Iran. In the same breath, Saddam 
Hussein said: "We have assured the entire world that we have no claim on 
Persian territory"10, The way in which Iraq is fighting the war shows that 
Iraq really is not interested in any territor al gains against Iran. [he 
Iraqis are not trying to reac! a certain fron: line and they are not ready to 
hold a certain sector under all circumstances. If the Iranians launch a 
massive attack in one sector of the front, the Iraqis retreat without much 
ado and advance a little in another sector where the Iranians are weak. That 
is all there is to the strategy of the Iraqis which is aimed at forcing the 
ruling mullahs in Tehran to go to the negotiating table. 


Regardless of the present and future attitude of the Iranians, the Iraqis have 
already attained the political advantage they were trying to get. Among all 
of the other Gulf states, including Saudi Arabia, Iraq has been accepted as 
the leading military power in the Gulf. This became clear already on 10 
October 1980 when the kings of Saudi Arabia and Jordan, in the presence of 

the highest military leaders of their countries, in the Saudi Arabian city 

of Jidda, coordinated their attitude on the Iranian-Iraqi war. In the words 
of Jordanian Prime Minister Badran, both countries agreed "to support this his- 
torical and legitimate rights of the brother country of Iraq to the sovereign- 
ty of its land and its waters"11. 
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After the shah's overthrow, Baghdad is the new “policeman” on the Gulf. Iraq 
by no means wants to play that role againt the West although it wants to 
preserve its neutrality and that of the region. It is a shame that Washington 
obviously refuses to understand the situation which has thus arisen on the 
Persian Gulf. There are as yet no diplomatic relations between the United 
States and Iraq. 


After the Iraqis restricted their relations with the USSR, they felt a 
little isolated because of that. They also freely complain about that. 
Washington obviously is rather re.icent here in order not to drive the Iranians 
into the arms of the USSR. This is certainly not a wrong policy; but whether 
it is correct in dealing with warring Iraq and the other Gulf states, headed 

by Saudi Arabia, threatened by the Islamic revolution, is something that re- 
mains to be seen. 
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FIGURE CAPTIONS 
[Map, p 175] The region of the Iraqi-Iranian war. 1—0Oil pipeline; 2--Desert. 


{[p 176, top] Tk Iraqi navy ordered four frigates of the Lupo class from Italy 
(the photo shows the Italian class leader), six corvettes of an improved 
version of the Ecuadoran Esmeraldas class (showing ¢he "Los Rios," under- 
going outfitting, below), plus a tanker of the Stromboli class. 


[p 178] The Saudi Arabian guided missile boat "Al Farouq™ (513) which was 
delivered in 1981 by the American shipyard of Peterson, Sturgeon Bay, Wis- 
consin. 


[p 179, top] The Iraqi "Osa" guided missile boat "Haziran" (1) in the Shatt- 
el-Arab off Khorramshar before the war. 


[p 179, center] One of the Iraqi coastguard boats of the Zhuk class, taken 
over from the Soviet Union in 1975. 


[p 180, top] The Luerssen TNC-45 guided-missile boat "Rodqum" (P4503) of the 
United Arab Emirate, which was delivered in 1980. 


{[p 180, center] The two PB 38 (Luerssen) patrol boats "Al Riffa" (10), in 
front, and "Hawar" (11) of the navy of the Sultanate of Bahrein, delivered 
in 1981. 


[p 181] Artist's impression of the Oman guided missile boat "Dhofar" being 
built by Vosper-Thornycroft, launched on 14 October 1981. 


[p 182, top] Baghdad, a green city. View across the Tigris. 
[p 182, bottom] Power plant of a broadcasting station, located outside the 


city of Qasr-i-Shirin, destroyed by the Iraqis. From here, Khomeyni tried to 
carry his revolution to Iraq via the ether. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


DISCUSSION OF VARIOUS ROLES IN ‘SAUDIZATION' PROCESS 
Jiddah AL-MADINAH in Arabic 9 Mar 82 p 15 


[Article by Yusel Fadhil: "Excerpts from Conference on ‘Saudization' Held 
in Riyadh: ‘Responsibility for the National Economy Rests on the Domestic 
Sector from Now on'"--part 2] 


[Excerpts] The aim of "Saudization," as discussed in forums, in the press 
and by professors with their students, is: 


How can we increase means »f production at the present time? We must increase 
the ability of the private sector to use the resources available, in terms of 
infrastructure, money, knowledge and so forth. I believe that this label, 
Saudization, will describe present and future stages in the development of 

the national economy. We must work to publicize it and not only through the 
private sector and individuals. The government should provide the means and 
the guidance; the rest is the job of the private sector. 


Dr Jalal Explains "Saudization" [Affiliation of Dr Jalal not disclosed] 


Then Dr Mahsun Jalal spoke. "I would like to add my comments to the subject 
of Saudization. The intent of Saudization is not to Saudize jobs, but to 
Saudize production, which means that, as much as possible, production must 
be carried out through Saudi organizations that are Saudi owned or at 

least mostly Saudi owned. 


"Saudization of consumption means taking care to consume and purchase Saudi 
goods and services. 


"This is very broad. In fact, the slogans could be: ‘Be Saudi, buy Saudi 
goods,’ ‘Be Saudi, buy Saudi agricultural products,’ ‘Be Saudi, fly Saudi 
Airlines,’ etc." 


Saudization of the Elements of Production 
"There is also Saudization of production elements and Saudization of labor in 
many ways. This is a difficult matter. This does not mean that positions 


are Saudized; the important point is Saudization of labor and Saudization 
of capital. The latter is easy, since capital is available in the kingdom. 
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"There is also Saudization of raw materials to the maximum. Saudization of 
‘organization’ is another difficult matter. So far, we have relied on for- 
eign firms. 


"Saudization of technology is also difficult and will take some time. 
Saudization of institutions and organizations and Saudization of scientific 
institutions and scientific research [will also take some time]." 


We Will Become an Advanced State 


"Some say that after 10 to 15 years we will be an advanced state, God willing. 
The organizations and institutions to carry this out must be developed. 
During the second 5-year plan, the kingdom spent $160 billion, and during the 
current 1980-85 plan, it will spend more than $250 billion. The various 
nonpetroleum production sectors have been developed considerably, and the 
percentage of their share in the national income has risen from 20 to 40 
percent in the past few years. 


"Thus, we can measure the importance of the process of developing the institu- 
tions, because we now have the stock on hand, that is the projects, capable 
of meeting this stage and the next stage in the Saudi economy. 


"Now, the Saudi economy and the level of economic progress and economic 
capability that the kingdom h s attained require another look at some or all 
of these organizations. What is suitable and effective under current condi- 
tions will continue, and whatever requires adjustment will be adjusted." 


International Saudization 





"The last subject concerns ‘international Saudization.' 


"The Saudi economy has changed in a way that is unprecedented in modern 
history. That is a fact. There are other nations of smaller size and 
development, but the kingdom's economy, in a continent--and I wish from now 
on that we call it the Arabian Continent, instead of the Arabian Peninsula-- 
the Arabian Continent, has developed in past years and will develop over the 
next few years. 


"1. The infrastructure will be on a level comparable with that of most of 
the advanced nations of the world. 


"2, The services sector will be a level comparable with that of most vf the 
advanced nations. 


"3. We will have the best educational and scientific institutions, not only 
in the area but possibly in the world. 


"The Petroleum University, King Sa‘'ud University and the other universities 


are evidence of this, as well as the National Center for Sciences and Tech- 
nology and the other training and technical institutions. 
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“Agriculture has begun to develop, especially during the last 3 years, in a 
way that has no parallel in any developing nation. This is no exaggeration, 
because agriculture usually has a growth rate of no more than 3 to 4 percent. 
In the kingdom, however, it has reached 10 percent. This is in fact a very 
high rate for the agricultural sector. 


"The bases for the growth of the heavy industry sector have begun to be 
developed. These investments are huge and made on a sound basis, not only 
with respect to production but also distribution and the other sectors." 


Institute for the Processing Industries 


"I believe that officials will soon be thinking about establishing an 
institute, not simply for the basic industries but also for the other inter- 
mediate industries. Even if we do not establish this organization, the 
industrial sector will be a powerful one, one of the strongest sectors in the 
area. 


"Scientific research has recently been started in the kingdom, and we have 
begun to pay attention to it. It is a very important aspect for every nation. 


"As is well known, the industrially advanced nations allocate a percentage 
of income for scientific research. The kingdom has begun to move in this 
direction; this will develop the technological aspect to a considerable 
extent." 


Positive Aspects of the Next Stage 


"There are many positive aspects to the next 10 years. During the next 10 
to 15 years, we will become one of the most important countries in the area, 
and without exaggeration, we could be the most important country in Asia 
and Africa, with the exception of Japan, China (People's Republic) and 
South Africa. 


"But if we look at this area, the kingdom will be the center of economic 
gravity in the region and, consequently, in the world. 


"The question now is, what does this mean? 
"Let's return to the subject of ‘international Saudization.' 


"The kingdom will be the most important Arab nation, in terms of policy and 
economics. This is already obvious, and it will have an international role 
with respect to the Islamic nations because it is the qibla for Muslims, not 
just because it is the largest oil producer and not just because it will be 
the largest producer of foodstuffs, God willing, and the largest producer of 
petrochemical materials, the largest gas producer, and not just because it 
will be one of the largest financial powers in the region and perhaps in the 
world. All of this will place a special and heavy responsibility on the 
people of this country, and they must meet this responsibility." 
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After Dr Mahsun Jalal, the floor was given over to Dr ‘Abd al-'Aziz 
al-Dakhael, who said: 


"I will talk about areas of Saudization, including the Saudization of produc- 
tion. Thismeans the citizen's sharing in domestic productivity. I would 
like to deal with the matter from the aspect of economic theory and some 
economic concepts that both agree and disagree with reality. In my opinion, 
scarcity is the basis of the economy. There is no economy without some 
scarcity, which we must control. How do we use the available means most 
effectively and consequently attain the highest levels of productivity? 
Before discussing the labor force, which is tied in with Saudization, I 
would like to discuss the other elements of production--capital, land and 
labor. True capital is everything within the meaning of the term human 
wealth." 


Economic Development for Whom? 


"In my opinion, India is an example of a country that possesses more capi- 
tal than the kingdom. We are a developing country, despite the fact that we 
have a great deal of money. I do not agree with the saying that we have a 
great deal of capital, but the cycle takes time. 


"Regarding the matter of the labor force, the kingdom suffers from a great 
shortfall in terms of labor, especially skilled labor. This means that we 
must make the best possible use of the workforce, because the scarcity is 
obvious. 


"How do we increase and improve the best possible use of it? 


"We must set the plan and our nonproductive projects in accordance with our 
capabilities. When foreign labor represents 90 percent of the available 
workforce, development plans are for the benefit of foreign labor. 


"As for raising the level of the individual, concern for health, maternity 
care and so forth could provide a healthy generation, capable of working. 
In this way, we could Saudize production and Saudize the econony. 


"As for the distribution of labor, in my opinion, distribution is not 
inevitably good. 


"Prevailing methods of management and organization: I would add that the 
government is the chief employer of labor, including, for the mest part, 

the national workforce. We must discuss the governmental systems and the 
precise use of the available workforce. We should distribute them among the 
rest of the productive organizations." 


Woman and the National Workforce 
"With regard to the maximum use of human resources, women would be an excel- 


lent addition to the national workforce if they could be guided along a path 
compatible with religion and social conditions. 
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"Teachers: teachers, university professors and students represent a very 
large percentage. I believe that their capabilities outstrip the teaching 
profession. Moreover, I believe that more could be obtained than is in 
fact being obtained now with fewer teachers. 


"Economic policies: When we determine economic goals, we must set economic 
policies for them that will generate economic activities, so that the citi- 
zens can stimulate them, considering that we are in a free economy and a coun- 
try that relies on financial incentives." 


Dr al-Suwaygh: The Role of the Media 


After Dr Dakhael's talk, open discussion began. Dr ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Suwaygh, 
undersecretary in the Ministry of Information and assistant for foreign media, 
dealt with the subject of Saudization. 


He said that Saudization of sentiment and thought was first, and then 
international Saudization would follow. This would be the final stage, 
after the other aspects of Saudization were achieved. 


"In my opinion, the principal challenge is Saudization of sentiment, in the 
sense of developing a ‘spirit of patriotism." I must say, regrettably, that 
it has been lost to a large extent. To achieve any phase of development, 
and so that the accomplishments of development will be for the citizenry, 
there must be Saudization of national sentiment. This should be the main 
goal of any development plan. In this arena, the media plays the main role 
in developing this patriotism, because it exists but is forgotten at times. 


"I am not talking here about ‘superiority," but I am talking about the reality 
of this basic factor." 


Aba al-Khayl [Minister of Finance]: ‘Thank you doctor. I imagine that the 
media, led by the Ministry of Information, will have the principal role in 
the development of this sentiment, and concentrating upon it. This is a 
matter of extreme importance. When the Ministry of Information thinks and 
plans with regard to foreign media, this is very important. You are at the 
head of those who think in this direction. I think that the domestic media 
must be mobilized in this direction." 


Makki: They Are Limiting Offspring 


Muhammad ‘Ali Makki, undersecretary in the Ministry of Agriculture, has a 
simple addition to the subject of Saudization. "In my opinion, this subject 
should include ‘human energy.’ When we look at the kingdom's population, and 
describe the kingdom as a continent, I say how can this small number make a 
continent, especially if we look at the future, in 10 to 15 years, and the 
burdens that will be resting on this continent. Therefore, I think that it 
is essential to consider ways to increase the population and try to do that 
by every possible means. We all know that our educated youth tend to limit 
offspring, not increase them. This is on the one hand, and on the other 
hand, it is impossible for a society to become Saudized completely unless it 
is accompanied by making use of the other half of that society, women." 
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Aba Al-Khayl Speaks 


"I would now like to deal with some questions and observations in general, 
because of the shortage of time. Some observations about unifying education, 
in conformity with the requirements of development, the best use of education 
and guiding the citizens to the various sectors--this matter is in complete 
accord with Professor Makki's observation that it is essential to guide all 
branches of education, so that the most value can be obtained from the use of 
the available numbers. There is agreement on the main role that the kingdom 
should undertake at home and abroad, the geographic problems, the prcbdlems 

of the human factor. All of this puts the burden of planning on the kingdom 
for each individual, without overemphasizing any person or group of persons. 
We must take into account the requirements and make the arrangements that 

can lead us to that result.” 


Saudi Firms First 


"There are observations about foreign companies operating in the kingdom. 
This is a matter under study, i.e., that Saudi firms should take over. As 
was said at the outset, there is no basic objection to cooperating with 
others, because this is good business. But the owners on the Saudi side must 
be those who obtain the greatest earnings and who exercise the responsibility 
of management and direction. 


"There are some questions about the role of banks and their Saudization and 
some pertaining to the banks’ preference for large creditors. 


"This is true and is found in all parts of the world. Certainly, the presence 
of his excellency Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-—Qurayshi, governor of the Saudi 
Arabian Monetary Agency, provides a good opportunity to deal with this 
subject. 


"Regarding the names of the banks that have been Saudized, they are known to 
the people. This matter is similar to any other, such as buildings, land 
and goods that change hands. However, the profit of the shares now is not 
less than 15 percent. I believe that their owners would be mistaken to sell 
them." 


An Appeal for Savings 


"This brings us to the subject of savings. This can be done by anyone. If 
any of you are familiar with the percentage of savings in some other coun- 
tries in Europe or in Japan, you would find that the average of that each 
individual saves for investment is somewhere between 12 and 15 percent of 
total income. We cannot aspire to these goals unless the individual acts 
in this manner, according to his circumstances." 


Al-Qurayshi Responds to Jalal 


Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Qurayshi, governor of the SAMA [Saudi Arabian Mone- 
tary Agency], concluded his talk before this important forum by saying: 
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"Regrettably, I do not share Dr Mahsun Jalal's view. I say that patriotism 
exists and that the citizens want very much to feel a part of this country. 
Perhaps on the surface they do not demonstrate this feeling, because this 
country has ‘not been colonized and has not been in contact with foreign 
forces, which makes the individual want to manifest patriotism. 


"The number of citizens leaving this country is less than for any other coun- 
try in the world. 


"In America and the other countries where life is easy, we find that many 
sons of other peoples leave their countries to reside in Europe or America. 
However, these countries have not been able to entice one in a hundred Saudi 
youths to leave his country for life abroad, despite the differerces in life 
here and life there." 


Saudization of the Banks 


"Regarding Saudization, I would like to respond to two points: The first is 
the fact that not many Saudis work in banks. This is true for the reason 
that the banking sector only began 5 years ago and has not yet been completed. 
The result of Saudization is that the banks have begun to open branches and 
to hire Saudis and give them inducements. 


"The problem will take some time, due to the fact that no training program 
specifically for the banking business existed. 





"As for the second point, it is the banks' view of the small businessman. 
SAMA is anxious to encourage the banks along this line and has asked the 
banks for lists of their small-income business clients. 


"We are constantly, in our meetings, trying to encourage the banks along 
this line. Saudization does not mean changing the banks’ special nature 
but those that run the banks. Ali I ask is that the banks be given some 
time to react to the changes that have taken place in their leadership and 
to the economic and financial developments through which we are passing at 
this time." 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


HIGHER TARIFFS ON TOBACCO IMPORTS, NEGATIVE ASPECTS OF SMOKING DISCUSSED 
Riyadh AL-RIYADH in Arabic 17 Feb 82 p 7 
[Article by Sulayman al-Nasir: "New Tariff on Tobacco"] 


[Excerpts] A royal decree was issued approving the increase in duties imposed 
on tobacco, making them 40 percent, instead of the previous custom duties 
considered to be very low. This was prompted by decisions of the Arab min- 
isters of health, and the ministers of health of the Arab Gulf nations, aimed 
at combatting smoking because it is very injurious to a person's health. 


The new tariff will be effective next Saturday. The following is a general 
look at the new tariff and the views of officials, merchants and consumers 
regarding it. 


Bureau of Customs 


Professor Hamad al-Rashudi, director general of customs, says that the new 
tariff on tobacco will be made effective in all customs post beginning next 
Saturday, 20 February 1982. As for control over pricing, he said that customs 
is not directly responsible for this matter. It only applies the regulations 
for which it has jurisdiction. 


Not Responsible for Setting Its Price? 


The deputy minister of commerce for logistics, Professor Tawfiq Ibrahim Tawfiq, 
said that the ministry considers the tobacco business to be a non-essential 
commodity, and therefore, it is not subsidized. Accordingly, the Ministry of 
Commerce is not responsible for setting its price. However, if it receives 
complaints about a firm raising its prices, in accordance with proper state- 
ments and documents, in that case "we would intervene on the basis of protec- 
ting the consumer." 


Only 40 percent! 
The percentage of smokers, in general, has risen within foreign workers’ cir- 
cles, whereas Saudis only constitute 40 percent of tobacco consumers. That 


is due to several reasons, including the fact that smoking has only recently 
become widespread among young people. As for the older people, they usually 
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guard their health, and therefore, smoking is not widespread among them. On 
the contrary, there are those who will not enter a room in which there is 
someone smoking. There are those who hang a non-smoking or a "smoking disturbs 
me™ sign in: their office. However, seme. peoplésdo take-notice and do. fot smoke 
out of respect for the wishes of the owner of the shop or room. Some eiderly 
people smoke the old brands, especially "the cheap brand." 


It has been noted that the successive warnings about the dangers of smoking 
have been of great benefit, since many people have stopped smoking ciagrettes 
and have replaced them by using small toothpicks. 


The Islamic Shari'ah Position Regarding Smoking 


Smoking is very injurious to the health; therefore, it is detested in Islan, 
to the point of prohibition. The ‘'Ulema differ regarding it. Some think that 
it is abominable; others think it is so bad it should be prohibited. Others 
do prohibit it, while some think that smoking is disobedience. 


Even though they differ, they all agree that it is unseemly for a Muslim to 
smoke, not to mention the fact that it is a waste of money. 


We do not dispute the fact that the smoking of tobacco should not be legally 
permitted, in addition to the fact that it causes money to be spent in 
impermissable ways. 


Smoking is Injurious to Health 


It has been proven without a doubt that smoking is injurious to the health, 
since it causes ailments which can lead to chronic pneumonia, tuberculosis, 
diseases of the mouth, tongue and gums, cancer, and ailments pertaining to 
childbirth, pallor and other diseases relative to human growth and health. 


It would be acceptable for this high incrertse in the price of cigarettes to 
ge to the state treasury, through customs, because this would in fact be used 
to combat smoking. But it would not be acceptable for the merchants to be 
the only ones to gain from this measure, since it has become clear to us from 
the figures published here that their profits would be more than 100 percent, 
compared to the present price, which in itself if excessive. 


Since the Ministry of Commerce forbids itself from interfering, in view of 

the fact that tobacco is a non-essential commodity and consequently, it cannot 
set its price. On the contrary, it is left to the merchant, out of freedom 
of trade, based on competition and the availability of alternatives. However, 
the alternatives here are very limited, and the merchant can set any price. 
The consumer is the victim of their greed and their control over the market. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


PROSPECTS OF AGRO-INDUSTRY, TOURIST PROJECTS IN ABHA DISCUSSED 
Jiddah AL-MADINAH in Arabic 30 Mar 82 p 7 


[Interview with Shaykh ‘Abdallah Sa‘id Abu Milhah, chairman of Abha Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, by ‘Ali al-Sughayyar: "Collective Investment Is 
Most Ideal and Beneficial for Future Projects; Technology Is Two-Edged 
Weapon and We Must Adopt Technology Befitting Our Resources" ] 


[Excerpts] What is the relationship of the merchant, industrialist or 
farmer citizen to the chamber of commerce and industry in the province in 
which he lives and within whose Soundaries he pursues his activities? 


Regarding the actual tasks and responsibilities performed by the chambers of 
commerce and industry and the services that each chamber renders within the 
province in which it operates in a manner compatible with the circumstances 
and nature of that province, AL-MADINAH has conducted this interview with 
Shaykh ‘Abdallah Sa'id Abu Milhah, the general director of the Abha Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, to familiarize itself with the services the chamber 
renders to the citizen and the nature ofthe projects compatible with the area. 


Advance Study Necessary for Any Project 


To start with, the chairman of the Abha Chamber of Commerce, Industry and 
Agriculture talked about the true nature of the problems facing any citizen 
engaged in industry or commerce in the province, saying: In fact, I don't 
believe that there are major problems facing the citizen who embarks on 

a commercial or industrial project. This absence of major problems is due 

to the aid and encouragement offered by the government, whether in the form of 
loans or of subsidies. However, I can say that some problems do face some of 
the brother merchants or industrialists. The real reason for these problems 
is that these people failed to conduct detailed studies on their projects or 
businesses or, rather, they failed to take advantage of the special organiza- 
tions and establishments that can render them assistance in this regard, 

such as the chambers of commerce and some government sectors that offer 

their services to all. The chairman of the Abha Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry added: It is my opinion that any industrial, commercial or agri- 
cultural project requires an advance study before implementation. If the 
study is not conducted realistically and in a manner compatible with the 
nature of the work in which the project owner is engaged, then it is certain 
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that the project will encounter difficulties. Consequently, such diffi- 
culties are eliminated if the owner of any project conducts realistic feasi- 
bility studies and if he seeks the help of specialists in the field of his 
project before embarking on any step. The chamber of commerce is one of the 
fundamental departments whose economic studies and research, which are com- 
patible with the nature of the area, must be consulted by any citizen think- 
ing of setting up a project, whether this citizen is a member of the chamber 
or not. 


[Question] This means that the chamber has the resources to serve a business- 
man who applies for advice? 


[Answer] Even though the chamber is new and still in its formative stage, 

it is, nevertheless, ready to serve its members, either with its own capabili- 
ties or by seeking the assistance of the majur sisterly chambers that have 
preceded us. This is something of which we are truly proud. All the chan- 
bers have given us complete assistance and support and have invited us to 
benefit from “heir resources. It is no secre/: that the Abha chamber members 
were previously members of other chambers and are no strangers to them. The 
role of the Abha chamber complements the role performed by other chambers 

of commerce to serve the citizens. 


We Offer Our Services to Any Citizen 


[Question] What about the present relationship between the chamber and the 
province's businessmen? 


[Answer] In fact, and let me say this frankly, many of the businessmen do 
not understand the chamber's role as a service center. They think of the 
chamber as a regulation center that collects fees and offers them no ser- 
vices in return. This is wrong. It is my opinion that the merchant who is 
constantly in touch with the chamber will receive from the chamber all 
assistance, direction and guidance because the chamber has a data center 
from which any person can benefit, whether he is or is not a chamber member. 
All that any citizen needs is to ask for the information he needs and we make 
it easy for him to get what he wants. 


The chamber, as is well known, has a greater opportunity than any person or 
organization becaus> it is an official government organization. Consequently, 
the citizens’ coope.ation with the chamber takes an official, not personal, 
form. For example, the trade attaches and the Arab and the international 
chambers of commerce send us information and queries and there are contacts 
among us. Clearly, these contacts are beneficial to our members. It is: 

our duty to convey this benefit to our members. We cannot do this by our- 
selves. A chamber member must be in constant contact in order to benefit 
from this information. 


Immediate Service Centers 


[Question] As you have said, the chamber serves a large area. Is any con- 
sideration being given to setting up offices or branches in the province 
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cities so that chamber services can be offered to its members more easily 
and quickly? 


[Answer] The truth is that there is nothing of the sort at present and I 
don't think that any thought has been given to setting up branch offices of 
the chamber in province cities. 


What happens is that delegations from the chamber pay constant visits to 
the various areas. Even though the province is vast, long distances are no 
longer a problem or an obstacle. Both land and air transportation between 
the various parts of the province is good. There are no branch offices of 
the chamber. However, there are service centers in the areas that require 
immediate service, such as Jizan, for example, which is a main port for the 
southern area. 


Investment Projects 


[Question] What, in your view and according to the economic studies you have 
conducted, are the projects from which the province may benefit? 


[Answer] The truth is that one of the things we are planning at present is 

a survey of the province's industrial, economic and political needs. It is 
my belief that the industrial aspect will be completely tied to the agricul- 
tural aspect. It is our opinion that agro-industry will flourish in the 
province. The chamber is currently discussing this issue with a number of 

the province's businessmen who are inclined toward agro-industrial projects 

to set up an agro-industry firm that covers the southern area. In this 
regard, an idea is currently under study and will be presented to the govern- 
ment officials. The idea calls for the agro-industry firm to be similar to 
the Agricultural Development Firm already set up, with part of its capital 
coming from the private sector and part from the government. It is my opinion 
that any industry other than agro-industry will face some difficulties because 
the nature of the province requires agro-industry. This is what has made us 
think anew that only agro-industry is compatible with the nature of the area. 


Caution in Embarking on Unstudied Projects 


[Question] What about the other industries and the province's share of 
these industries? 


[Answer] The truth is, speaking from experience, that I believe that indus- 
try generally must be strongly tied to agriculture. As for setting up the 
service factories needed by the province, advice and guidance can be obtained 
before such projects are set up. However, there are industries whose 
establishment I do not advise at present. From experience, we have found 
that some factories have not been able to attain the goal for which they 
were established because no adequate studies were conducted at the outset. 
For example, a merchant saw a factory in Riyadh or in Jiddah and wanted to 
build a similar one in Abha. I tell such brothers: No, this is not right. 
A factory that is to be set up must be studied according to the needs of the 
market in which it is set up. One must be cautious in the industrial sphere 
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and a person who has no experience in this sphere or who has not conducted a 
detailed study on his project must not get involved in this field. Let me 
repeat that the industry that the province needs, at least for the present, 
is agro-industry. 


Projects and Nature of Province 
[Question] This means that the studies being conducted by the chamber at 


present or that will be conducted by it in the future will focus on agro- 
industrial or tourism aspects? 





[Answer] Yes, because the nature of the province requires such an emphasis. 
God be thanked, we find that of all parts of the kingdom, the heavy indus- 
tries are centered in al-Jubayl and Yanbu’. The circumstances of our prov- 
ince require an industry compatible with the nature of this province, i.e., 
agro-industry and tourism generally. This is the direction in which the 
chamber wishes to lead investors in the province. The chamber is prepared to 
advance full assistance in economic and technical studies required for 
activity in the sphere of agro-industry and tourism. 


We are about to put into practice the idea of having merchants combine to 
implement a major commercial industrial project compatible with province 
needs. Instead of having one or two merchants engaged in a project, we. 

will have numerous partners involved. We in the kingdom depend on individual 
investment. This, in my opinion, is a weak investment that does not enable 
us to set up worthwhile projects. The chamber is currently exerting efforts 
to get investors together and, instead of a small project, have them set up 

a major project for which studies are conducted, which will produce greater 
benefits and which will last longer. When the investment is coilective, a 
project has a better chance of surviving longer becavse collective investment 
is more durable, stronger and more productive, contrary to projects that 
depend on one individual. Such projects are expected to be exposed to 
dangers. 


Some may say that agro-industry requires a manpower that we lack. I say 
when our government turned toward enhancing the kingdom's agriculture, it 
found that mechanized agriculture solves the problem of manpower. As you 
know, the emphasis in the central province (al-Qasim-Ha'il) is currently 

on the cultivation of grains in which we have now attained self-sufficiency. 
The reason for this is the introduction of agricultural technology, such as 
combined and pivotal spraying machinery. 


It is my opinion that if it were not for the introduction of these technologi- 
cal methods, this area would not be cultivable. 


What I mean is that there has to be an agricultural system that spares us 
manpower and enables us, as investors, to manage such projects by ourseives. 
I say this because some technology is complex and we are, in my opinion, 

a developing country that does not enjoy an abundance of specialists in 
modern technology. We must adopt from technology that which is compatible 
with our capabilities. We shouldn't, for example, build a computerized 
factory. I agree with you that it is beneficial to have a computer-operated 
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factory. But ultimately, such a factory will tie me to the imported special- 
ist who will operate and maintain the computer. Technology is a two-edged 
weapon. It may be good, but, at the same time, it may tie me to people who 
dictate certain prices that raise the cost of the product. As an investor, 

I do not accept such a thing. We are supposed to find out what befits our 
human and technical capabilities in the sphere of industrial technology. 

This is the opinion I hold as an investor. 


Starting Points for Agricultural Projects 


[Question] Allow me to ask you about the main reasons on whose basis you 
confine investment projects in the province to the spheres of agriculture 
and tourism. 


[Answer] First, insofar as agriculture is concerned, there are such vast 
cultivable areas in Najran, Jizan and the other parts of ‘Asir that any 
agricultural investment projects are bound to succeed. 


Second, water is available in these areas, keeping in mind that water is 
the second element that must be available after cultivable lands. 


The third factor is a secret to nobody, namely, the government's encourage- 
ment of agricultural investment projects. 





The question that may pose itself is: Where should we invest in the agri- 
cultural sphere in a sound economic manner so that the agricultural product 
will be of such a standard that it can compete with the foreign product 
without being too costly? 


I say that to realize this goal, we must engage in large-scale agriculture, 
meaning that there has to be collective investment. It is axiomatic and 
well known in the language of economists that the greater the production, 
the less the unit cost. 


In addition to the agricultural areas of Najran and Jizan, we must not 

forget ‘Asir, where large tracts of cultivable lands are found. The cur- 
rent problem might be the problem of water for irrigation. But I would 

like to reassure every investor that the projects currently being imple- 
mented by the government to build dams in the area, some of which have 
already been completed, will supply ‘Asir with irrigation water. This is in 
addition to supplying the area with desalinated water, which will save under- 
ground water for agriculture. 


Project Presented to Investors 

There is a project now being presented to investors. It is well known that 
Bishah area produces various kinds of dates of the highest quality. But 

what has begun to happen now is that date cultivation is no longer profitable 
due to the high cost of labor. 


There is an idea to set up a firm to produce, process and package dates. 
Twenty varieties of dates are produced in the area and only two varieties 
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marketed in the kingdom. The other 18 varieties require special care insofar 
as processing and packaging are concerned. Should a national investment firm 
take this burden off the farmers’ shoulders, I think such a project would 

be a successful one. 


Agencies Without Inflation 
[Question] What about tourism investment projects in the area? 


[Answer] The fact is that a number of tourism projects in the area are 
currently under study and preparation, in cooperation with the circles con- 
cerned with this sphere. These projects are being presented to investors 
in the area and in other parts of the kingdom so that they can participate 
in these investments in tourism. What about the quality vf these projects? 


The truth is that the idea of creating a tourist industry is focused on 
developing sites where the summer vacationer can spend a good time and where 
he and his family can find what they need, such as parks, children's play- 
grounds, recreation places--even for grownups, excellent restaurants and 
housing. 


The main complaint concerning the tourism projects already set up, espec- 
cially concerning the hotel industry, is the complaint about high prices. 


It is difficult for a summer vacationer to come and spend his time in a 
tourist hotel that charges him exorbitantly. As a sumner vacationer, I have 
a certain budget that cannot cover such costs. 


We are now thinking of establishing tourist facilities suitable for people 
with a middle income to make vacationing easier for them. What we are 
thinking of is motels built far from the center of the city and on the main 
highways leading to the tourist areas. 


What is important is to develop places where the summer vacationer can spend 
his free time without becoming bored and places for families and children 

to spend their time in a manner compatible with our customs and traditions, 
of which we are proud among the nations. 


This is the sphere of tourist investment in the area. There are numerous 
ideas other than the ones I have mentioned that can be implemented, as long 
as they are not in conflict with our customs and traditions. 


What is important is that we want to create tourist projects convenient for 
middle-income people because, naturally, not all people are rich. 
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EFFECTS OF ROYAL FAMILY SCANDAL ON POLITICAL UNITY REPORTED 
Beirut LA REVUE DU LIBAN No 1165, 20-27 Mar 82 p 25 


[Article: "What Is Going On in Abu Dhabi? -- Gulf Countries Threaten To 
Withdraw From United Arab Emirates"] 


[Text] Some people think we are slandering the State of United Arab Emirates 
when we mention the wave of discontent which is becoming evident among the 
people following the reprehensible schemes on the part of some authorities. 
We restrict ourselves to reporting the facts, for which we cannot be blamed, 
as our duty is to inform. 


It can be safely said that Abu Dhabi learned nothing from the highly responsible 
action on the part of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Qatar in placing man as first 
among their concerns, using their oil resources to improve his living and 
working conditions. 

The latest scandal to come to light in Abu Dhabi is an important one, this 

time, as its perpetrator is Sultan, son of Shaykh Zayid, governor of the emirate 
and commander of the armed forces. Sultan attacked some young girls from 
respectable families, whom he attempted to assault sexually; this brought 

about a lively reaction from these families, among them that of al-Ghurayr. 


When students attempted to prevent him from carrying out his vile act, the 
commander of the armed forces opened fireon the university. Demonstrations 
were organized in protest, especially since this very same Sultan had already 
been involved in an assassination. In fact, he killed an Egyptian national 
not long ago. 


The affair did not stop there. Popular indignation became so widespread that 
his father, Shaykh Zayid ibn Sultan, had to relieve him of his duties and 
throw him in prison. This did not lessen public anger, however, for such 

a procedure has become commonplace in Abu Dhabi. 


The students continued their strike, forcing Shaykh Zayid to visit the univer- 
sity, where he distributed 1,500 watches and as many envelopes, each con- 
taining 50,000 dirhams. But this attempt to bribe the students did not succeed 
in reducing their indignation. They refused the presents, making Shaykh Zayid 
understand that dignity and honor cannot be bought. 
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They demanded satisfaction of another sort and invited the government to comply; 
should this not happen, the scandal would take on greater proportions. The 
students are asking questions, among them the following: Is behavior on the 
part of the authorities which is similar to that practiced during the period 

of underdevelopment and obscurantism still .o be countenanced in 1982? Should 
addressing citizens in such language and governing them with outdated methods 
be permitted in this last quarter of the 20th century? 


The Beginning of the End 


Many Arab nationals and those from Abu Dhabi are predicting the end of the 
regime, while the government, or what remains of it, vainly seeks an escape 
hatch and finds itself mired in confusion. 


This scandal in Abu Dhabi has had repercussions in the other Gulf countries. 
Indeed, foreign diplomats coming from the emirate say that the power crisis 
has now entered a delicate phase, as Shaykh Zayid has not been able to contain 
the aftereffects of the incident brought on by his son Sultan. Political 

and student circles, and reputable families, refuse any solution or compromise; 
they consider the holding in prison of the commander of the armed forces, 
following his being forced to submit his resignation, as a subterfuge whose 
effect is akin to that of throwing sand in people's eyes. 


It is expected that the other Gulf countries--whose leaders have spoken in 
ne uncertain terms to Shaykh Zaid--will refuse to continue as member states 
of the State of United Arab Emirates because of the ideas and procedures by 
which public affairs are run. 


The Gulf countries are threatening to resume their freedom of action, because 
the scandals which take place every so often in Abu Dhabi are engendering 
considerable moral prejudice against them. Especially with the scandal of 

the wedding of the governor of Abu Dhabi's son still fresh in everyone's mind: 
1,500 dance celebrities were invited to this wedding, and jewels were generously 
distributed in Samsonite attache cases. 


Arab nationals who have recently returned from Abu Dhabi say that the fire 
is smoldering under the ashes and that a flareup appears imminent; the situa- 
tion in the principality cannot go on much longer. 
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